JPRS 84417 


27 September 1983 


Latin America Report 


No. 2745 





[FBIS] FOREIGN BROADCAST INFORMATION SERVICE 














NOTE 


JPRS publications contain information primarily from foreign 
newspapers, periodicals and books, but also from news agency 
transmissions and broadcasts. Materials from foreign-language 
sources are translated; those from English-lenguage sources 
are transcribed or reprinted, with the original phrasing and 
other characteristics retained. 


Headlines, editorial reports, and material enclosed in brackets 
{} are supplied by JPRS. Processing indicators such as [Text] 
or [Excerpt] in the first line of each item, or following the 
last line of a brief, indicate how the original information was 
processed. Where no process ng indicator is given, the infor- 
mation was summarized or extracted. 


Unfamiliar names rendered phonetically or transliterated are 
enclosed in parentheses. Words or names preceded by a ques- 
tion mark and enclosed in parentheses were not clear in the 
original but have been supplied as appropriate in context. 
Other unattributed parenthetical notes within the body of an 
item originate with the source. Times within items are as 
given by source. 


The contents of this publication in no way represent the poli- 
cies, views or attitudes of the U.S. Government. 


PROCUREMENT OF PUBLICATIONS 


JPRS publications may be ordered from the National Technical 

Information Service, Springfield, Virginia 22161. In order- 

ing, it is recommended that the JPRS number, title, date and / 
author, if applicable, of publication be cited. 


Current JPRS publications are announced in Government Reports 
Announcements issued semi-monthly by the National Technical 
Information Service, and are listed in the Monthly Catalog of 
U.S. Government Publications issued by the Superintendent of 
Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 
20402. . 














Correspondence pertaining to matters other than procurement 
may be addressed to Joint Publications Research Service, 
1000 North Glebe Road, Arlington, Virginia 22201. 








JPRS 84417 


27 September 1983 


LATIN AMERICA REPORT 


No. 2745 


CONTENTS 





ENERGY ECONOMICS 
EL SALVADOR 7 
CEL's 1983-85 Project To Benefit Western Departments 
CEL DIARIO DE WOT, 2h Bem GS) ccccccccvccescccccvcccecese l 
COUNTRY SECTION 
INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


Qadhdhafi's Efforts To Woo Caribbean Nations Set Back 
(Guy Ellis; CANA, 8 Sep 83) eee @#2e20400@00@8088080800608080608080808006080680808648608608 3 


Grenada Ex-PM Gairy Visits Barbados, Meets With Press 
(Various sources, various dates) @#ee#een een e-e@eeeeeeaeeweeeaeeaeaneawe 7 


Hotel Press Conference 
Assessment of Future Action 
Exchange With Faria 

CARIBBEAN CONTACT Reply 
Interview on Current Activities 





Barbados Manufacturers Seek New Market in Bahamas 
(BARBADOS ADVOCATE, various dates) @e2@0e20@0@6@0@0@040680888@888@6880888886086 12 


September Mission 
Trade Figures 


St "itts-Nevis Premier Addresses Dominican Party Meeting 





(THE DEMOCRAT . 30 Jul 83 ) @eeeeweeweeseeaeeen@“7eeaeeaeeaeeaeeaeneaeeeeaneaeaweeaeaeee 14 
Briefs 

Venezuelan Diplomatic Moves 16 

Barbados Manufacturers to Trinidad 16 

Benin Signs LOS Accord 17 


-a- (III - LA - 144] 











ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


Message to Trinidad and Tobago on Trade Dispute 
(CANA, 2 Sep 83) e@eeneweeaeeeeeaevneaeaeaeaeaeneaeneve eae evwewvnawneaeaneawnvneaeneweaneawanevee? 


Six-Month Loss Prompts 0il Company Layoff of 200 
(BARBADOS ADVOCATE, 19 Aug 83) eeeeosveeveaeeeae eee avneeenvn een eenaeaeenean 


Bird Back From Asian Tour, Announces Lome II Loan 
(Louis Daniel; SUNDAY ADVOCATE, 21 Aug 83) .....cccecvees 


Commercial Television System Readied for Operation 
(CANA, 10 Sep 83) e@@e@eewevne aan en eee eaneaeaeawana ean eaneananeasgaeaeaweaaneaaeneeeanee 


Briefs 
Agreement With UNDP 


ARGENTINA 


Camilion Discusses Loss of Military Power, Other Issues 
(Oscar Camilion; CORREIO BRAZILIENSE, 21 Aug 83) ........ 


BARBADOS 


BLP Organ’s Fditorial on Press Control Sparks Furor 
(Various sources, various dates) ...sccccescccccvecsccres 


Text of Offending Item 
Initial Government Reaction 
Commentator's Critique 

DLP Condemnation 

Further Covernment Response 
Journalists’ Dismay 


Editorial Stresses Need To Diversify Under CIB 
(Editorial; BARBADOS ADVOCATE, 7 Sep 83) ..cccccccceveees 


Government Aims To Reduce Energy Use by 15 Percent 
(SUNDAY SUN, 21 Aug 83) e@eeeveeaaeeeaoan ea eeeaneeneeaeaneaeaeaeweaeeangeee ee? 


Opposition Calls for Changes in Government Energy Policy 
( BARBADOS ADVOCATE , 12 Aug 83) e@eeeeseeneaeaeeaeaeeoeeaeaeeeneaeeaeaeeanesd 


Pollution Controls Included in Offshore 0il Contract 
(Tony Best; SUNDAY SUN, 14 Aug 83) @¢@e@0e¢20600060060060060060000808008608080608080 


Adams Predicts Third Win for BLP in Speech to Voters 
(BARBADOS ADVOCATE, 16 Aug 83) e@enaeanea2aeaeaeeeneeeaneaeeaneaeeeaeaeeanene 


Taitt Galvanizes DLP Action in Address to New Members 
(THE NATION, 12 Aug 83) @@e¢ee2060006006000060000600060060000000060006000060000080 


1? 


20 


21 


22 


24 


25 


29 


34 


36 


37 


38 


39 


41 











BELIZE 


BRAZIL 


Foreign-Owned Hotels Said To Have Advantage Over Locals 
(BARBADOS ADVOCATE, 16 Aug 83) ...cccecssccccesvcesevves 


Brazilian Envoy Airs Plans for Possible Joint Ventures 
(Jewel Brathwaite; BARBADOS ADVOCATE, 13 Aug 83) ....... 


Immigration Regulations Undergoing Changes 
(BARBADOS ADVOCATE , 19 Aug 83) eeeeeeseoeaeeaeweeeeeeeeeeeeaeene 


Rules for Nonresidents 
Use of CARICOM ID's 


Beach Erosion Moving North, Threatening Homes 
(Cheryl Harewood; THE NATION, 16 Aug 83) ..csccceceveves 


Agricultural Unit Established in Marketing Corporation 
(BARBADOS ADVOCATE, 19 Aug 83) .cccccccccccccevcevescece 


New Government Price Support Assistance Needed for Sugar 
(Avonda Scott; BARBADOS ADVOCATE, 16 Aug 83) .....eeeeee 


Briefs 
Japanese Assistance 
Drop in Unemployment 
New Co-Op Officers 


Briefs 
Livestock Improvement Aid 
Publisher's Libel Fine 


Succession Statements Nearly Spark Ministers’ Resignations 
(Carlos Chagas; 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO, 1 Sep 83) ....... 


Iranian Industry Minister on Joint Industrial Projects, Trade 
(Mostafa Hashemi Interview; CORREIO BRAZILIENSE, 


17 Aug 83) eeesveeoeoeoeeaeeeoeeoeweeeeceeneaeaeeaeeevnaeaeaeeseaeseeaeaeaee eee eee 


Economic Team To Be Retained; Political Coordination Changes Urged 


(Carlos Chagas; 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO, 25 Aug 83) ...... 


Navy Orders German Submarine; To Open Bids on Corvettes 
(O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO, 21 Aug 83) eeeeeeeoevaeeeeaeeeeeaeeees 


Middle Class Cost of Living Rises 130.1 Percent in 1 Year 
(0 GLOBO, 27 Aug 83) eeeeeeeeeseeseeeseeesveeeeveeeea eee eeaeeee 


CACEX Director Forecasts Surplus of $8.5 Billion in 1984 
(O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO, 23 Aug 83) eeeeeseaeeeeeoea#eeeaeeeevee? 


#-= ¢@®© 


42 


43 


44 


46 


47 


48 


49 
49 
50 


51 
51 


52 


57 


60 


63 


65 


66 














Agricultural Losses, Economic Impact Discussed 
(O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO, 21 Aug 83) wccccecsseceecevevess 


Steel Export Quotas Set by U.S, To Be Protested in GATT 
(0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO, 1 Sep 83) 6 /@e@eeeeeoeeeeeeeeeeaeene 


IBGE Reports Unemployment Continued To Decline in July 
(O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO, 12 Sep 83) eeeeeseeoeovneeveeseeeeeeee? 


Arms Sale to Iran Leads to Guerreiro Visit to Iraq 
(0 GLOBO, 28 Aug 83) eeeevoeaoeaeeoeoseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeceeeeeaeee 


Briefs 
Corn Imports Necessary 


COSTA RICA 
Briefs 
Itinerant Ambassador to Europe 
Workers Federation Expulsions 
DOMINICA 


Political Row Erupts Over Fate of National Stadium 
(THE NEW CHRONICLE, 30 Jul 83) eeeoeeevoeeeeeveeeseeeeeee eee @ 


Prime Minister's Position 
DRUM Article, by Ashworth P, Simon 
Analysis by ‘Observer' 


Fired Minister Dyer Quits Ruling Freedom Party 
(SUNDAY ADVOCATE, 21 Aug 83) e@eeeesoeoeeeaeaeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 


Dyer's Ouster From Cabinet Brings Political Reverberations 
(THE NEW CHRONICLE, various dates) ..sccccccescevevevves 


Columnist's View 

Analysis of Cabinet Workings 
Speculation on Charles’ Motive 
Charles’ Press Conference Remarks 
More From Press Conference 
Charles on CHRONICLE Role 


Union Disputes Report on Death Penalty Solidarity Cables 
(THE WEW CHRONICLE, 30 Jul 63) ..ccccccccccccccccceccces 


§,900 Attend 15th Annual Freedom Party Convention 
(THE NEW CHRONICLE, 30 Jul 83) eeeeoeoeaoeoeeeeeeeeeeeeaeeeeee 


Charles Discusses Media, Libyan Scholarships, Bomb Scare 
(THE NEW CHRONICLE, 13 Aug 83) eeeeeseeceoseeeeeeoeeeeeeeeaeee 





68 


70 


72 


73 


714 


75 
75 


76 


81 


82 


89 


91 


92 








St Lucia Incident Recalls Dominicans’ Visit to Libya 


EL SALVADOR 


GRENADA 


GUYANA 


(THE NEW CHRONICLE , 6 Aug 83) CoCo eee eeeereereereHeeeseee 


COEXPORT Urges Measures to Complement Reagan Plan 


ANEP's 


(EL MUNDO, 23 Aug 83) eeeweeaeweaeoevewawneaweewaaeeea eee eee eee eeaeaeeee 


1983-84 Agenda Backs Reagan Plan 
(EL DIARIO DE HOY, 25 Aug 83) *#eeeeveeaeeeeaeeae een eaeaeaeaeoeneaneneaneaeee? 


SCIS Calls Guatemalan Trade Policy Protectionist 


Cot fee 


Briefs 


Briefs 


(DIARIO LATINO, 26 Aug 83) eeeeveaeaeeoevoea eae eeaeeveea eae aweaveean eevee ee 


Producers Protest Lack of Information From INCAFE 
(FL DIARIO DE HOY, 23 Aug 83) @#e@2e20660606060060@@6046466868808888884880840848 


Trade Agreement With Argentina 


DLP Resignation 

Union Accord 
Employment Safety Act 
Netherlands Aid 


PNC Biennial Congress Opens; Speeches Reported 


(Various sources, various dates) .isscoccccevevvcvsveeees 


DPRK Delegation 

Other Foreign Delegations 
Congress Aims 

Burnham on U.S. Action 
Burnham on Rice Project 
Burnham on Union Subversion 
Party Chairman's Address 
Burnham on Agriculture 

Praise From Foreign Delegates 
Speech by Grenadian Louison 
Reid Report 

Report on Congress Deliberations 


Post-Strike Guymine Talks With Unions in Stalemate 


(Various sources, various dates) wocccscccccvccvecvccvece 


WPA Position 
Status of Talks 
Guymine Proposals 
Threat of Layoffs 


95 


96 


98 


100 


101 


102 


103 


103 


104 
104 


105 


116 








Cuysuco Figures Show Harvest Results for Various Crops 
(GUYANA CHRONICLE, 13 Aug 83) eeeeeeeeaeeeeeveeeeeeveeeveeeene ee? 


PPP Regional Meetings Focus on Detrimental PNC Policies 
(MIRROR, 14 Aug 83) eeseveeeoeaeeeaeseea#eeeeeeeeseeeseeaeeeeeevneweeaneaeee 


PPP Scores PNC for Accepting IMF-Imposed Conditions 
(MIRROR, 14 Aug 83) eeeeveoeveeeveeeveeaeea eevee eeeaeaeeepee eevee eeee 


Rally With Hemisphere Guests Condemns 'U.S. Imperialism’ 
(GUYANA CHRONICLE, 18 Aug 83) CCC CCC OOOO OOOOH OEE E ES 


Opposition Blasts PNC Precongress Maneuvers 
(Various sources, various dates) eooeeeeeoeeeeeeoeeesevere 


MIRROR Charges, Editorial 

Call for PNC Resignation, Editorial, by Ron Pieters 
PNC's 'Phony' Attacks on U.S. 

Attack on Antiworker Measures 


Foreign Fnvoys Present Credentials, Comment on Relations 
(CUYANA CHRONICLE, various dates) ..ssccvvscccvevvvveves 


Ambassador From Guinea 
Vietnamese Envoy 
Argentine Ambassador 
Ambassador From Nicaragua 


Food Issues, U.S. Action on Loan Remain in Spotlight 
(Various sources, various dates) @eeescvoeaeeovoeaeeeeee7ea ee eee e 6 


PNC Exploitation of Food Crisis 
Lagging Barter Production 
Assurances to Rice Farmers 
Green on Food Security 

Burnham Plans for MMA Project 
Milk Supply Problem 


State Sugar Company Registers Worst Year Ever 
(Edwin Ali; CANA, 7 Sep 83) eeeeeeaeaeesveeeeeeeeeeeeeeee es 


Sugar, Other Workers in Line for Pay Incentives 
(NEW NATION, 7 Aug 83) eeeeeaeaeaeeaeeaeeaeeeeoeaeaeeeaeeaeeseeane7~eew ee ene e 


Briefs 


Liberator Party Message 
Gold, Diamond Production 
Message to Ecuador 

Sugar Production 


120 


121 


123 


126 


128 


134 


136 


142 


144 


145 
145 
146 
146 








JAMAICA 





Economy in Spotlight as Problem Areas Surface 
(Various sources, various dates) Coenen eeeeeeeee 


Exporters’ Proposals 

Decline in Bauxite Production 

PNP Critique 

JMA on CARICOM Trade 

Exports Role in Exchange Crisis 
Small Businessmen's Dissatisfaction 


Agricultural Sector Prepares To Respond to CBI 
(THE DAILY GLEANER, various dates) @#eeeeeeweeeeeeoeeeeee0e 


Society's Pledge 
New Market Potential 


GLEANER Reports Statistics on States of Economy 
(THE DALLY GLEANER, various dates) wossscsccccssvvvvvees 


Mailey Castigates Reagan Remarks Concerning Jamaica 
(Michael Manley; SUNDAY SUN, 21 Aug 83) .scccveseevovers 


GLUANER Discerns ‘Sense of Drift' in Government, Economy 
(Editorial; THE DAILY GLEANER, 22 Aug 83) ..sceereveeees 


Carl Stone Reviews Economic Problems, Sees No Real Progress 
(Carl Stone; THE DAILY GLEANER, 15 Aug 83) .wosevvecevees 


New Features Mark Start of Voter Registration Drive 
(THE DAILY GLEANER, various dates) e@e@envneaeeaeeaeeaeeaee ea ee eee 


Updated Listing Operation 
Identification Procedures 


Former Deputy P.M. Patterson Plans Return to Politics 
(THE DAILY GLEANER, 23 Aug 83) eeeeeeeeaoeeoeevneeaenvneeeeoeaeeaeene?” 


Police 'Sick-Out' Settled After Meeting With Shearer 
( THE DAILY GLEANER, various dates) @¢@4e0e¢600600600600600600606060006000660606000608 


Ramifications of Police Action 
Government Reaction to Demands 
Report on Settlement 


Luxury Goods Imports Frozen; Raw Materials Get Priority 
(SUNDAY ADVOCATE, 14 Aug 83) eeeeeaeoeeaeeaoeeeeeaeeneaeaeeeneaneaeeee 


Briefs 
Revenue Increase 


147 


155 


157 


159 


161 


163 


165 


168 


169 


173 


174 








MI XTCO 


Sinaloa Political Scene, Upcoming Flections Discussed 
(Carlos Canton Zetina; EXCELSIOR, various dates) .....¢%- 


MONTSERRAT 


Briefs 
Radio Antilles Retrenching 


NICARAGUA 


COSEP Official on Status of Private Enterprise 
(DIARIO EL GRAFICO, 22 Aug 83) eeeeeoeaeaoeaeeoeeeeaeaeoeeeaeeeeans ea? 


ST CHRISTUPHER-NEVIS 


Opposition Organ Pursues Issue of Nevis Government 
(Various sources, various dates) ..scccccscccvvevececcers 


Analysis of Imbalance 
Bryant Criticism, by Fitzroy Bryant 
Nevis Flection Candidates 


Boycott of Independence by Labor Movement, Newspaper 
(THE LABOUR SPOKESMAN, 27 Jul 83) eoeeeerereeeeeeeeeeeere 


Sugar Workers Face 6 Months Without Full Employment 
( THE LABOUR SPOKESMAN, 27 Jul 83) eeeeoeaoeaeaeoeaeaeaeaeeaeeveaaeeaeae? 


Briefs 
VIP's at Independence 
Trinidad-Tobago Envoy 
Factory Move to Nevis 
UK Aid to Farmers 
Loans to Development Bank 


ST VINCENT ANI) THE GRENADINES 


Opposition Rejects Government Claim of 2.4-Percent Growth 
(BARBADOS ADVOCATE, 18 Aug 83) .oscccccccscvevesveveveues 


Briefs 
New High Commissioner 


175 


190 


191 


195 


202 


203 


205 
205 
205 
206 
206 


207 


208 





ENERCY ECONOMICS EL SALVADOR 


CEL'S 1943-85 PROJECT TO BENEFIT WESTERN DEPARTMENTS 
san Salvador EL DIARIO DE HOY in Spanish 24 Aug 83 pp 3, 45 


i\text} ‘the CEL [Lempa River Hydroelectric Executive Commission] power plants 
nave generated an approximate total of 1,424,900,000 kilowatts-hours, current 
CEL President Col Francisco A. Moran has reported. 


Of that total, he adds, 830.3 megawatts (58.3 percent) were generated by the 
9 de Noviembre, Guajoyo and Cerron Grande hydroelectric plants. 


A total of 513.4 megawatts (36 percent), he continued, were generated by the 
Ahuachapan geothermal plant and 81.2 megawatts (5.7 percent) by the Acajutla 


thermal and Soyapango gas turbine plants, both of which operate with oil pro- 
ducts. 


Colonel Moran reports that total kilowatts-hours generation in the first half 
of 1983 was 463,960,000 (60.7 percent) by hydroelectric, 252,080,000 (33.3 per- 
cent) by geothermal and 48,479,000 (6.3 percent) by thermal (oil products) 
power plants, for an overall total of 764,619,000 [figure as published] kilo- 


watts-hours. 
Installed Capacity 


including the San Lorenzo hydroelectric plant scheduled for inauguration, Col- 
onel Moran continues, the national installed capacity of electricity generation 
in kilowatts-hours is made up as follows: 


-- 64.9 percent hydroelectric plants: 5 de Noviembre, 85,000; Guajoyo, 15,000; 
Cerron Grande, 135,000; and.San Lorenzo, 180,000. 


/ 


-- 14.9 percent geothermal: Ahuachapan geothermal plant, 95,000. 


-- 20.2 percent thermal (oil products): Acajutla thermal] plant. 69,600; and 
Soyapango gas turbine plant, 58,600. 


The system, Moran says, still does not include the installed capacity of 24 ,000. 
kilowatts-hours of the San Miguel gas turbine plant scheduled to begin opera- 
tions in the next few months. 














Future Projects 

Among the tentative projects that the CEL expects to complete for electricity 
generation up to the year 2000, adds Colonel Moran, top priority is given to 
the 1985-85 Eighth Energy Project to be developed primarily in Santa Ana, 
Sonsonate, Ahuachapan and Usulutan departments. 

To maintain continuity in the development of plans to expand the electrical 
power sector over the medium- and long-terms, as well as in the supply of elcc- 
tricity, Colonel Moran reports that this project includes works and studies to 
restore the transmission system, acquisition of drilling equipment for geo- 
thermal energy, training plan, rural electrification in the western region, 
rehabilitation of Ahuachapan's geothermal field, experimental reinjection in 
Berlin's geothermal field and detailed design and preparation of bids for the 
Berlin geothermal plant, as well as geothermal studies at the Chipilapa (Ahua- 
chapan) field. 

Electrical Interconnection 

The Honduras-E! Salvador electrical interconnection, continues Colonel Moran, 
is expected to start operation by late-1984, following expansion of the San 
Miguel substation and construction of approximately 55 km of transmission 
lines to the El Amatillo border. 


Other Projects 


Concluding, Colonel Moran says tentative projects to be undertaken from now 
until the year 2000 include the following: 


-- Geothermal studies in Coatepeque (Santa Ana), 

-- Chipilapa (Ahuachapan) geothermal power plant. 

-~ Berlin geothermal power plant. 

-- San Vicente geothermal power plant. 

-~ Chinameca (San Miguel) geothermal power plant. 

-~ El Tigre hydroelectric power plant. 

-~ Coal thermoelectric power plant (Sonsonate). 

-- Expansion of the 5 de Noviembre hydroelectric power plant. 


-- Expansion of the Cerron Grande hydroelectric power plant. 
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QADHDHAFI'S EFFORTS TO WOO CARIBBEAN NATIONS SET BACK 
Bridgetown CANA in English 0919 GMT 8 Sep 83 
[Report by Guy Ellis] 


[Text] Castries, St Lucia, 8 Sep (CANA)--Efforts by Libyan strongman 
Muammar (Jaddhafi to win friends in the English-speaking Caribbean have 
suffered a setback here that gave the public image of his socialist 
admirers on the island a battering. 


lhe setback was the second in about 7 months, following a torpedoed effort 
to win friends and cement ties with leftist politicians in neighbouring 
Dominica. 


St Lucias prime minister, John Compton last July blocked what he said 
was a plan by Libya to train supporters of the opposition Progressive 
Labour Party (P?LP)--headed by a former foreign minister and Deputy Prime 
Minister George Odlum--in ways of destabilising governments. 


Compton ordered the police to seize the groups’ passports shortly before 
the 14 persons were to fly out. 


Fifteen Dominicans who had taken up an offer of scholarships Libya 
channelled through another leftist party, however, returned home prematurely 
last December saying they had been placed in a camp for training in 
terrorism and sabotage. 





Like the Dominica Liberation Movement Alliance (DLMA), the PLP here 
shrugged aside the charge that Libya's plan was to train youths for a 
wave of violence in the hope of toppling conservative governments in the 
eastern Caribbean. 


Compton, who took this 238-square-mile agriculture and tourist dependent 
island to independence from Britain 4 years ago, accused Odlum and his 
party of being financed by Libya. 


Such financing, he said, had been responsible for sporadic bursts of PLP 
activity on the island. Earlier this year, the party launched a campaign 

















of public meetings and anti-government demonstrations. But the government 
stepped in alter the second march and invoked a section of the public 
order act to place an indefinite ban on such activity in and around the city. 


The St Lucian leader alleged that the PLP usually made video recordings of 
its anti-government activities and sent them to Libya, thereby earning the 
party additional Libyan funds. 


Last 22 July Compton went on radio and television to announce that a 
group of “activists” of the PLP had been secretly recruited for training 
in terrorism and sabotage in Libya. 


He said: "This is a matter of utmost gravity which endangers the security 
of St Lucia and the safety of its citizens." 


He gave names of 14 of the alleged recruits--both men and women--who 
he said were to be involved in "this act of treason." 


Compton said the Libyan Government had recently allocated (U.S.) one 
million dollars for political activities by so-called progressive parties 
in the Caribbean. | 


The PLP, he said had received (U.S.)$40,000 of this amount. 


The PLP has never denied the charge that it has been receiving Libyan 
funds. 


Responding to charges that he had been to Libya more than once this year, 
Odlum explained that anytime he was wanted anywhere in the world and 
tickets were sent for him to travel, he would go. 


The first PLP reaction to Compton's nationwide address came in Odlum's 
weekly newspaper, THE CRUSADER. In a front page story, it denied that 
recruits were to have been involved in training in either terrorism or 
sabotage. They were students, the PLP said, who were travelling to Libya 
to study "a variety of technical skills." 


THE CRUSADER quoted "sources close to the PLP” as saying that Compton 

was in panic because "the bankruptcy of his government is leading St Lucians 
to see revolution as a strong possible solution to the chaos and frustration 
in the country." 


The police here said some of the recruits were illiterate and had criminal 
records. 


Odlum has said that two persons said by Compton to have been involved in 
the travel arrangements for the recruits, were in fact quite innocent. 
One of those, a Briton named David England, left the island after being 
declared a prohibited immigrant. 











Just how serious the government was treating the matter became evident 
when Compton told party supporters that his administration would combat 
any attempt here to seize power by unconstitutional means. 

He declared: "...Anytime they try their nonsense, we will rally you and 
crush them, and crush the serpent's head." 


Last month, Odlum addressed a letter to the prime minister, pleading on 
England's behalf. He wrote: "As leader of the Progressive Labour Party, 
I am the person directly concerned with the details of this venture and 

[ give you my word of honour that England knew nothing of the trip to 
Libya and was not in any way associated with the arrangements.” 


Odlum accused the government of victimising England. He said Eastern 
Airlines resident manager, St Lucian Newman Monrose, was not involved, 
as the government had claimed. Ye suggested that the charges against 
them be "quietly dropped or pursued formally through due process of law." 


The PLP leader's letter said: "I trust that at this crucial point in 
time in ovr economic and political evolution, that you would see the merit 
in letting sleeping dogs lie.” 


jut the government maintained its resolve and in a statement to the House 
of Assembly a few days later, Compton reiterated the government's 
determination to see the matter through to the very end. 


The St Lucian recruits, he told the House of Assembly, were to have been 
part of a group of 100 from the eastern Caribbean to be provided with 
airline tickets for travel to Libya by that country's embassy in Mexico. 


Explaining that information on the affair had been supplied to his govern- 
ment by the intelligence services of “certain friendly countries," Compton 
said: "In the dragnet of security information one name attracted atten- 
tion--that of David England. The purpose for which these people were 
recruited has been confirmed by 15 Dominican returnees who were similarly 
lured to Libya on the false promise of student scholarships, only to find 
themselves confined to terrorist training camps.” 


Referring to England's denial Compton said: "The secret service do not 
know who David England is, but they found his name on a telex message and 
they transmitted it to the government here. That is how we know. How 
did they dream up his name.” 


According to Compton, of the first batch of St Lucian recruits--part of 
an overall group of 26, seven were known criminals, convicted of offences 
ranging from the use of threatening words to being armed with a dangerous 
weapon. 


Monrose too seems likely to become another casualty of the Libyan connec- 
tion. The government has announced that his "involvement" has been 
reported to his employers, because "his activities pose a danger to 
national security." 























He has been debarred from entry into the Hewanorra International Airport 
compound here. 


Monrose has made no statement on the matter. Although Odlum contends too 

that he was not involved, the government claims that on 24 July, Monrose 
accompanied by PLP mobilisation officer Vic Fadlein had attempted to charter 

two St Lucian Airways planes to take the recruits to Martinique on the 

first leg of their trip to Libya. 


Monrose, Compton told Parliament, had used the Eastern Airlines custom 
to obtain a 5 percent discount on the transaction which was however aborted 
when the police seized the passports’ of the wouldbe passengers. 


There has been no indication from the PLP as to what institutions in 
Libya or subjects the St Lucians would have studied. The fact that some 
of the party were reportedly illiterate has also raised questions here 
about the nature of their intended training. 


But Odlum dismissed the terrorism/sabotage theory as ridiculous. "You 
don't have to go all the way to Libya to be trained in terrorism. We 
have people in St Lucia who know how to blast...there are people (here) 
who can put together a home-made bomb better than the IRA (Irish Republic 
Army), he told a public meeting of his PLP. 


Apart from the PLP, Libya has reportedly established strong ties with 
leftist political parties in Grenada--where it has its only embassy in 
the eastern Caribbean--as well as in Dominica and Anvcigua and Barbuda. 


Odlum has been one of the country's most controversial politicians. 
Between 1979 and 1981, he was involved in a bitter but unsuccessful attempt 
to wrest control of the St Lucia Labour Party (SLP) government from Prime 
Minister Allan Louisy. 


At one point during the controversy, Odlum and Louisy clashed publicly 
over the former's secret recruitment of 12 St Lucian youths for military 
training in Grenada. 


Louisy told the nation Odlum had indicated to him that only two young men 
had been sent to "the spice isle” to be trained as bodyguards for members 
of the then government, but he had later discovered that the figure was 12. 


The secret training in Grenada was one of the reasons advanced by Louisy 
for refusing to honour an agreement with Odlum to hand him the leadership 
of the SLP government. 


The Libyan affair has undoubtedly affected Odlum's public image--although 
he usually brushes aside any suggestions that his popularity might have 
been affected by actions taken by him or his party. 


CSO: 3298/1305 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


GRENADA EX-PM GAIRY VISITS BARBADOS, MEETS WITH PRESS 


Hotel Press Conference 


Bridgetow:) THE NATION in English 18 Aug 83 p 1 
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Ceatect, because th 
have done so much damage to a 


people ... 25000 Grenedians 


Feria: | want to hear {rum ibe 
. - masedes we have a 
ra see not . 
toms here. nprcretcetliagn on 


ere astray now, incl myself ‘ 
reg rather you Boner ab et facae 
the other people | asked here. have anything to do with com- 

Faria: | think we should hear munists. 
from the others here. . Varia: ! want toheer from my 

Gatry: No, no, no. They are colleagues. 
here on my invitation. This is m Galry: They are working for 
Press conference. Is there their perticular media. 
an here w ® come have been sent here .. . 
without my invitation? Faria: You will have to wait on 

(No answers) — pr sy " 

Gairy: You've answer t this point Sir Eric summon- 
| have to invite who | want is the management of the hotel 
here. I'm paying for this room asserting that he mey not have a 

In Grenade one of these peo- right at the bar of the hotel, but 
ple went to Mr. Bishop's Press that this was his room. 
conference and they were not in- Security staff were summoned 
the dece. peacefully. He was joined by 

Farle: That is not true. Any some of the journalists who walk- 
journalist can go... . ed out of the meeting. 

Galery: You speak for yourself. Prior to the Press conference 

ven the red carpet. You cannot National Liberation (MONALI) 

ve it both ways. condemning Gairy's visit to Bar- 


bados as “provocative”. 


CARIBBEAN CONTACT Reply 
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[Text ] “Editor of Caribbean Contact, Rickey Singh, finds it 
reprehensible that a local journalist, irrespective of 
his association or philosophical viewpoint, should be 
requested to leave a Press conference called by a 
Grenadian politician to discuss his country’s 
problems in Barbados. 

Singh was reacting yesterday to the move by ousted 
Grenada Prime Minister Sir Eric Gairy, to ask 
freelance journalist, Norman Faria, to leave his 
Press conference. 

The conference Sir Eric was held last 
Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 

When Faria posed a question and identified himself 
as representing Caribbean Contact, Sir Eric said he 
was not specially invited as other journalists present 
were, and further accused Contact of being a 
“communist pep ol 

Singh said that Faria, who like other local jour- 

nalists had read of Sir Eric’s Press Conference, 
galled the Editor of Contact and volunteered 
coverage. 
! He said that faria is not a member of Contact staff, 
but it is not unusual for freelance journalists to cover 
Press conferences and other events for more than one 
media company. 


"It is reprehensible that a local journalist, irrespective of his association 

or philos: phical viewpoint, should be requested to leave a Press conference 
called by a Grernadian politician to discuss his country's problems in Barbados," 
the Contact Editor said. 























Singh said it is encouraging to know that some of the local journalists chose 


to express their disapproval by walking out of Sir Eric's Press conference. 


He said that Contact did not consider it necessary to defend "the baseless 
allegations about communism made by Sir Eric." 


"Contact has noted that Sir Eric prefers to attack individuals and organisa- 


tions rather than explain to the media the real purpose of his visit to 
Barbados at this time," Mr. Singh said. 


[Text] 


He added that so far as 
Sir Eric’s ‘bitter - 
sonal attack on Rev, 
Nehaul (former 
0 ge ee Mn Carib- 
n},Confernece of 
rches to which 
, bbean Contact is 
affiliated) is concerned, it 
is to be noted that the CCC 


d d tribute 
rie ee 
ecumenism and 


\4 
‘ 


to the full development of 
Caribbean people.” . 
“It would, therefore, be 
a disservice to yd 
Nehaul . bras ed 


against allega ons by 8 , 
Siitician ike ric 


jairy,” Singh said. 


leterview on Current Activities 
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(¥: Did the Barbedos Govern- 
ment know you were coming 
here? 

A did not know I was 
coring. That is important. 

: Were — eleport? 
treatment at t 

A; No. I do not expect VIP 
tre.tment. | am not the de facto 

rine minister of Grenade. 

‘re is @ prime minister in 
Gri nede . . [do not think he gets 
VI) treatment, does he? I do not 
thik the actual prime minister 
gets VIP treatment here and | am 
not the actual prime minister. | 
am the de jure prime minister — 
the properly elected prime 
minister, but 1 do not have 
Grenada in my hands. 


How were treated on 
val in Barbadost 
A: The penpie I met at the air- 
port were very kind and very 
nics: to me. 
U: What ie the of 
ai at this 


‘roundt,; 


A: Let me anewer that by ask- 
ing another question. If | came a 
month ago, would | still have 
been — at a special time? 


Q@ Yes 

A: So is a time factor sur- 

Ag travels? 

Q: Se tell us the 
e this time . 


.: I don't believe there is any 
significance about this time. 

did you come this 
week and not next week - next 
moath or six months ago? 

A: After four years and five 
months in the United States, | 
mise the Caribbean. Long time 
since | had eaten any flying fish. ! 
had some yesterday. 

Q: Do you plan to remain in 
the go for sometime? 

upon the cir- 


ances as come along. 


be visitin 
Comat 


ae an 


10 


on... I don't have any reserva- 
tions, If anybody asks me any 
questions I would have the time 
to answer them. 


ee eer 


coun- 
a 
your 
A: I've _ liked Barbados. 


are many characteristics 
that would attract a person to 
come here. | am not com ring 
. lem se in Ba 
6 are tly more aoe 
ey are more in — than 
the average. They read plenty, 
they chet plenty, and they know 











what's going on. Of course | 
didn't know t 5 ioe sont 8 ine 
wus so high. | like the people 
Barbados. | like the a = of 
Barbados. | like the 

well. | feel more at home here. 7 
am {riendly with ali the eae A 
ments ... | have more 

with the ‘een of Trinidad 
then | have here. | have a lot of 
friends in Trinidad. 

Q: Did come to Barbados 
alone 

A: | came with a jot of people. 
all black beite ... they stay all 
around ... lots of them on dif- 
ferent flights . . . black belte. 

Q: Are you... 

A. Aré you leading up to a 
point, then come to the point. 

Q: is Mrs. Gairy with you? 

A: Or rather you mean, aid | 
come with any members of my 
family? No, | came singly, but | 
have « lot of other people who 
came with me as | said earlier. 


siacaiaaad m only joking. 
They aro not alt “lack bolts. 


Q: Where do you go from 
here? 

A:| haven't decided yet 

Q: Hew long do you plan to 
stay? 

A: | haven't decided yet. 


Q: What is the time frame you 
have of visiting other countries 
when you leeve here? Do you in- 
tend to = to exile — tem- 


Sst when — in the United 
when you leave this coun- 
4/4 You know, I haven't made a 
one on that yet. Again, that 
ould depend on circumstances. 


t might be attracted to remain in 
one of the islands ... not Bar- 
bados. 


~— veg to omnes 
to Sane you if you on 
Grenada. 


A: Bi is shaking and 
trembling. He doesn't sleep at 
nights, He paces the floor. 


Q: Is your visit to Barbedos 
pert of « —— cam- 
paiga s his? 

A: I ‘t know. | am a happy 
person | 1 and-a-half years 
in exile. | left with three suits 
and $1 200. Bishop has got nine 
bank accounts, my business, my 
oe ang py Da party and 
union. In my 6 he has taken 

. lam ashamed to talk about it 

things he has gotten there. . 
and I am at peace with myself, 
i've learned everyday. | listen to 
the world P mig i watch televi- 
sion everyday. | listen to congres- 
sional debates. | am much more 
advanced intellectually than | us- 
ad to be. I've made improvements 
and | am happy. | am at peace 
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with myself’ Mr Bishop is nof 
that wa 


it, Whet 60 you do for w liv 


A. Do you mean, do | earn? | 
don't earn. | taught for a few 
weeks. | think | made less than 
$1000 ... For about six weeks 

_1 do teach a thing called per 
sonal magnetism... | am involv 
ed with some other things — 
finer things and | tried that and 
had classes — a six weeks class 
... | haven't worked nor any 
thing like that in the United 
States. 


ou roe preaching in 
the United Stat 
A: No. Some ede are certain 


that I have a church. | heard thai 
in Grenada they say | have a 
church ... they say all sorts of 
things about me. | used to go to 
church in California where | live. 
1 am a Roman Catholic by 
religion. 


a oo om 


A: | would say that I am a 
liberal conservative. | am a 
liberal = issues like land refo-m 
and rights of women and righis 
of workers and the health of the 
poor and #0 on. Conservative in 
discipline. | like to see a disciplin- 
ed country. A liberal conser- 
vative., 


Q: Are you accepted by 
Americens? 

A: The Bishop regime has fail- 
ed to hold elections after four- 
and-a-half years. The United 
States government has made its 
policy quite clear. Based on that, 
my relationship with the United 
States and its people is good. 

I move about in the United 
States quite freely. I made 
representat 1 at the uppermost 
levels of th Immigrat and 
Naturalisation Service there for 
Grenadians whoarehaving prob- 
lems. I was able to talk to top 
sy and I have no problem 
there 


ou bave any formal or 
nikon discussions with 
Urited States officials on the 
state of affairs in Grenada? 


A: Yes. | have had talks with 
several organisations and with 
individuals within the admiistra- 
tion, letting them know what the 
situation was and is in Grenada. 


Q: What were the results? 

A: They were astonished to 
find out exactly how the govern- 
ment was taken. 


(hey were not aware, based 
on the propaganda, that it 
was not os « result of a 


popular rebellion that the 
government was taken. They did 


Ll 


not know that no on wae 
demonstratiazg and shouting 
Gaity Must Go and so on. That 
did not happen, so | had to ex- 
plain to them how it happened 


Q: Did you get « good recep 
tion? 

A They were even surprised 
necause they had heard the op 
posite. They had heard about a 
peoples revolution and a 
popular revolution and 90 on. It 
was not like that. 


Q: Did you ask the United 
States for assistance in regsin- 
tog, ~ government of Grenada? 

0. 


Would you went 
ce? 

A. You come now to the ques- 
tion about if I plan to go back to 
Grenade and how and when | 
plan to go back. Because of the 
pecuilar position in which | am 
placed, it would be difficult for 
me to answer your questions and 
give yuu all the information you 
want 


Q@ Do ye ® have as time frame 
for going back to Greneds? 

A: That is one aa the questions 
[ cannot answer. There are 
things | would like to say and 
many things I would like to dw, 
but for expedience and better 
judgment | shall not be able to do 
them. You would understand 
what | am talking about. 


Q: You have not given up the 
idea of returning to Grenada? 
A: The people expect me to be 
back there and | expect to be 
Cc 


After all, | am the duly 
elected, constitutional prime 
minister and head of the govern- 
ment and le of Grenada 
Carriacou and Petite Martinique. 
I am in temporary exile. | feel it 
incumbent upon me to return 
because the people have given 
me 4 full mandate and that has 
not been dissipated by elections. 
They have not withdrawn their 
votes from me. They have not 
voted me out. 








COUNTRY SECTION 


BARBADOS MANUFACTURERS SEEK NEW MARKET IN BAHAMAS 


September Mission 


INTER-AMERICAN 


arts 
FS + | 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 20 Aug 83 p 1 


[Text | 


Barbadian manufacturers 
who three months ago were on 


; 


partners went up ‘ 
million for the first quarter 


country. 
that it was a good 
market to get into for the variety of 





local products which will be on 
show in that country. He said he 
took along samples of the products 
during his trip to the Bahamas. 


Mr. Harper said that no licensin 
arrangements would be requir 
and ‘‘in every sense of the word it 
is a relatively free market."’ 


According to him: ‘‘The market 
is ~onducive to the holding of an 
exhibition. The manufacturers will 
have to enter the market aware of 
the fact that it is an market, 
pe to international com- 

tion.” 


Mr. Watson said, too, that in 


, order to sell in the Bahamas 


businessmen had to obtain a 
temporary work it, and to get 
this a first ule form must 
completed. 


In addition a police certificate of 


ery character, medical certificate, and 


two testimonials are also required. 
The to be displayed are 


already in the Bahamas. 
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[Text | 
Barbados private 
sector is sending a trade 


mission to the mas 
from September 11-14 
with a v to 
contracts for a range 
exports, a hisineseman 
Joey e Harper has 
r 


ighteen Barbadian 
businesses are takin 
part in the venture, aim 


at getting people on the 


Caribbean archipelago to 
buy more Barbadian 
furniture, garments, 
foodstuff, curios and 


other products. 

“At the moment our 
trade with the Bahamas 
is negligible,’’ Harper 
reported. ‘‘We are trying 
to improve it.” 

Last year Barbados 

ht $173 693 worth of 
g from the Bahamas 
Imports in 1961 were 
valued at $137 702. 

Exports to the 
Bahamas, like Barbados 
a member of the Carib- 
bean Community 
(CARICOM), were 
valued at $704 520 in 1961 
and $1.2 million last year. 
Main sales were in- 
secticides $898 700 and 
rum ($140 200). 
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Trade Figures 


The trade mission, 
headed by former 
Assistant Director 
(Operations) of the state- 
run Barbados Export 
Promotion Corporation 
Vanburn Gaskin, is 
reported to be the first to 
the Bahamas. It comes at 
a tims of st up trade 
with CARICOM coun- 
tries. 


Barbados’ imports 
from CARICOM trading 
partners in the first 
quarter of this year were 
val at $34.7 million 
and $26.3 million in the 
first quarter of last year. 
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COUNTRY SECTLON INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


ST KITTS-NEVIS PREMIER ADDRESSES DOMINICAN PARTY MEETING 


Bassetterre THE DEMOCRAT in English 30 Jul 83 p 12 


[Text] The Premier, the Honourable Dr Kennedy Simmonds returned to the 
State on Sunday evening from Dominica, where earlier in the day he delivered 
the feature address at the 15th Annual Convention of the ruling Dominica 
Freedom Party. 


An enthusiastic crowd estimated to be in excess of 5,000, travelled from all 
parts of Dominca to attend the gala convention which took place this year 
at the small East Coast village of Delices. 


Premier Simmonds was met on arrival by Prime Minister Minister Eugenia 
Charles and was escorted to the large Convention Hall. 


The Freedom Party, like Dr Simmonds’ People's Action Movement, was elected 
to office in 1980, after 20 years of Labour Party rule. 


Dr Simmonds’ theme was that an enlightened and involved people is the 
bulwark of democracy. The Premier stressed his commitment to the democratic 
way of life, and he drew cheers of agreement when he noted that small, 
‘Independent states are vulnerable to the perils of adventurism from without 
and within. 


But he reasoned that the surest defence is a vigilant and determined people 
who are committed to preserving their right of free choice and who abhor 
violence and spurn subversion. 


"We cannot seek to perpetuate ourselves in office either by force of arms 
or by intimidation,” warned Premier Simmonds. "That would be alien to the 
process by which we came to office in the first place. Let our tools be 
performance, persuasion and projection. 


Referring to himself as a Caribbean brother, the Premier called upon the 
Convention to support the efforts of their Leaders to use the Regional 
Integration Movement as a vehicle for National Growth and Development. 


1h 











At the end of what was termed by the Chairman "a most memorable speech," 
Dr Simmonds was presented with a souvenir by a young woman who declared that 
he was one of the Young Freedom Movement's “favourite politicians." 


The Young Freedom Movement is the highly organised Youth Arm of the Dominica 
Freedom Party. 


Dr Simmonds was accompanied to Dominica by Mr Hugh Heyliger, Mr Terence 
Byron and Miss Constance Mitchan. 


CSO: %3298/880 
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COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


VENEZUELAN DIPLOMATIC MOVES--St. George's, Grenada, Monday (CANA)--The 
Venezuelan Charge d‘Affairs in Grenada, Romulo Nucete left Grenada Saturday 
for a new posting in Cuba, it has been announced here. According to an 
official Venezuelan Embassy spokesman the diplomat, along with his wife 

and children, will first go back to Caracas for briefing before going on 

to Havana. The official told CANA Nucete's replacement would be Reuben 
Franco, consular officer at the Venezuelan Embassy in Saudi Arabia. He is 
expected to arrive in Grenada in September to take up the post. The 
Venezuelan spokesman said that in the interim the embassy here would be 

run by Noel Garcia, the present first secretary based in Costa Rica, who 

is due in Grenada shortly. Nucete on Thursday night held a farewell recep- 
tion attended by most diplomats posted here elong with members of the 
People's Revolutionary Government, including Prime Minister Maurice Bishop 
and Justice Minister Kenrick Radix. Venezuela, Cubs and the Soviet Union 
are the only three countries with embassies in Grenada. [Text] [Bridgetown 
BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 16 Aug 83 p 3] 


BARBADOS MANUFACTURERS TO TRINIDAD--Representatives of 18 manufacturing 
companies in Barbados will leave the island today for a one-week sales and 
goodwill mission to Trinidad and Tobago. The companies represented include 
manufacturers of garments, furniture, watches, solar water heaters and 
building materials. Four of the companies are making their first sales 

trip to Trinidad and Tobago. These are Burke Wireworks which makes wire 
clothes hangers, plastic coated vegetable racks, dish drainers and bath 
caddies; Sous Sol Designs, manufacturers of ladies garments; Exquisite 
Furniture Limited, manufacturers of wooden furniture and Carrington's 

Photo Creations and Video Production Limited. The mission, which is being 
jointly sponsored by the Barbados Export Promotion Corporation (BEPC) and 

the Barbados Manufacturers’ Association (BMA), will be led by a member of the 
BEPC Board of Directors, Mr. John Watson. [Text] [Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE 
in English 21 Aug 83 p 1] 








BENIN SIGNS LOS ACCORD--His Excellency Joseph Hounton of Benin signed the 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs on Tuesday. Looking on are deputy prime minister and minister 

of foreign affairs, the Rt Hon Hugh Shearer, and Mrs Yvonne Foster, deputy 
chief of protocol. Benin has become the 130th signatory of the convention 
governing activities conducted in international waters. At the signing 
session, Mr Shearer congratulated Ambassador Hounton on having made this 
important step on behalf of the government of Benin. He also informed 

him that Belize had recently deposited its Instrument of Ratification of 
the Law of the Sea Convention, joining the Bahamas, Fiji, Ghana, Jamaica, 
Mexico, the United Nations Council for Namibia and Zambia as the first 
signatories to have completed this process. Ambassador Hounton assured 

Mr Shearer of his government's intention to work towards an early ratifica- 
tion and of Benin's participation in the meetings of the Preparatory 
Commission currently being held in Kingston. [Text] [FLO81443 Kingston 
THF DAILY GLEANER in English 1 Sep 83 p 13] 


CSO: 3298/1305 
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COUNTRY SECTION ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


MESSAGE TO TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO ON TRADE DISPUTE 
FLO30800 Bridgetown CANA in English 2206 GMT 2 Sep 83 


[Text] St Johsn, Antigua, 2 Sep (CANA)--Antigua and Barbuda says it 
today dispatched a message to Trinidad and Tobago seeking to resolve 
difficulties that are hampering trade between the two Caribbean Community 
(Caricom) countries. 


Deputy Prime Minister Lester Bird said he had written Trinidad and Tobago's 
Trade Minister Desmond Cartey seeking to assure him that colour TV sets 
Antigua is trying to sell to Port of Spain are genuinely made here and should 
qualify for duty-free treatment under the Caricom regulations. 


The hardly month-old export-oriented Electronic Technology International 
(ETL) which produces the TV sets and Antigua Appliance Industries Limited, 
manufacturers of fridges and stoves, have both complained of immense 
difficulty in penetrating the Trinidad market. 


Bird said the Trinidad and Tobago Government had told Antigua that "they 
(Port of Spain) are doing an in-house analysis as to the quantum of 
appliances that Trinidad needs in any one particular year, and until they 
have done that sort of definitive study, the question of (import) licences 
will be almost done on an ad hoc basis.” 


"This has created a problem for us because Antigua produces refrigerators 
and stoves and we are now in the business of exporting colour television 
sets," Bird told CANA in an interview here. Trinidad and Tobago maintains 
an import licencing system. 


The minister of economic development said Antigua-Barbuda had called in 
experts from the seven-nation Organisation of East Caribbean States (OECS) 
who had in a report to the government verified the manufacturing capability 
of the two industries and a copy of the document had been sent to Trinidad 
and Tobago. 


He said the OECS specialists had also verified that the goods were meeting 
the value-added criteria to qualify them for duty-free treatment in any 
of the other 12 Caricom states. 
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Trinidad and Tobago manufacturers have accused certain Antigua industries 
of breaching the so-called area-origin criteria that determine whether 
goods made within the region qualify for duty-free treatment in Caricon. 


Bird said: "This has been under scrutiny and the manufacturers have 
indicated to me this is not so. We have gone the extra mile to get the 
OECS...to make an assessment and an analysis (so) that this (charge) 
cannot be used as an excuse for refusing licences." 


CSO: 3298/1300 
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COUNTRY SECTION ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


SLX-MONTH LOSS PROMPTS OIL COMPANY LAYOFF OF 200 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 19 Aug 83 p 3 


[Text ] ST JOHNS Antigua Thursdzy million during the financial year ended 
(CANA) — The Antigua and Barbuda December 31, 1962, and has continued to 
Government says the financially- sustain an average monthly loss of 
troubled West Indies Oil Company here EC$2 700 000 over the six-month period 

to lay-off some of its 200-odd staff ended June 1983’’, the statement said. 
llowing a 16-million dollar (one E.C. The refinery restarted operations at a 
dollar equals 37 cents US) loss in the cost of US$30 million in April last 
first six months of this year. after an eight-year closure, in a 
ae government statement here said. effort between the government the 
— had informed the Cabinet National Petroleum Company of 
ny its p to reduce manpower and Bermuda. 
bring the refinery staff into line with 
that needed for a trading terminal. Last a2 the refinery, which 
pending the eventual implementation of was geared to suppl crude to 
measures to upgrade the refinery and members of the seven-nation regional 
increase its operational efficiency. sub-grouping — the Organisation of 
“WIOC’s ement has informed Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) — 
the government thet the refi has laid off more than # temporary 
sustained financial loss over EC$44 workers. 
According to the 
statement, the company 


place, and only ter- 


minalling wires atten of the 
=e are being carried 
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ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


BIRD BACK FROM ASIAN TOUR, ANNOUNCES LOME II LOAN 


3ridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE in English 21 Aug 83 p 3 


[Article by Louis Daniel] 


[Text] 


CSO: 


3298/913 


St. John’s, 


among other things, sus 

payment of increments to 

Se 
Service 4 

several recommendations 


government has already recruited a 
team to ensure the proper control of 
government vehicles. 

Mr. Bird said that the other 
recommendations were under serious 
consideration by government and in the 


meantime, he has a to 
a employees to more 
iscipline and te with govern 


ment in an effort to ‘stem 
against the IMF and their recom- 
mendations.” 

Prime Minister Bird has in the past 
criticised the IMF's policies, arguing 
that they ususily create industria 


unrest. 

He said that the Far East tour 
he also held discussions with 
representatives of the Organisation of 


Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) on the use of a US$1 million 
and Barbuda. 
The Prime Minister said the funds 
would be used in ogy op 
Programme sister 
isle of Barbuda. 
He added that he was also able to 
obtain an additional $6 million from the 











COUNTRY SECTION ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


COMMERCIAL TELEVISION SYSTEM READIED FOR OPERATION 
FL121459 Bridgetown CANA in English 2333 CMT 10 Sep 83 


[Text] St Johns, Antigua, 10 Sep (CANA)--Antigua and Barbuda is on the 
verge of having its second commercial television system, a 10 channel 
satellite-based operation to be put on the air in time for the country’s 
second anniversary of independence on 1 November. 


Owned by local and foreign entrepreneurs, the Cable TV [CTV] system will 
join the single-channel ABS-TV which the government took over when the 
station's private owners went broke in 1980. 


CTV's studio facilities are now being readied in the Antigua capital, 
St Johns, and training of the technicians who will have to hook up the 
cable systems and run the operation is underway. 


Stanley Bowen, public relations officer for the new CTV, says (?most) 
of the programming for the system will be taken off American domestic 
satellites carrying news, sports, movies, cartoons, and varied other TV 
material. 


He said this would be supplemented by local programming of various types, 
especially educational and entertainment material. Just how much local 
material there will be is still to be worked out, Bowen said, along with 
the actual channel allocation. 


He estimated that there were at least 12,000 TV sets in Antigua and 
Barbuda, judging from the number of paid up television licences registered 
with the government. 


The company will feed its service to consumers 24 hours a day via cable 
network to be strung across utility poles throughout the city and just 
outside. 


The projected rental cost for the service is $30 a month (one E.C. dollar; 
37 cents U.S.). 


The way the owners envisage it, the CTV system should have about 10,000 
subscribers by the end of its first year's operation. 











"The people here are extremely receptive to the cable TV idea and are 
anxiously awaiting the system," Bowen told CANA. 


For Antiguans, the concept of having American satellite TV programming 
beamed into their homes will not be new. 


The government TV station has already erected its own satellite TV receiver, 
complete with a 16 foot dish antenna, and relays a wealth of material, 
some of it live: from the popular music show "Solid Gold" back to the news. 


For the station, the U.S. satellites clearly constitute a cheap, if some- 
times irrelevant, source of programming, carried here from time to time 
complete with the inserted American advertisements. 


According to Deputy Prime Minister Lester Bird, government has so far 

not devised systems to deal with the cultural impact of so much American 

TV in this former British colony. "There have been arguments about cultural 
imperialism and the imposition of United States perspectives on a small 
Third World country," he says. 


But he wasn't convinced that some of the things people will see in these 
shows they would want to copy and inculate "when you are trying to develop 
your own identity and to develop a new nation." 


Said Bird: "I take the point that we cannot just willy nilly plug into 
the satellite and just let the programmes run. Not that you should be 
some selective process in terms of what programmes sl.ould be shown. 


"...There should be some consideration of relevant programming to our own 
developmental aspirations." 


The deputy prime minister said he would favour having perhaps a committee 


established to ensure that television here "just doesn't plug into 10 or 
15 stations when you never know what's on it." 


CSO: 3298/1300 
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COUNTRY SECTION ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


BRIEFS 


AGREEMENT WITH UNDP--St Johns, Antigua, 26 Aug (CANA)--Antigua and Barbuda 
has signed an agreement with the United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) covering technical cooperation, an official statement said. 

Deputy Prime Minister Lester Bird and UNDP's resident representative to 

the Eastern Caribbean, Trevor Gordon-Somers, initialled the agreement which 
supersedes previous arrangements with the United Kingdom prior to Antigua 
and Barbuda gaining independence in 1981 and full UN membership. The 

UNDP has allocated 4.8 million E.C. dollars (one E.C. dollar; 37 cents U.S.) 
in assistance to this Caribbean country over the period 1982-86. The 

funds will finance the establishment of a hotel training center, upgrading 
technical capabilities at Coolidge airport here, expanding agricultural 
production, and an education project. [Text} [FL262154 Bridgetown CANA 

in English 2115 GMT 26 Aug 83] 


CSO: 3298/1300 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 





CAMILION DISCUSSES LOSS OF MILITARY POWER, OTHER ISSUES 
Brasilia CORREIO BRAZILIENSE in Portuguese 21 Aug 83 p 14 


[Interview with former Argentine Ambassador to Brazil Oscar Camilion; in 
Brasilia, date not given] 


[Text] "The military system became drained. The power system that has been 

in effect since 1976 became exhausted, especially after the Malvinas War, with 
the aggravation of political, economic and social problems. Now the reorgani- 
zation of the parties is underway. The military lost their capacity to rule.” 
That statement was made by former Argentine Ambassador to Brazil Oscar Camilion 
regarding the return of the Argentine military to the barracks with the holding 
of elections on 30 October. In an exclusive interview with Dario Macedo of the 
CORRELO BRAZILIENSE, the former ambassador, who is a candidate to the senate 
for the Integration and Development Movement, also spoke about the bilateral 
Brazil-Argentina relationship and about the presenceof the United States in 
Central America, which he sees as an attempt by President Ronald Reagan to es- 
tablish the East-West confrontation. Kissinger, he declared, "is a cold-war 
specialist." 


He maintained that Brazil and Argentina can play an important role in the Cen- 
tral American conflict by defending the proposition of nonintervention and 
called for: "all support to the Contadora Group." Oscar Camilion, a journal- 
ist who was on the staff of EL CLARIN and is a successful attorney in Argentina, 
pointed out that when he speaks to Brazilians "I am speaking to friends.” 
Followiag is the full text of the interview: 


[Question] Doctor Camilion, you are cited as the architect of the current rela- 
tions between Argentina and Brazil, which were considered extremely delicate 
when you arrived in Brasilia. How are those relations today? 


[Ai swer] They are very good; they became good. A demonstration of what I am 
saying is that in the recent episodes of the granting of Brazilian bases to 
British planes on their way to the Malvinas, there were no protests in Argen- 
tina. Look, the only one to speak about the matter and to show concern was I. 
That means, those relations have become reliable. Everyone recalls the problems 
between Brazil and Argentina because of Itaipu, when Itaipu was even blamed for 
the floods here in the South. In terms of bilateral relationship, the friend- 
ship with Brazil is a priority. I must recall that in the 1973 election campaign, 











one of the issues was brazil. And the analysis that was made was negative. 
Today topics having to do with Brazil are positive; the bilateral relationship 
in the internal debate is calm. Of course, we had problems, in trade and in- 
dustrial terms. Today, the concern is to find the means to increase our volume 
of trade. Another point | wish to point out because it is positive pertains 

to the agreements in the nuclear area. The Malvinas crisis was also important 
in terms of the relationship between our two countries. Brazil maintained its 
position with intelligence, even outdoing the Argentine foreign minister. fFor- 
eign Minister Saraiva Guerreiro was the only one to ask for a meeting of the Or- 
ganization of the American States to propose a peaceful solution. In perform- 


ing his duties, he tried to prevent and later to check the militarist escala- 
tion, 


Now, a desirable point at this moment would be a greater fluidity in the multi- 
lateral financial area more and better information about how to set on course 
the solutions to the foreign debt that afflicts both. 


[Question] Ambassador Camilion, the Argentines are preparing to hold presi- 
dential elections. What led the military to a decision to abandon power and 
resume the democratic process? 


|Answer| The military system became drained. The power system that has been 
in effect since 1976 became exhausted, especially after the Malvinas War, with 
the aggravation of political, economic and social problems. Now the reorgani- 
zation of the parties is underway, is being completed. The truth is that the 
nation was not prepared to reorganize its political life in such a short period 
of time (from the Malvinas War to the present), which proved that the problem 
was prolonged beyond what was reasonable. The military lost their capacity to 
rule, resulting in a real loss of power, a power vacuum. 


We will have elections next 30 October. Then we will face a delicate process 
pertaining to political organization which will present some difficulties. 
Among them, the biggest is that there will not be a political force with a se- 
cure majority in the electoral college, which is a challenge to the Argentines: 
to seek negotiated solutions, which was never a forte of the Argentine parties. 
(In Argentina, besides the small parties, the most important are the Peronist 
Justicialist Movement, presided over by former President Maria Estela Martinez 
de Peron, which will have as its presidential candidate Dr Italo Luder, former 
president of the .enate of the republic; Radical Civic Union, whose candidate 
is Dr Raul Alfonsin; the Integration and Development Movement, to which Dr Oscar 
Camilion belongs, whose candidate for the presidency of the republic is Rogerio 
Frigerio; and the Intransigent Party of Dr Oscar Alende). 


[Question] What is the electoral climate in Argentina? 


[Answer] Of much activity. The election campaign is going to reveal a strong 
ideological connotation. I am personally very involved in these elections. 

I will be a candidate to the senate for my party--in the province of Buenos 
Aires--and I am head of the organization of the national convention. (One of 
the leaders of Camilion's party is former President Arturo Frondizi). The in- 
auguration of the president-elect is scheduled for January but the power vacuum 
and the crisis in the financial and monetary areas are such that President Big- 
none is already thinking of advancing the inauguration to December. 
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[Question] Weakened by the Malvinas War, by the failure of their administra- 
tion of social and economic affairs, the military are leaving the government 
because they lost their control and not because they want to leave. What type 
of relationship do you foresee between the military and the future constitu- 
tional yovernment? 


|Answer|] It is going to be very complex because, although they may be very 
weak--and they know that they are weak--experience tells us that civil govern- 
ments need reasonable success. What does that mean? A tranquil relationship 
among, the social segments, changes of the country's economic and social courses. 
And a problem also of credibility, of trying a reasonable civil system. And 

it is important for the parties to accept this, that they do not begin to knock 
on the doors of the barracks immediately after the elections. The Argentine 
military government is very exhausted. In the last 53 years there have been 

six interventions by the military. The nation was presided over by the military 
and from 19/76 until now there has been a terrible power vacuum, ‘The fact to 
note also is that they, the military, became very isolated. And an agreement 
with the civil forces is not going to be simple. If the next government has 
reasonable success, it may be able to consolidate the democratic process. It 

is clear that no one is going to ask for miracles or fantasies but the per- 
spective that everything is going to change exists, and that is natural. ‘The 
legacy of the problems of the so-called dirty war (the time of very violent 
military repression against antiregime groups) is not a simple leyacy. for 
example, amnesty, a subject that fills with passion and divides people, is 
being discussed, And what will the future congress do if the military--the 
military junta--decrees amnesty now? 


[Question] Mister Ambassador, it is said that a policy of rearmament continues 
to operate in Argentina with the object of regaining the Malvinas at any cost, 
or even to promote a military intervention to take the Beagle Channel... 


[Answer] No! The problem of the Malvinas does not exist at this moment. The 
war obviously left much sorrow and if there are those who think of revanchism, 
it is a very small group, without the power of decision. And obviously that 
sorrow stems from the failure. I can state that the problem of the Malvinas 
does not characterize any kind of special concern, It is obvious, I repeat, 
that there is a small group against the British and the Chileans but in the 
bulk of the armed forces, this type of concern does not exist. As for the arms 
that are arriving, some ships had already been ordered before. The important 
thing is that, after the inauguration of the civil government, diplomacy re- 
sume the debate about the Malvinas. 


[Question] Doctor Camilion, how do you see the involvement of the United States 
in Central America? 


jAnswer|] [ see it with great concern. The naming of Kissinger to deal with 
Central American affairs, to deal with conflicts in El Salvador, Honduras and 
Nicaragua, clearly represents the policy of Reagan who, thereby, wants to re- 
establish the East-West confrontation. Kissinger is a cold-war specialist. 
And it is logical that they are going to tighten the screws even more. In 
this problem, 1 consider Fidel Castro's proposal (for the withdrawal of Cuban 











and Soviet advisers from Nicaragua and in exchange the end of U.S. pressures) 
is correct. If there is no negotiation there can only occur military escala- 
tion. The position of the Latin American countries is correct. Now as to the 
position of Brazil and Argentina, I believe that it should be one of offering 
all support to the Contadora Group, which is more directly involved in finding 
a solution to the problem. Brazil has had a clear position in the defense of 
its proposition of nonintervention. Therefore, Brazil and Argentina, which re- 
ject any type of intervention, can play an important role in the conflict. And 


this policy in the diplomatic area is very important. Therefore, all support 
to the Contadora Group. 


8/11 
CSO; 3342/173 
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COUNT KY SECTION 


BLP ORGAN'S EDITORIAL ON PRESS CONTROL SPARKS FUROR 


bridgetown THE NATION in English 17 Aug 83 p 4 


[Text | 


THE following is the full 
text of an 0 Beate titled 
Freedom of Expression us 
published by the Beacon 
newspoper on Friday, 
August 5, 1983. The 


ports our fragile 
democracy. 

Freedom of expression is 
always to be encouraged in any 
_~ or societai arrangement. 


portant subjects of urgent public 
interest. Public debate is nearly 
always good. Of course, public 
debate is nut to be encouraged on 
matters of state security or 
where the national interest is 6o 
critically involved that great 
harm would come to the state if 


Text of Offending Item 


matters of this ty were 
purveyed in the public in. 
Given this maxim that it is 


are 60 very important in any na- 
tion which practices democracy. 
Wide and careful =? to b 


ed 
ete 
Bi 

ee ie 


. 
: 


Fo | 
ie 
ae 
ai8 3 


It is for this reason that most 
governments tend to own radio 


and television stations. Thic is « 
especially in developing cour- 
tries. The average mind tends to 
believe, without question 
everything it reads, hears or sees 
in the news media. Hence one 
can readily see the power these 
vehicles have for fashioning and 
condi ioning the thought process 
of cit‘ tens. 


news media put forth ONLY 
what the Government wants and 


BARBADOS 











more critical is at the 
operatives et CBC sew to er- 
rogate to themseives ihe power 
to state all sorts of comments. 
heavily sianted sgeinst the 
Government, without fear of 


f 

put on commentators 
who ate obvious and known 
critics of the present Covern- 
ment. without to balance 


i] 

dependent can you be of your 
hose who pays you to do work for 
him at his plant? 's thie in 


“"Tadesd. i lke sore like 
_ it looks more like biting 
the hands that {aed you. 


The question may well be ask 
oc then, about the Government 
complaining end quarrelling 
about the obvious anti- 


government at 
independent Voice of 

in certain r 

when the does not 


seem to have full control over its 
own new stetion, CBC. Freedom 
of expression is to be encourag- 
ed One says “hoorah’ to that. 


if 
E 


zi 
g F 


u 
: § 
5 
i 


d 
iF 
Ht 


up of men and womens. It must 
not always be of in the 
Sven Bees end blood 
The dest « government can do 
in these circumetences of ob 
vious bies end unfeirness is to 
monitor, check and control by the 
established laws, end the 
licences it grants under lew. it 
eee 
progremmes. But you 
cannot trust some of the very 
people you are relying to 
counter-attack. — 
Some ere “ dl 
This not , the effort 
to scotch and defeat the subtle 
eppenitee gust 99 on The so- 
Voodbeckh programme on 


with ip the society 
ee a oe 8 


But it seeme now thal Feed- 
ae _~ &. become a papas 
orum, where supporters t 
DLP seem to have a fieldday ‘or 
attecking the Covernmeni. 


Maybe CBC, the Government 
station, should host « 
counter programme of equa) ef- 
factivenass. Or, supporters of the 
(overnment party, should oe 
@ campeign to monitor in- 
tervene on Veedbock in «6 
massive way to state the BLP 
Government's 


revert to ite original design end 
intention or withdraw 
altogether. Leave party politics 
to Ya rT] a = 
Legislature. 

community pt A on fhe air- 
waves. 


Initial Government Reaction 


bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 17 Aug 83 p 2 


i Text | 
The Minister of 
Information, Senator 


Nigel Ba: row. has had his 
attention drawn lo a news 
item broadcast on CBC- 
r'V news and published in 
the local print media. 
Both stories referred to 
an editorial in the August 
edition of the Beacon 


newspaper entitled 
“Freedom of 
Expression © 


The Minister has 


pointed out that on 
reading the editorial he 
noted that it neither 
called for wedia control 
hb, Government nor does 
it put anv case for 
se ae pag having @ 
inal say on news. ti 
the Heacon's editorial 
explicitly states 

“Contre| i therefore 
necessary in the final 
analysis. not control in 
the sense that media put 


forth only what the 
government wants and 
directs or that the views 


The omission of this 
from the CBC report 
resulted in the complete 
distortion of the views 
expressed by the editorial 
writer. 


The Minister therefore 
wishes to restate the 
declared commitment of 
his government and his 
party to freedom of ex- 
pression in all sections of 
the media and in the 
community at large and 
to say that the way for 
control to be achieved is 
for the profession of 

lism to regulate 
itself as other professi.ns 
do. (BGIS) 


#0 








Commentator's Critique 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 17 Aug 83 p 7 


|\Commentary by E.L.C.: 
i Text | 


INCREDIBLE! Unbelievable! 
Disereditable and _ highly 
suspicious! Thomas Jefferson 
must be spinning in his grave! 
My faith in this government will 
be shaken to the core if the Prime 
Minister makes no move to 
contradict the threat to Press 
freedom made in the official 
organ of the Barbados Labour 
Party I am surprised, staggered, 
Startled and stumped! 

The writer in The Beacon 
clearly suffers from the disease 
common to all authoritarians: 
that the State and the People are 
identical terms. Nothing could be 
farther from the truth. 

The State, in its more tangible 
form, consists of a a men, 
ordinary men, elected by us to 
run the affairs of the country. In 
the same way, every cricket club 
in Barbados elects a President 
and Committee of Management 
to run its business. 

But the People and the club 
members are not the politicians 
and the club officers. The People 
and members are the employers 
of them, and must at all times be 
free to check on their per- 
formance, ad to throw them out 
in the manner usually provided 
by the rules 

In exercising their several and 
individual judgments, such 
People and members must have 
access to such facts and opinions 
as will help them to make correct 
decisions 

It is true that they may also be 
affected by false assertions, but 
these are open to contradiction 
and rebuttal by those whom they 
most damage. Indeed, the law is 
so designed as to afford 

rotection for them against 
alsities and derogations. This is 
adequate. More, and we, the 
People, stand in danger of 
dangerous men who would feiter 
us, and use us for their selfish 
ends 
The reasons cited by the Beacon 
writer are fatuous in the ex- 
treme, and beg several questions 
from us all 


The first reason, as all Bar- 
badians will appreciate, is an 
insult to each and every Bar- 
badian. We are so gullible, so 
credulous, such Simple Simons. 


so completely ignorant, such 
pushovers, that we believe 
without question everything 
heard or seen emanating from 
the news media, giving them the 
power to fashion and condition 
the thought processes of us, 
citizens. 

The writer then asserts that 
such power to fashion and con. 
dition us must rest with the 
government — ‘‘Control is 
therefore absolutely necessary in 
the final analysis.’ Claptrap of 
the very first order, ends such 
sophistry could only come from 
an evil mind. 

I am sure that I speak for the 
vast majority of Barbadians 
when I say that we would far 
prefer to listen to all sides of a 
question, rather than be brain- 
washed by one side, however 
near to divinity its claims. 

The other reasons are equally 
fallacious. 

On the one hand, the writer 
complains that the operatives at 
the Caribbean Broadcasting 
Corporation seems to arrogate to 
themselves the power to state all 
sorts of comments, heavily 
Slanted against the Government, 
without fear of reprimand. 

Yet this is exactly what he 
argues should be done, except 
that, in his arrangements, the 
slanting would be heavily in 
favour of the government. I 
suggest that what he needs to 
work out is that those employed 
at CBC become aware of ob. 
jective journalism. Since 
government is their employer, 
such awareness should not be 
difficult of achievement. 

According to him: ‘‘They 
(CBC) put on commentators who 
are obvious critics of the present 
Government, without seeking to 
balance those critical views by 
supporting the Government.”’ 
Many of us will not have been 


"The Threat to Press Freedom" 


aware of such biasses, but, then, 
our outlooks may be less touchy, 
and our consciences less charged 
with feelings of guilt. 

As to the question of ‘‘Govern- 
ment complaining and 
quarrelling about the obvious 
ee Aye oa bias sap 
at the independent Voice of 
Barbados Radio in certain 
popular programmes,’’ the 
writer queries whether this 
should ‘‘be encouraged so per- 
sistently to the disadvantage and 
exwnense af the Government | 

Encouraged by whom” 
Feedback, one Programme 
mentioned, is said to have 
becomed a political forum 
for the Opposition. Surely, 
it would be very difficult to 
organise such a programme into 
a platform. There is no way in 
which preference of incoming 
calls could be_ politically 
separated. If they seem 
preponderantly anti-government, 
then, as is suggested in The 
Beacon, perhaps the supporters 
of the Government programme 
should mount a campaign to 
intervene. That they have not 
done this yet may be a reflection 
of their erstwhile enthusiasm. 

Finally, The Beacon suggests 
that party politics should be left 
to the platforms and the 
Legislature. In other words, you 
ignorant citizens, mind your civic 
business, and leave politics to the 
politicians. 

Mind you, this business of 
restricting the Press to bland, 
spiceless, spineless role in 
nothing new. 

Many have tried to harness it; 
and many, greater men, have 
defended it stoutly. For which 
reason. special attention is paid 
to it in the Constitutions of states 
and nations, including the Con- 
stitution of Barbados, which 
Fgh declares that no law 
shall abrogate, abridge or in- 
fringe, or authorise” the 
abrogation, abridgement or 
infringement of any of the rights 
and freedoms recognised by the 
Constitution — and these include 
freedom of the Press 

Nuff said. Meanwhile I await 
the Prime Minister's pronoun- 
cement. 





DLP Condemnat ton 


lyetown KBAKBADOS ADVOCATE 


The Oppose. vemocratic Labour Party (DLP) 
has col Out eganist the views and sentiments ex- 
pressed recently in an editorial of the Beacon. the 
newspaper of the ruling Barbados Labour Party 

AD 

The controversial editorial, published last August 
, hos been interpreted widely as calling for govern- 
ment control of the media. 

Ino sttement issued by the DLP yesterday, Party 
resideo! Prantord Taitt said that ‘‘ail right-minded 
HKarbadiaas must view the editorial with alarm, 
especially in tng light of what in our view is the quite 
inane statervent by the Minister responsible for 
lnformation Members of the DLP, Mr. Taitt said, 

completely dis-associate ourselves from any such 
pokey or thinning 


Munster of Information, Senator Nigel Barrow, 
recently defended the controversial editorial saying 
it nerther called for media control nor put any case 
for government having a final say on news. He also 
argued that the controversy had been caused by a 
inisinterpretation of the editorial. 

The DLP statement pointed especially to one 
paragrapl in the editorial which, it said, was in- 
structive of the philosophy which informed the 
Expressions in the editorial, This paragraph read: 

lhe Government has a personality too in its own 


' 


in English 16 Aug 5% p 


Z 


right...’ a uurt’ «>< jeels pain like anybody 
else."’ It has beer wed by the DLP as 
Suggesting that the, — .neni is close to “‘vic- 
timisation and retaliatios: for real or imagined 
wrongs’’ against it 

Mr Taitt said the DLP beiieved instead that 
government should be of laws and not of peopie, and 
that this was ‘‘a basic requirement of democracy. 

The DLP statement also condemned the idea ex 

essed in the editorial that ‘‘ultimate responsibility 
or op -0s information must rest with the government 
of the day.” This, it said was ‘completely alien to all 
that is desirable in our community’’, and uit of 
such a concept would lead to ‘further erosion of the 
freedom not only of the Press but of the populations 
as a whole.”’ 

The statement also cautioned all Barbadians to 
speak out =— every single action which sought to 
interfere with their human rights, classifying the 
Beacon editorial as being one such action. 

It further recalled the BLP Government's attempt 
to pass its version of an Emergency Powers Bill 
which, it said, had clauses that t to remove 
certain inherent rights from Barbadians In light of 
this, the statement continued, the ‘‘bold and ruthless 
assertions’ in the editorial must be viewed with even 
greater seriousness. 


Further Government Response 





bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 19 Aug 83 p 1 


l‘Text | 


Minister of Culture, Senator 
Nigel Barrow, yesterday 
outlined hh hag ot hl 
position regarding, the August 5 
editorial entitled, ‘‘ Freedom of 
expression’’ which appeared in 
the ruling Barbados Labour 
Party's (BLP) organ, The 
Beacon. 

Senator Barrow, after touring 
the new CBC radio transmitter 
facility in Black Rock, St. Michael, 
said, ‘‘the practice of Government 
has not been what was reflected in 
that editorial "’ 

He said the editorial had not 
reflected patty policy, and he 
noted what was ‘of particular 
concern is that an editorial writer 


should have been so idiosyncratic 
as to think that an editorial of the 
rty organ was the place for him 
express his private views.’’ He 

that the editorial of a party 
organ should instead express the 
official party policy. 

The Senator said to the best of his 
knowledge, the editorial board had 
not seen the article before it went 
to print, adding, ‘‘if the editorial 
board had seen the editorial, it 
would not have gone.”’ 

The editorial made suggestions 
for media control by Government, 
and cited specifically a Voice of 
Barbados (VOB) programme 


pa 
to 
ad 


‘‘Feedback'’, which the editorial 
writer referred to as ‘‘a political 
forum, where supporters of the 


DLP seem to have a field day for 
attacking the Government.”’ 

The same edituvial stated in 
another section, ‘‘Contro!l is 
therefore absolutely necessary in 
the final analysis.” 

Senator Barrow was iouring the 
soon to be o transmitter 
station of CBC Radio, which when 
put into action, is expected to reach 
out to listeners as far north as 
Barbuda and possibly Jamaica as 
well as to the entire Eastern 
Caribbean. When the transmitter 
cuts into service, the transmissions 
will revert to the earlier direc- 
tional system, as o to the 
present omnidirectional method 
which sends out 4 signa] equally in 
all directions. 








Journalists’ Dismay 


iridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE in English 21 Aug 83 p 1 


Text | 


The recently formed Barbados Association of 
Journalists (BAJ) has described the editorial 
in the ‘‘Beacon"’, organ of the ruling Barbados 
Labour Party (BLP), as exceeding all bounds 
of propriety by the manner in which it attacked 


the media in Barbados. 


The association in a 
statement also said it 
did not accept the right 
of any i — to 
exc or expel any 
section of the media 
from any press con- 
ference, a reference to 
the expulsion of a free- 
lance journalisc 
Norman Faria from a 
news conference given 


by deposed Grenadian 
leader Eric Gairy. 


The statement, the first 
by BAJ, was issued 
following a meeting on 
Friday night at the 
ec of ithe 
Caribbean Conference of 
Churches (CCC). The 
meeting dealt with both 
issues, the editorial and 
the expulsion of Faria, 
and the election of of- 
ficers. 

The full text of the 
statement reads: 

The Barbados 
Association of Journalists 
welcomes the statement 
made on August 18 by the 
Minister of Information 
and Culture, Senator 
Nigel Barrow, 
disassociating the Bar- 
bados Governmem from 
an editorial of ‘‘Freedom 
of Expression’’ which 
appeared in the Beacon, 
organ of the ruling 
Barbados Labour Party. 
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At the same time, 
however, the Association 
views with great alarm 
and dismay the views 
—— in the editorial 
and its frightening im- 
plications for the local 
media. 

The highly con- 
troversial editorial ap- 
peared in the Beacon on 
amgsst 5,dut. it was not 
until was some 
strong reaction against it 
that Senator Barrow’s 
statement that the 
editorial was contrary to 
the BLP Government's 


Agency on August 15, and 
~~ of sections of it 
in local media on 
August 16, Senator 
Barrow reacted by 
choosing to explain that in 
his view the editorial did 
not advocate media 
control by the govern- 
ment, nor did it put any 
case for government 
having a last say on news. 


Senator Barrow’s 
statement on August 18 


made clear government’s 
position on freedom 
and fr of ex- 


pression. This, in the final 
analysis, differs fun- 
damentally from his 
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earlier reaction and also 
from the arguments in the 
Beacon's editorial 

The Association 
regards the Beacon 
editorial as exceeding all 
bounds of propriety by the 
manner in which it at- 
tacked the media in 
Barbados in general, but 
in particular the jour- 
nalists at CBC and VOB, 
going so far as to suggest 
that journalists at the 
state-owned CBC, by 
expression of their views 
were “biting the hands 
that feed them.” 

The Association con- 
sidered the matter of the 
expulsion of free-lance 
journalist Norman Faria 
from a press conference 
oo by Sir Eric Gairy on 
jing y. yy F 

accept ight 
of any individual to ex- 
clude or expel any section 
of the press from any 
press conference 
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EDITORIAL STRESSES NEED TO DIVERSIFY UNDER CIB 
FL141747 Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 7 Sep 83 p 4 
[Editorial: "CBI No Magic Carpet"] 


[Excerpts] The much talked about--and sometimes maligned--Caribbean Basin 
Initiative (CBI) now seems to be about to do some good for the region, 

and Barbados has been assessed as having a good chance to be a major 
beneficiary. 


This assessment has been made by Mr George Fitch of the United States 
Department of Commerce, a member of a high powered mission from the U.S. 
who visited Barbados over the past several days talking with government 
officials about the CBI legislation. 


Rhetoric has flowed both pro and con the CBI because of what has been 
perceived as too much U.S. involvement in the area on the one hand, and as 
a sop to a satellite region by an ominant self-seeking power broker on 
the other. 


Pragmatic realities demonstrate that Barbados and the Caribbean need a 
fillip in terms of trade opportunity and investment. The CBI offers these. 
Duty free entry for exports for 12 years is an attractive avenue to 
increased earnings, the chance for private American investment is another 
that holds a promise of more jobs and diverse skills accruing to Barbados. 


While the need in the 1950s and 60s was for diversification away from an 
agricultural mono-culture economy based on sugar cane, the call in the 
1980s is: Export or perish. The CBI holds out a special avenue of export 
where Barbadian products enjoy preferential treatment. 


Duty free entry to a multi-million consumer market will not of itself 
ensure profit and success. A great many factors are involved. Can we 
fill quotas and deliver on time? Can we ensure high volume and unwavering 
high quality at one and the same time? Can we satisfy the foregoing 
criteria and still sell at competitive prices? 
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Barbados) rum is the best in the world and the United States is becoming 
aware of rum as a party lubricator and a social asset, Again, can we 
maintain large supplies of high quality product for the market opportunity 
olfered us? Barbados light, aromatic types of rum are frequently a surprise 
to North Americans who know heavy, dark pungent rums--and tend to shiy 

away from them. 


One other benefit of the CBI plan is that Barbados may be designated as 

a most favoured territory where United States conventioneers can deduct 
money spent here as business expenses off their income tax returns. Should 
this occur, the desired tourism fillip would be possible--but we should 
also realise that there is the handicap of high air fares and competition 
from the Bahamas and Jamaica. 


The CBI offers opportunities for trade profit. It is no magic carpet 

to effortless success. We will have no profit if there are no goods to 
trade. Our industries and agriculture must show that they can seize the 
opportunities and turn them to our economic advantage. 
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GOVERNMENT AIMS TO REDUCE ENERGY USE BY 15 PERCENT 


Uridgetown SUNDAY SUN in English 21 Aug 83 p 1 


[Text] 


CSO: 


ae a lh ma in the pen sn dh of aioe. 
percent , 
“without doing violence to the people's standard of Biv- 
ng”. 

According to Minister of Energy, Senator Clyde 
Griffith, studies have shown that some 15 percent of 
the total energy used could be put io other uses if it 
was ef utilised. 

Speaking at a Press conference at his Government 
headquarters office yesterday Senator Griffith 
declared: “I want to emphasise that conserva- 
tion does not mean a urop in the standard of li in 
Barbados ... conservation must be seen as 
source of supply of energy.” 


He pointed out that 


tures had shown a 
candescent light to a 
some $550000 a year. 


without interfering with 
the consumer's abduity to 
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ee” 

He said that it was difficult to 
say how such in terms of doilays 
could be trimmed off the island's 
oi] import bill, since there were 
or Ey pn mle A 
ship. but he added that the 15 
percent reduction target was in- 
aed attaineble. 


thet if Berbedos was effective in 
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OPPOSITION CALLS FOR CHANCES IN GOVERNMENT ENERGY POLICY 


bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 12 Aug 83 p 2 


{Text } 


Dr Richie Haynes, Opposition spokesma ( 

finance and Planning, has urged Pay non 
change the direction of its without 
delay and ‘pass on to the people the ts of the 


fall in oil prices.” 

“ine e of , diesel, electricity, and 
water can all be substantially reduced,” stated Dr. 
llaynes, and this would be a welcome tonic to the 
economy and bring much needed relief to every 
householder in the country," Dr. Haynes said 
vesterday | , 

The rise in oil prices which OPEC imposed had the 
effect of a massive excise tax, pre-em vital 
foreign exchange earnings and severely a 
price levels and employment opportunities 
'liroughout many parts of the world, Dr. Haynes said. 

“Our oe serious miscalculation, 
is how pursuing an energy policy which has isel 
ihe same effect here at ake. nlike many har - 
iinporting countries, our Government has been 
unable to pass on the benefits of the fall in oil prices to 
- ayers rh Dr. Haynes claimed 

e said a new policy must be implimented 
and it should be sesed on the following cadamentel 
considerations: 


— The Barbados National‘01] Company should not 


be permitted to incur the projected losses nor shou 
i be allowed to incur any'ane dente. ya 
be throwing good money after bad. 

— A careful analysis of the likely movement in oil 
— ry and oo term, 

+ y of supply of oil products; 

— The interest of the region as a whole; and 

~ The strengthening of our export position. 

According to Dr. Haynes, the international 
economic and financial situation indicated that, 
unless there was a major war in the Middle East, oil 
prices would largely be determined by demand and 
the pressing need te maintain the integrity of the 
Western Banking System. 
_ “These counter-balancing factors will exert an 
important moderating influence on the movement of 
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oi] prices even if there is an unexpectedly strong 
recovery in the world economy. It is ore 
reasonable to base our oll policy on the assumption 
that over the next five to ten years there will be no 
dramatic increase in oil prices such as was @x- 
perienced over the past nine years,’ Dr. Haynes said. 

He said this altered situation made the Barbados oil 
market far more attractive to Trinidad ‘‘and we, in 
turn, desperately need free and guaranteed access to 
the Trinidad market for our manufacturers.” 

“Once we have adequate storage facilities for 
about three or four months’ su Y. we need not 
worry about security of supply of oil products,”’ Dr. 
Haynes said. 

He added that the Government should not be afraid, 
therefore, to take bold and imaginative policy 
initiatives and — 

(a) Work towards the winding up of the operations 
+ OS fet eect ie ol rota 

(b) Negotiate t c of the oi ts we 
need fram Trinidad through the CARICOM 
Multilateral Clea hem f 

(c) Minimise the tab an losses in- 
curred in the production of our crude oil by entering 
into a further agreement with, Trinidad to handle our 
oil at the best price we can te. 

‘These three steps will save Barbadian tax-payers 
a substantial portion of the Bds$31 million annually 
which I referred to in an earlier statement,’ Dr. 
Haynes said. ‘‘We will not, unfortunately, be able to 
save on the cost of servicing the Joan we hed to make 
to purchase the assets of ] Exploration Limited 
or the operational losses.” 

“However, the am of gasolene, diesel, electricity 
and water shoul yoy drop substantially, 
and this will have a icial effect throughout the 
entire economy,’ he added. 

He said: ‘‘Mobil Exploration Limited took us for a 
ride when we bought its assets and we need not shed 
any tears over the ing of the Mobil ‘‘Topping’’: 
Refinery. Mobil has tried to sell it in the past and will 
certainly do so again if a purchaser can be found.” 
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POLLUTION CONTROLS INCLUDED IN OFFSHORE OIL CONTRACT 


Bridgetown SUNDAY SUN in English 14 Aug 83 p 36 


{Article by Tony Best] 


{ Text } 


CSO: 
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WHEN the BDS$60 million 
off-shore drilling opera- 
tions begin in Barbados, 
the country's valuable 
tourist industry will be 
protected against Icsses 
and off-shore pollution. 
The protection is in the 
form of a clause, in the 
product-sharing contract, 
now being negotiated be- 
tween the Barbados 
Ministry of Energy ind a 
foreign company. 
Disclosing details of the 
negotiations, the Minister 
of Energy, Senatur Clyde 
Griffith, said Cabinet in 
approving guidelines for 
vil drilling expeditions in 
Barbados’ waters, had in- 
sisted on « provision to 


protect the tourist in- 
dus try. 
‘There was con- 
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side-able lobbying in 
Cabinet on the whole mat- 
ter of off-shore pollution 
... the minister disclos- 


ed. 

In jating conditions a 
proved “ Cabinet, Griffith se 
there was a clause which w 
take into consideration the need 
for pollution control. 

Under terms of the contract, 
the company would take the risk 
of seismic work : nd would also 
absorb the cost >of the drilling 
ysl one 9 in exchange for the 
sharing of revenue from any oil 
discovered. 

According to the senator, the 
contra -t also gives the company 
a two-vear period in which the 
seism.c work must be completed 
before actual drilling gets under- 
way. 

Of the total cost, between 
BDS33 000 000 and 
BDS3i2 000 000 will be spent 
on reismic work, with the re 
mai cer going on actual drilling 
in 6 00 feet of water(OLADE). 


BARBADOS 
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ADAMS PREDICTS THIRD WIN FOR BLP IN SPEECH TO VOTERS 
Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 16 Aug 83 pp 1, 2 


{Text} The Barbados Labour Party (BLP) “will be returned to power for a third 
time." 


This confident prediction was m ade last Sunday evening by party leader, Prime 
Minister Mr. Tom Adams as he addressed the monthly general meeting of his St. 
Thomas constituency at the Rock Hall community centre. 


Mr. Adams was responding to expressions of concern from some of the party mem- 
bers present, that the BLP, over the past few months, appeared to be rapidly 
losing a large measure of its popularity, especially among young people. 


The Prime Minister admitted that the country was experiencing some poor econ- 
omic times but said he was confident that there would soon be a turn-around 
and there will be improvements in the tourist and sugar industries. 


He said the rate of new houses being built will be significantly improved; 
tree crop agriculture in parishes such as St. Thomas and St. Andrew was being 
developed and with the recovery of the American economy, companies such as 
Intel would be encouraged to expand their operations in the island. 


"Do not be carried away by the Dems' (Democratic Labour Party) tactics of con- 
fusion,” he said, adding: "We have to exhort people to be of good cheer. 
Don't let pessimism get you down.” 


Mr. Adams declared that on the basis of its accomplishments over the past seven 
years, and the firm signs of better times to come, despite the present diffi- 
culties, he was confident the party would be returned to office for a third 
time. (Elections are constitutionally due in 1986.) 


He said the standard of living in Barbados had doubled over the past seven 
years and had reached the same level as some Western European countries, and 
this was something that hardly any other country in the world could boast 
about. 
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The Prime Minister 
responded to criticism 
from one of the members 
present that no new 
development, especially 
in the field of education, 
was happening in St. 
Thomas, by stating that 
this was not entirely true. 
He said there were trends 
presently taking place in 
the parish which had to be 
carefully analysed before 
any substantial com- 
mitments could be made. 

In education, Mr. 
Adanis voted that parents 
were row becoming more 
concerned about — the 
juality of education their 
children were receiving 
and were __ therefore 
transferring them from 
the smaller schools which 
had fewer facilities to 
larger and newer ones 
which were better 
equipped. 

The Prime Minister 
said that because of this, 
(overnment could not go 


Lo 


ahead and spend limited 
funds on the smaller 
schools because it would 
be wiser to expand and 
modernise the bigger 
ones or build newer and 
more centralised 


He said this had to be 
balanced against the fact 
that closing schools would 
mean a reduction in the 
number of teachers, 
which could bring further 
hardships on some 
people. 

r. Adams said he was 
calling on his constituents 
to help put an end to 
parish politics and assist 
in the effort to build the 
island as a -whole, 
because development 


could not occur unless the . 
entire economy was 
strengthened. 


¢ ¢‘The current is running 


in favour of the BLP,”’ he 
said, ‘‘the leadership of 
the party has not lost its 
way,” 

He declared that the 
se Democratic 
Labour Party had not yet 
put forward any better 

licy alternatives to the 

LP and that thc, had 
failed to excite the people 
of Barbados on what they 














TALTT GALVANIZES DLP ACTION IN ADDRESS TO NEW MEMBERS 


bridgetown THE NATION in English 12 Aug 83 p 12 


| Text } 
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THE leadership of the Opposition 
Democratic Labour Party is not 
in papers. according to presi- 
dent, Mr. Branford Taitt. 

Mr. Taitt told « group of over 
900 new party members at DLP 
Headquarters emg night, 
that it was customary at this time 
of year, to escalate attempts to 
create confusion among the 
ranks of the party. 

He urged them not to allow 
rumour-mongers in other 

litical parties to dissuade them 
rom putting their full capper 
behind the party's political 
leader, Mr. Errol Barrow. 


He told his audience: ‘For 
good or ill, they (rumour- 
mongers) always manage to im- 
port me and my good name into 
their mischievous shenanigans.’ 


He said the question of leader- 
ship of the DLP should be likened 
unto the West Indies team of 
1961. 

Taitt said at that time Sir 
Frank Wofrell, by cricket stan- 
dards, was not as agile as he had 
been in 1950. But, according to 
Taitt, it = Worrell's sagacity, 
his interest, his love and his 
presence which breathed life 
and cohesion into the team. 

Mr. Taitt invited those present 
to make the analogy between the 
West Indies team under Sir 
Frank and the Dems under Errol 
Barrow. 
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He emphusised: “As long as 
Mr. Barrow is willing to provide 
the inspiration, we will bow! and 
bat our hearts out. 

‘None Who has seen the 
leader of the ition in his 
four-hour marat speech (on 
the Emergency Powers Bill) in 
Parliament during this very ses- 
sion could give credence tothe 
vicious and puerile attempts to 
destroy the fabric of this 
Democratic Labour Party,’’ Mr. 
Taitt said, 


Welcoming the new members. 
Mr. Taitt ratulated those 
300 persons who had taken the 
“bold step”’. 

He said: “As we survey the 
social, political and economic 
landscape of our community, 
your decision to demonstrate 
your active interest in the affairs 
of our day-to-day existence 
becomes even more important 
than perhaps it ought to. 

He said that never before had 
it been necessary for men and 
women of goodwill to speak out 
against the way of life which day 
after day shouted of the mora! 
paralysis which inflicted the 
society. 

Taitt urged members to pul the 
interest of their country above 
and beyond all other interests, in- 
cluding the party itself, 


LA BADOS 





FOREIGN-OWNED HOTELS SAID TO HAVE ADVANTAGE OVER LOCALS 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 16 Aug 83 p 1 


[Text] 


CSO: 


The suggestion has been made that 
foreign-owned hotels in Barbados 
have locally-owned properties at a 
disadvantage. 

It camé from Executive Director of 
the Bgrbados Hotel Association, 
Geoffrey Parris, in a week-end radio 


try. 
Mr. Parris declares that at present 
there were a number of hotel com- 
panies ‘‘not domiciled in Barbados," 
which because of their overseas con- 
nections were able to engage in 
marketing practices which were to the 
detriment of locally-based hotels. 
He said: ‘We are dealing with 
companies not domiciled in Bar- 









ing corpor ; 
are taki ce in their 
Mw t.. 2 direc- 


can go 
out of business and we don’t know until 

have gone Ae 

r. Parris, EN dealing * with the 
question of cut-rate room prices for 
which a number of large hotels in 
Barbados have recently come under 
fire from. BHA Presidem, Mr. Alfred 
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‘that all of its 


Taylor, said:. ‘li is a free enterprise 

system. We dog’t contro) rates. It is in 

our best i to provide the 

ae pny within an 9 all a By 
els can compete to 

share of business. _ < 

“Whether a hotel chooses to cut 
prices or not, the hotels must be able to 
market themselves to get after their 
business; to identify that business; and 
must be given as much support as we 
and the Board of Tourism car: possibly 
give to facilitate that. There must be an 
gy A Ms ae facing 

g pr 
the industry, Mr. Parris said that it was 
a situation which required the utmost 
co-operation between the hotels, 
m-related services, Government, 
the Board of Tourism and the Ministry 
of Tourism. 

“Once we get to this stage, I believe 
the answer's and solutions will be forth- 
coming quite quickly as long as 
peopie understand the competition is 
not between the hotels here. it is 
between us and the rest of the world,” 
he stressed. 

However, Mr. Parris warned: ‘‘They 
(the hotels) must realise that a hotel 


which gains the most business by of- ’ 


fering the lowest to the extent 
ghbours go out of 
business, that hotel isn’t going to 
survive either.’’ 


BARBADOS 
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KKAZILLAN ENVOY AIRS PLANS FOR POSSIBLE JOINT VENTIRES 
bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 13 Aug &3 p ] 


[Article by Jewel Brathwaite] 





{Text ] 


CSO; 


Brazil yesterday 
announced it is 
studying the 
possibility of sending a 
commercial mission to 
Barbados to explore 
the possibility of in- 
vestment and joint 
ventures between the 
two countries. 

Charged d-Affaires at 
the Brazilian Embassy in 


ternational issues, 
economic, apartheid, 
independence for 
Namibia ‘South West 
Africa), and si non- 
intervention with 
Caribbean states.”’ 

He said a fishing 
agreement signed be- 
tween Brazilian and local 
concerns was stil] there, 
and stated that it can be 
revived. Under the plan 


South American country. 

These goods include 
plyweod, canned meat, 
motor vehicles, tyres, 
stoves, tiles, hardwear, 
leather goods and 
giasswear 

The official noted that 
his country had been 
offering scholarships to 
Barbadians but said they 
were not utilised because 
of the difference in 


Bridgetown, Mr. Romeo Ba | was allowed to language between the two 

Zero told of the plans as as ae countries. 

z - his yews : currently experienci . The official language of 
economic troubles whic razil is Portuguese. 


economic links with 
Barbados and other 


have hampered its aid 


Foreign students wishing 
to pursue studies in that 


Eastern Caribbean > tae — soley wauld nertenthy 

“ite onid the mission was Brazilian representation = a ., ~_ d 

likely to visit the in Bridgetown was meet: ge of that 
aded from that of a anguage. 


Caribbean next year 
when members will be 
meeting with private 
sector officials. 

‘One of our wishes is to 
increase trade and ser- 
vices with Barbados,’ 
Mr Zero said. 

He said it was im- 
portant to maintain good 
relations with regional 
countries since ‘‘we share 
similar views on al] in- 
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ice Consulate to 
Ambassadorial level 
signifying the increasing 
importance with which 
that country viewed 
Barbados 

Trade hetween the two 
is mostly in favour of 
Brazil, with Barbados 
according to the Brazilian 
official, spending on 
average Bds$15 million on 
imported goods from that 


However, Mr. Zero said 
that a Barbadian student 
successfully completed a 
study programme in 
diplomacy in Brazil. 
finishing at the top of the 
class, and had since taken 
~ appointment in the 
Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs in Barbados 
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IMMIGRATION REGULATIONS UNDERGOING CHANGES 
Rules for Nonresidents 
Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 19 Aug 83 p 1 


[Text] Non-residents will have to leave Barbados when they are applying 
for any change in their Immigration status, under new laws to be intro- 
duced shortly, the Minister responsible for Immigration, Senator O'Brien 
Trotman said yesterday. 


On filing application forms with the Immigration Department, people who 
are not Immigrants or Permanent Residents of Barbados must stay outside 
the country during the time that their requests are under consideration 
by the local Immigration authorities, the Minister said. 


The Minister said that in any country, Immigration officers could become 
very uncomfortable when they are constantly confronted by non-nationals 
whose papers are being processed. This is even more so in a small country 
like Barbados. 


This is a normal condition in several other countries and will be part of 
the Immigration Regulations now in preparation, Senator Trotman said. 
Cabinet has already approved them and they will soon be signed into law. 


The immigration application forms have already been changed with the addi- 
tion of a column for the non-national to indicate details of intended 
departure from Barbados. (BGIS) 


Use of CARICOM ID's 
Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 19 Aug 83 p 2 


[Excerpt] The Barbados Government is considering acceptance of National 
Registration 1.D. Cards from citizens of Caribbean Community (CARICOM) 
countries for entry into Barbados. 


In taking this step, Barbados would be setting up a system similar to an 
arrangement in the European Economic Community (EEC) that could facilitate 
smooth movement of people in the Caribbean Community. 








Barbados’ Caricom 
peers are being in- 
ormed of this con- 
sideration through the 
Georgetown- based 
Secretariat. Guyana has 
already notified the 
Secretariat that it would 
accept the National 
I D- tration Cards. 

At the same time, 
Barbados is also con- 
sidering refusal of the 
Caricom Travel 
Document in its present 
format and has advised 
the Secretariat ac- 
cordingly. 

Nationals of member- 
States are presently 
ermitted to enter 

rbados on the common 
regional travel document. 
However, there has been 
growing abuse of the 


system, and this has put 
additional] strain on the 
Barbadian immigrat.on 
authorities as well as the 
economy. 

Jamaica does not ac- 
cept the Caricom Travel 
Deocuinent. 

‘“‘lNegal entry into 
Barbados by Caricom 
nationals is greatly 
facilitated by the use of 
the Caribbean Travel 
Document in its present 
format and the other 
areas of identification,” 
says the Minister 
responsible for 
Immigration, Senator 
O'Brien Trotman. 

‘‘Barbadus has 
therefore advised the 
Caricom Secretariat that 
the Government will stop 
the use of the present 
Inter-Caribbean Travel 
Permit unless the other 
member countries agree 
to enter the National 
Registation Numbers on 
their pasgports and 
Travel docyments,’’ the 
Minister said. 

He added: ‘Barbados 
would be red to 
accept as a valid travel 
document, National 
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Registration Cards of a 
kind similar to that issued 
in Barbados, provided the 
Caricom nationals do not 
remain in Barbados for 
more than 17 days.” 
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BEACH EROSION MOVING NORTH, THREATENING HOMES 


sridgetown THE NATION in English 16 Aug 83 p l 


[Article by Cheryl Harewood] 


{Text ] 


C 


C 
~ 


O: 


BEACH EROSION 
which was first notic- 
ed on the south-east 
coast of Barbados 
five yeers ago has 
made its way up to 
the north coast. 
Residents of the Col- 
leton, St. Lucy, and 
Six Men's Bay, St. 
Peter areas are ex- 
periencing serious 
problems as a result 
of the erosion of their 
beach lands. 


In fact, residents of 
both areas say that since 
Hurricane Allen in 1980, 
life has not been the same 
for them -. 

Residents who at first 
lost their baeiryards to the 
on-creeping tides, soon 
found that their entire 
houses were threatened. 


The situation is getting Daphne Cr 


worse, t "a 
Cue of the oldest 
residents of Colleton, 
92-year-old Gertrude Gib- 
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bons showed me how the 
high seas are at her 
back door, and her small 
house is losing its props. 
She no longer uses the back of 
her house as an entrance. It is 
merely a direct exit from the 
house to the sea. She needs to be 
relocated but has been told to 
identify a spot and Government 
will remove her. 
‘They told me that t have 
no more spots to relocate 
. she said yesterday. 
an also of Col- 
leton has lost too. a section of her 
out-house and peling, to the hur- 
ricane, heavy rains and erosion. 
She said wes willing to be 
resited, but was awaiting word 
from her MP. 
However despite efforts made 
to secure her home, Ms. Conell is 
in 


+p Mgr had to spend over 
constructing « 
whic she said “ie ipng sO 


BARBADOS 


Mr. Hinds, said yesterday 
the matter was being looked into 
by other members of Govern- 
ment, but declined to say who 
tnose members were. 


conservation project said the 
authorities were awere of the 


matter 
He saic after A next year. 
the matter would into 


more fully, but he was not in the 
position to say when the 
residents would be resited. — 











AGKICULTURAL UNIT ESTABLISHED IN MARKETING CORPORATION 


Bridg 


CSO: 


An Agricultural 
Marketing Services 


(AMS) division has been: 


set up within the Bar- 
bados Marketing Cor- 
poration (BMC). 

This announcement 
was made by the cor- 
poration which also 
revealed four components 
of its marketing thrust 
aimed at increasing the 
market size for local 
produce. 

The Corporation said it 
had recently obtained 
assistance through a 


3298/914 


oject funded by the 
ood and Agriculture 


and the 
United ~ Nations 
Developmeat Pro- 


Grclopthe division to. further 
“adional spor 


ae within vom 


—Y ts 
our componen 

a to the cor- 
poration, are — = 
marketing of vegetables 


and root — me. 


processing, 
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the demand for locai 
fresh produce, and in- 
creasing self-sufficiency. 
The state-run body said 
one of the main aspects of 
its recent reorganisation 
+g increased focus on 
provision of 
soricultioan marketing 
services to farmers in the 
interest of successfully 
stimulating greater 
production in the non- 
Sugar agricultural sec- 


information Service 
(BASIS) sel up by the 
corporation last year. 
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NEW GOVERNMENT PRICE SUPPORT ASSISTANCE NEEDED FOR SUGAR 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 16 Aug 83 p 1 


[Article by Avonda Scott] 


{Text} 


Sugar factories in 
Barbados will be in 
serious financial 
straits unless 
Government assists 
them with another 
price support formula 
this year. 

Last year, Govern- 
ment injected a Bds$20 
million support 
mechanism into the 


the end of this year’s 
chet Executive 


Barbados os Sagar Todt 
Limited, r. Errie 


Deane. said yesterday 
that this year's 
Production of 85000 
tonnes was small and the 
price to be received is 
well below cost of 


He predicted that the 
industry could find itself 


harvest was the lowest 
since 1947. 

But Government is 
anticipating an output of 
about 120 000 tonnes next 
year as part of reaching 
the target of 150000 
tonnes by 1985 and has 
suggested that great 
improvement in_ ef- 

at the field and 

factory level be made. 
improved efficiency 
and an incentive tc en- 
courage the reaping of 


established a Sugar 
Industry research and 
dev t Commit- 
tee. whose functions 
— assessing the 


results of organisations 
having research and de- 
a go ~ Thy 


ol ty. Aaa cbc 


of sugar cane. 
Agriculture Minister 

Dr. Richard Cheltenham. 

has already disclosed that 


Government is at 
the “‘pros’’ and ‘‘cons”’ of 


another support 
mechanism for the in- 


in serious financial straits 
without further 
assistance from 
Government. 

This sugar 


industry, for many 
years ogy 
export crop and on 
which the island’s 
economy has relied 
heavily. 


Although this 
went some way towards 


difficul oR 
the iaduaiee, many 
factories still found 
themselves in the red at 


canes were among 

conditions attached to 

the price support for- 
mula 


Government also 


year's 


CSO: 3298/914 


48 








COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


BRIEFS 


JAPANESE ASSISTANCE--Three Japanese experts are due here this weekend for 
talks with government and agriculture officials as Barbados moves to 

revive its once thriving sea island cotton industry, it was reported today. 
[t is expected that the Japanese will meet with Agriculture Minister Dr. 
Richard (Johnny) Cheltenham and other government officials. Japan had 
indicated a willingness to assist Barbados with the revival of the industry 
during a visit to Tokyo by a trade mission last June headed by Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Trade, Bernard St. John. On his return, St. John 
had said that the mission was essentially to try to get Japanese business- 
men involved in joint ventures or licensing arrangement with local busi- 
nessmen so that they could take advantage of the Japanese specialised 
knowledge and technology. Speaking of the sea island cotton in which local 
farmers had an interest up to five years ago on two locations on the 
island's windswept south coast, St. John said: "We stressed that farmers 
will not grow cotton if they are not going to get a remunerative price 

for it." He said the Japanese were told: "One of the constraints that we 
had to cotton production was the fact that the farmers telt that they did 
not get an adequate price and one way to ensure an adequate price was to 
ensure at least that part of the manufacturing process is carried out in 
the Caribbean." (CANA) [Text] [Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE in English 

21 Aug 83 p 2] 


DROP IN UNEMPLOYMENT---Barbados has reported a tiny drop in its unemployment 
rate for the second quarter of this year. A Government statement said data 
from Barbados continuous household sample survey show that the unemployed 

as a percentage of the labour force for the period April to June stood at 
14.5 percent, a decline of 0.6 percent on the 15.1 percent figure for the 
corresponding period in 1982. The number of adults increased from 173,500 
in the second quarter of 1982 to 174,000 during the period under review. 

The labour force decreased by 1,900 persons from 113,700 persons in the 1982 
period to 111,800 persons in 1983. Of these 60,300 persons were males and 
51,500 females. The number of persons employed was 95,600 as compared with 
96,500 persons for the second quarter of 1982. Those not in the labour 
force increased from 59,800 persons in 1982 to 62,300 for the review quarter. 
The labour force as a percentage of the number of adults declined from 65.5 
percent from April to June, 1982 to 64.2 percent for the review quarter. 
(CANA) [Text] [Bridgetown SUNDAY SUN in English 21 Aug 83 p 1] 
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NEW CO-OP OFFICERS--The newly-formed Barbados Workers’ Union Co-operative 
Society Limited has elected its committee of management. President of the 
Committee is Senator Evelyn Greaves (BWU); vice president, Frank Crimes 
(Caribbean Broadcasting Corporation), secretary, Robert Morris (BWU had- 
headquarters); assistant secretary, Margaret Wiltshire (BW); and 
treasurer, Alwyn Tull (formerly of the Post Office Division). Miss Icilma 
Johnsen of the non-academic staff of the Cave Hill Campus of the University 
of the West Indies has been elected chairman of the supervisory committee. 
Secretary of that committee is Clifford Mayers (BWU) and standing member, 
Leroy Trotman (BWU). General Secretary of the BWU, Mr. Frank Walcott, has 
been named chairman of the Credit Committee. Secretary is Vere Rock (BWU) 
and sitting member, Maurice Hall of the Sandy Lane Hotel division. [Text] 
[Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 18 Aug 83 p 2] 
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COUNTRY SECTION BELIZE 


BRIEFS 


LIVESTOCK IMPROVEMENT AID--Belize City, Belize, 3 Sep (CANA)--Belize's 

Prime Minister George Price and Natural Resources Minister Florencio Marin 
have signed an agreement for a (U.S.)$1.3 million livestock improvement 
project with the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). 
The project is designed to rectify production inefficiency, expand markets 
and encourage more output fcr small and medium livestock procedures here. 
The project also provides for financial and technical assistance for 

swine improvement, pasture improvement and pork and beef processing 
operations. It will be implemented over a period of 2 to 3 years. [Text] 
{[FLO51257 Bridgetown CANA in English 2105 GMT 3 Sep 83] 


PUBLISHER'S LIBEL FINE--Belize City, Belize, 3 Sep (CANA)--Editor and 
publisher of the Belize City newspaper THE AMANDALA, Evan Hyde, has been 
found guilty of libelling Minister of Energy and Communications Louis 
Sylvestre. Hyde, a graduate of Dartmouth College in the United States, 
has been ordered to pay compensation in the sum of (U.S.)$3,250 to the 
minister, who is also chairman of the governing People's United Party (PUP). 
Minister Sylvestre took court action against Hyde as a result of an 
article published in THE AMANDALA in July 1981. The article charged that 
Sylvestre was involved in corrupt practices and that he was using his 
ministerial position for personal gains. Hyde was unable to prove the 
charges in court. Chief Justice Barbados-born Goerge Moe said: "The 
weight of the evidence left with me, whether unwittingly or not, is that 
the plaintiff's reputation for honesty and integrity is low." [Text] 
[FLO051257 Bridgetown CANA in English 2100 GMT 3 Sep 83] 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


SUCCESSION STATEMENTS NEARLY SPARK MINISTERS’ RESIGNATIONS 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 1 Sep 83 p 8 
[Article by Carlos Chagas] 


[Text] Yesterday was anticlimactic in Brasilia: Air Minister Delio Jardim 
de Mattos traveled to Rio, while his navy and army colleagues devoted them- 
selves to military business; the Social Democratic Party (PDS) senators who 
lunched with Brigadier Delio on Saturday regarded as closed the episode 

that was set off by the leaks of the talks supposedly held; and Interior 
Minister Mario Andreazza went to the Northeast in another round of inspection 
and inauguration of projects. President Joao Figueiredo received in Planalto 
Palace Senator Eunice Michiles and Deputy Nelson Marchezan, in addition to 
Mines and Energy Minister Cesar Cals, none of them producing any significant 
political news. 


The routine news channels have kept mum and, as on previous occasions, it 
will end up being the fault of the press. Not, it will, but it has. 
Because on the eve, the ineffable spokesman of the presidency of the 
republic spoke about the existence of "a gross plot." 


Considering that the comments of Mister Carlos Atila unpardonable, insidious 
and offensive--because he is not a journalist but a diplomat, he does not 

have a commitment to the truth, quite the contrary--it is worthwhile recapitu- 
lating the facts that caused an uproar and apprehension in the federal 

capital since the end of the week. It is worth noting first that because 

of the confusion that occurred within the government itself, the air minister 
almost resigned abruptly, in which he would be followed by his navy comrade, 
Admiral Maximiano da Fonseca, 


As one of President Figueiredo's principal aides, more adviser than minister, 
even a support for the political liberalization in relation to the military 
establishment, Brigadier Delio Jardim de Mattos has been concerned about the 
national situation for some time. As a member of the government and with his 
loyalty to the chief above any suspicion, for a long time he has been alining 
doubts and suggestions. Nothing out, everything in. Personally, for example, 
and without criticizing individuals, he believes it is necessary to seek 
other courses to overcome the economic crisis, in which, incidentally, he 

is followed by various ministers. With regard to the succession picture, he 
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is obviously on the side of whomever General Joao Figueiredo may side with 
but he does not hide his criticism of Paulo Maluf and his adventure. In 
April, he even suggested to the president, if he so desired, a visit to the 
former governor of Sao Paulo by the three military ministers at which time 
they would not voice a veto but an appeal to the candidate's patriotism to 
renounce his ambitions in exchange for some commitments. He offered that 
idea because he had carried it out ear!ier almost successfully: in 1978 in 
view of Maluf's dissident candidacy for Bandeirantes Palace during the 
krnesto Geisel administration, he sought out the aforementioned citizen in 

a Sao Paulo apartment and proposed that he leave the race in exchange for 
compensation, Revolutionary unity would not be broken, the palace candidacy 
of Laudo Natel would be victorious at the convention of the then National 
Renewal Alliance (ARENA) and Maluf would win the office of mayor of Sao Paulo 
and three of four secretartats. Everything was agreed upon, both phoned 
General Joao Figueiredo, the presidential candidate, in Brasilia and he was 
elated. It remained to check the agreement with Laudo Natel who, surprisingly 
did not accept it, thus, calling off the deal, followed months later by the 
victory of Paulo Maluf, 


This time, Delio conceived something similar with the support of the navy 
and army ministers. He believed that the former governor would not fail to 
give 1a to similar, but greater arguments; but after presenting the proposal 
to Figueiredo, he was not encouraged to develop it. The opportunity for 

the patriotic appeal passed, the air minister remaining with his concerns 
and the president with his immobile position, even in the face of Maluf's 
rise. 


With Figueiredo's trip to Cleveland for the bypass operation and the acting 
presidency of Aureliano Chaves, Delio Jardim de Mattos applauded the good 
will, the dynamism and the efficiency of the vice president, as many people 
did. Nonetheless, he did not join his candidacy, First, because he beiieved 
that the succession process should remain at a standstill during the presi- 
dent's absence, a policy faithfully followed by Aureliano and Figueiredo's 
preferred candidate, Mario Andreazza, even though Paulo Maluf, turning a 

deaf ear, further consolidated his position. Then, because Delio did not, 

as he does not, have a definite candidate, he assumes the position of 
accepting whomever the president names, 


Because of the seriousness of the health problems faced by Figueiredo in 
Cleveland, because of Aureliano Chaves’ good management, and especially 
because the country is living in an open regime, the minister even remarked 
that the president should not hasten to return. That he should convalesce 
for the time necessary, even traveling in the United States or, if he 
returned, to rest outside of Brasilia. He even mentioned a house belonging 
to the navy on the Marambaia bank in Rio. 


The process went differently. Whether or not schemed by the so-called 

"Cleveland group," whether or not fearful of the comparison between his 
style and the success that the vice president was achieving, Figueiredo 
advanced his return, took refuge in the Torto farm and reassumed office 
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earlier than prudence warranted last Friday. In that half-time, reports 
circulated that several ministers were inclined to suggest that, mounting 

the ramp of Planalto Palace once again, he examine the possibility of lencing 
a different pace and different mechanics to economic-financial policy. 

Delio reportedly was one of them but rumors that he had stated his observa- 
tions in writing have not been confirmed. There would be no reason to, 
considering closeness between them, 


Reassuming his office, Figueiredo preferred to give more power to Delfim 
Netto and his policy. At a dinner with the Planning Secretariat (SEPLAN) 
chief at the Torto farm, he authorized him to visit Europe and to begin 
negotiations for the renegotiation of Brazil's foreign debt, which would 
first require signing a new agreement with the IMF, That is what is going 
on at the present time. 


[In view of the difficulties and the chaos in the economy, the government's 
uncoordinated policy in the matter of succession, plus the very poor level 

of relations between the president and the PDS, many segments of the official 
party have begun to seek solutions, There was even the threat of reelection, 
a stop-gap term, parliamentarism and other second-hand magic, including the 
proposal of the return to direct elections, all of it as a formula conceived 
in the top circles to check the rise of Paulo Maluf, then made the champion 
of dissidence. Since the growing rebellion in the PDS was feared, channeled 
toward the former governor of Sao Paulo and risking the approval of the 
decree-law on the new wage policy, no one agreed, just as all continue to 
disagree, in view of the placidity and immobile position not only of Minister 
Leitao de Abreu, supposed coordinator, but even of the president of the 
republic. While his words of harmony and dynamism were laudable last Friday, 
when he received the government from Aureliano Chaves, the consequences are 
late in coming. Or, knowing the groupings and positions, everyone is dis- 
trustful, 


It was, thus, that a group of 14 senators sought out Delio Jardim de Mattos, 
a sort of oasis in the desert, inasmuch as his supposed opinions had been 
becoming public. Perhaps he would help remove the obstacles that separate 
the president and the PDS? 


It was the task of Senator Lomanto Junior to organize the group and, coin- 
cidentally, 1 day after Figueiredo reassumed office as chief of state, they 
went to the homeof the brigadier in the Peninsula of the Ministers, for an 
informal luncheon. Like the rest of the public, they did not know whether 
or not Delio Jardim de Mattos had conveyed their opinions on economic-finan- 
cial policy to the president. They were more interested in party politics. 
In finding channels capable of leading Figueiredo to give them recognition 
and to seek with them specific and over-all solutions for the present situa- 
tion, 


Here, opinions differ. Some senators, among them Lomanto Junior, Jutahy 
Magalhaes and Guilherme Palmeira told the press afterwards that they had 
heard comments from the minister regarding the conduct of the fight against 
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inflation and comments on the succession problem. According to their version, 
Delio reportedly said that the Paulo Maluf-Mario Andreazza duality could 

lead to a government defeat, so great is the boldness of the former governor 
of Sao Paulo and the lack of definition by Planalto Palace. He reportedly 
also emphasized that Figueiredo would not accept Maluf under any circumstances 
and that Andreazza had military snags, including not being to the liking of 
Army Minister Walter Pires, 


The important thing to point out is that the senators spoke off-the-record, 
not authorizing publication of their names, which O ESTADO and the JORNAL 
DA TARDE pointed out in their Tuesday editions. 


That same day, we took the initiative to telephone the minister, who denied 
the breach of confidence by the senators, saying that he was misunderstood. 
And he even added two important pieces of information: on Sunday, 1 day 
after the luncheon with the senators, he sought out Mario Andreazza in his 
home. They are neighbors and talked for more than an hour. He told the 
interior minister on that occasion that he supported him, denying the stories 
already circulating that he had proposed the candidacy of Aureliano Chaves 
to the senators, Of course, he would support him in the event he were named 
by the president of the republic. He even vehemently dented another rumor, 
that he himself was a possible candidate, Jokingly, he promised Andreazza 
that if by chance he, Delio, should become a candidate, his friend was 
authorized to attack him in the street the first time they met. 


Another statement by the air minister to the interio~ minister was that he 
knew about the recent meeting between Andreazza and Walter Pires at a social 
reunion when, asked if he had any reservation about his candidacy or the 
fact that a colonel might come to preside over generals, the army minister 
emphasized the contrary: he had nothing against his candidacy and would 
support it completely if proposed by Figueiredo. The army did not veto 
anyone, much less a member of the team of its commander in chief, 


On Monday, when the most varied stories and rumors about the brigadier's 
luncheon with the PDS senators circulated, the political temperature rose. 
Someone heard that the air and navy ministers had gone to the Brasilia Air 
Base early in the evening. There, they awaited the arrival of the army 
minister from Rio; the three conferred for more than an hour. Speculation 
multiplied, not only about the necessity they had found to dispel rumors 
about vetoes but especially pertaining to a tense atmosphere between the 
president and the air minister. 


With the publication on Tuesday of the report pertaining to the luncheon 

with the senators, more tension. Figueiredo did not like what he read in 

the morning and he telephoned Delio, speaking harshly. Then came the denials, 
even from the air minister to the reporter and then from the Army Communica- 
tions Media Center denying that Walter Pires vetoed Andreazza. But there 

was also talk of Delio being prepared to resign his office, In the afternoon, 
the presidential agenda scheduled a routine meeting of the army and air 
ministers with the president. There were even doubts about the latter, that 
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{t had reportedly been canceled. It was not, but General Walter Pires, 
contrary to old habits, remained in the president's office and was present 
during Delio's talk with Figuetredo. According to some interpretations, to 
serve as a fireman and prevent greater clashes, There was speculation 
about the possibility that if the brigadier requested his resignation he 
would be accompanied by the navy minister, who thinks as he does. Some 
sources even talked about moving trucks. The chief of the Military House- 
hold, General Rubem Ludwig, canceled his commitments and remained in the 
oresidential anteroom, 


At night came the words of the spokesman of the presidency of the republic, 
Carlos Atila: it was all nothing more than a gross plot. The fault of the 
press. 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


IRANIAN INDUSTRY MINISTER ON JOINT INDUSTRIAL PROJECTS, TRADE 
Brasilia CORREIO BRAZILIENSF in Portuguese 17 Aug 83 p 7 


[Interview with Iranian Minister of Industries Mostafa Hashemi; given in 
Brasilia, on 16 August 1983] 


[Text] Sixteen Iranian Government officials have been in Brazil since last 
Sunday morning led by Minister of Industries Mostafa Hashemi to establish var- 
ious lines of economic and commercial cooperation with the government and Bra- 
zilian private sectors during a period of approximately 1 week. 


In Brasilia yesterday, the CORREIO BRAZILIENSE had a nationally exclusive inter- 
view with the chief of the Iranian mission, Minister Hashemi, who has already 
seen Ministers Delfim Netto, Camilo Pena, Cesar Cals--who had a reception for 
the visitors at a luncheon at his official residence--Delio Jardim de Mattos 

and Maximiano da Fonseca. 


"Our delegation is an economic one and we are discussing the possibility of 
establishing joint industrial projects in Iran," the minister of industries 
told us. The 37-year old minister is one of the 20 cabinet ministers of his 
country which lends the mission a high level of interest on the visitors’ side. 


It has not been officially confirmed but during the luncheon with Minister 
Cesar Cals yesterday, the Iranians reportedly assured their Brazilian audience 
a sure supply of oil without the new demands that are being made by producer 
countries such as Algeria, Ecuador and Saudi Arabia, which are asking for a 
letter of guarantee issued by a first-line U.S. bank to finance sales to the 
country. 


In Rio, the Iranian delegation today will begin the second part of its mission 
which, according to semiofficial sources in the Brazilian Government, achieved 
complete success in its talks in Brasilia. In Rio, they will have the oppor- 
tunity to hold contacts with the various lines of trade exchange opened in 
Teheran on the occasion of the recent visit of Carlos Viacava, director general 
of the Bank of Brazil Foreign Trade Department (CACEX). Meanwhile, the same 
sources assert that the broader scope of that mission headed by a minister of 
state and not by a department chief such as Viacava has enabled it to achieve 
extremely favorable results in only 2 days of contacts in Brasilia with five 
Brazilian ministers. 
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in Kio, the contacts will be broader in the areas of shipbuilding. In Sao 

Paulo, the third stage, more intensive contacts with business sectors are en- 

visaged beginning next Friday, especially in the field of advanced technology 

iid capital yoods. At no time during their official talks in Brasilia was the 
possibility of the sale of Brazilian arms to Iran mentioned. Coincidentally 

also, at no time during its stay in Brasilia did any Brazilian diplomat enter 

into contact with the mission despite the fact that it had meetings with about 

five ministers and several other Brazilian officials. 


The Interview 


in his suite in his hotel in Brasilia, Minister Mostafa Hashemi yesterday after- 
noon began his exclusive interview with the CORREIO BRAZILIENSE, invoking the 
ritualistic words: "In the name of Allah, the merciful and compassionate" 
Hashem! is a member of the government team that is seeking to modernize Iran 
despite the 3-year war against Iraq. In his conversation with our reporters, 

te analyzed several aspects which, according to him, mark the contemporary 
panorama of his country. 


Question] What are your first impressions after the contacts held today with 
brazilian officials? 


‘Answer| In the name of Allah, the merciful and compassionate. We are finding 
yreat triendship and a warm reception and have confirmed that there is a real 
desire to expand trade between the two countries. 


Question} What is the prrpose of your mission in Brazil? 


\Answer| Ours is an economic delegation and we are discussing the possibility 
of establishing joint industrial projects in tran. For that reason, we are 
seeking opportunities for the purchase of industrial components, of (CKD) parts 
‘as published] to install in our country. In addition, we are interested in 
the purchase of raw materials, machinery, machine tools and possible agreements 
in the financial and banking area. 


|Question] How long are you going to remain in Brazil? 


[Answer] We are going to stay 1 week in all, visiting Brasilia, Sao Paulo 
and Rio de Janeiro. 


(Question) Will your mission extend to other Latin American countries? 


\Answer] No, we came this time only to Brazil and then will probably visit 
[ran's neighbor-countries in the Middle Fast region. 


f 


‘Question] What has been the development of Iran in the last 5 years? 


[Answer] Our economy is growing despite the war and we have sought to estab- 
lish a greater rapproachement with the countries of the Third World as well as 
to strengthen multilateral action with the so-called Group of 7/, 
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\Question} Did you come to discuss the sale of oil to Brazil? 


[Answer] Our Ministry of Industries does not have responsibility over oil 
matters; we discussed with Brazilian officials subjects connected with industry 
ind did not deal directly with the sale of oil. 


(\Question} What is the extent of the losses that the war has already caused 
to the Iranian industrial park in the last 3 years? 


|Answer! here are no factories in the region where the fighting is being 

waged a... tor that reason our losses were very small in that sector as a result 
of the war. However, our industrial park has undergone great changes because 
there has been improvement in the quality of our manpower. We produce many 
things. the war gave us a new view of our needs as a result of the difficulties. 
Despite the fact that we were greatly affected in the oil sector, mainly by the 
bombings of the Abadan refinery, our capacity for the production and export of 
oil and its derivatives remains intact. Except for Abadan, everything is run- 
ning normally in that sector. The losses in Nafjar were also significant. 


‘Question}] The reports transmitted by foreign news agencies indicate that Iran 
has put an end to the process of modernization. Is that true? 


Answer| The imperialist communications media disseminate reports of losses 

of development as a result of the revolution. That process continues and is 

of legitimate interest to Iran. In the field of industry specifically, we 

have clearly defined objectives seeking to benefit our people. We believe 

that industry develops science; we believe that the import of machinery is the 
import of science. We- believe that in preparing people to receive or absorb 
those gains, we are seeking the benefit of our people and not that of the multi- 
national companies. In recent years, we have carried out many industrial pro- 
jects which before we were not in a position to do at all. 


(\Question] How much longer is the war going to go on? 
Answer} It will be as long as the enemy is prepared to sustain it. The 


struggle against Iraq is our primary struggle and we are constantly preparing 
to sustain it. If it is a 20-year war, we are prepared. 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


ECONOMIC TEAM TO BE RETAINED; POLITICAL COORDINATION CHANGES URGED 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 25 Aug 83 p 7 
[Article by Carlos Chagas] 


[Text] On the economic level, General Joao Figueriredo has taken the decision: 
he will speak tomorrow, reassuming the office of chief state eagerly, determined 
to face the crisis, to seek solutions and avert a debacle. He will say that he 
is personally committed to a solution and the negotiations with the goveraments 
of our creditors but maintaining the same confidence in the cabinet team that 
advises him. In other words, Delfim Netto will not leave, nor the other minis- 
ters in the economic area. On the contrary, they will be strengthened with 
more power which, incidentally, is already happening. Having invited chief 

of the Planning Secretariat (SEPLAN) to dinner last week, the president auth- 
orized him to leave forthwith to seek accommodations with the Paris Club and 
force decisions with the IMF, which has just occurred. The renegotiation of 

the foreign debt, which was already taking place, will be the course empha- 
sized by him together with continuation of the sacrifices. He will also appear 
to be not disposed to permit talk about a declared unilateral moratorium. The 
policy to be stressed is to continue to talk, to find mechanisms for getting 

out of the strangulation and now expand talks with the officials of the various 
governments. It may be that, as a complementary measure, Figueiredo may announce 
a readiness to consult society more, including the business community, although 
hardly the Brazilian Democratic Movement Party (PMDB), but those dialogs will 
not alter the general Lines of the policy in effect. 


On the political level, the doubts persist despite the good intentions empha- 
sized in recent days. On Monday, the president promised Senator Jose Sarnay 
that he would lend prestige to the Social Democratic Party (PDS), forget con- 
sequences and strengthen its parliamentary base provided that there is recipro- 
city, as for example on voting for Decree-Law No 2,045. A day later, he gave 
Minister Ibrahim Abi-Ackel indications that he will begin to define the courses 
of the succession, beginning a new phase in his coordination work. The manifest 
and clear trend runs in favor of the rise of the candidacy of Paulo Maluf, 
whom Figueiredo does not want and even vetoes, but which is becoming stronger 
with the passage of weeks. Since Cleveland, and now in Torto Ranch, the presi- 
dent has given signs of having awakened to the situation. He must immediately 
undertake a neutralizing action or he will not succeed in reversing the trajec- 
tory of the former governor of Sao Paulo even if he tries. 
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Kepeated reports conveyed to the main speaker at tomorrow's ceremony in Planalto 
Palace report not only the strengthening of the Malufist bases in the national 
congress but of the fruits gathered by him in the states he has been visiting 
without a break since July. Divaldo Suruagy, governor of Alagoas, notified 
Figueiredo Tuesday through a special emissary that the passage of Maluf through 
his state caused "disarray" among what had been solid structures. The same 
thing happened in Pernambuco, Sergipe and Ceara. In the Northeast, the former 
yovernor had a meager base among the state delegations to the party's national 
convention but now, it has grown. Just as it has grown also in Minas, Amazonas 
and Para. He himself says that he is the only presidential hopeful capable of 
spending 2 hours in a National Housing Bank (BNH) low-cost housing two-room 
apartment talking to the mother, father, wife and children of a tenant whom 
wild horses could not keep from voting for him after a visit of that type. In 
that particular case, he was referring to his recent tour through Vitoria, Es- 
pirito Santo, where he is also strong. 


The president must know much more in terms of the recruiting promoted by Paulo 
Maluf, incidentally, competently. And if he is really prepared to begin a new 
stage in the succession process, it will be to check or counterbalance the 
venture underway. On this point, despite the optimism of the minister of jus- 
tice, things become involved. What will that action consist of? 


Succession Needs a Coordinator 


Despite the fact that he has the mandate to do so, the president does not like 
and does not know how to coordinate, properly speaking, if the verb is under- 
stood as acting the same way as the unusual candidat> except in the opposite 
sense. Figueiredo has declared many times that he hates politics and does not 
know how to conduct it and, even worse, not disposed to waste time on it. The 
conclusion becomes clear: either he finds a competent agent or he will doom 
himself to defeat. It will not be of any use to go up the ramp of the execu- 
tive headquarters once again filled only with good intentions; he will have to 
have a maneuvering mass and competent people to maneuver in order to go nose to 
nose, at the minimum, with the former Sao Paulo governor. 


However well he may perform his work at the ministry, stitching and tying to- 
gether the routine administration, Minister Leitao de Abreu does not appear to 
belong to the political branch. On innumerable occasions, he acted when he 
should not have and did not act when he should have, creating more problems 
than finding solutions. He did not oppose the total linkage of votes and 
attended the merger of the Popular Party (PP) with the PMDB, the cause of the 
greatest defeat of the PDS last November. He imposed Eliseu Resende in Minas 
Gerais when it was obvious that only a former PSD man would succeed in defeat- 
ing Trancredo Neves. He did not ward off the candidates of Ney Braga and 
Eurico Rezende in Parana and Espirito Santo despite the fact that logic indi- 
cated revisions by Brasilia, even forced ones, to avert disaster. Later, after 
establishing broad understandings with the victorious opposition elements in 
congress and in the states, he lost precious time with the comedy of the agree- 
ment with the Brazilian Labor Party (PTB). 
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Not to mention the aborted attempt to create a dissident anti-Malufist slate 
in the Sao Paulo PDS, or the general confusion over odd ideas such as reelec- 
tion, the establishment of a second-hand parliamentarism or even the illusion 
f the return of direct elections, all of it conceived by people who "para- 
huted"” in or individuals outside of the uncoordinated coordination. 


The result is that if Pigueiredo really plans to retake control of the succes- 
sion, confront Paulo Maluf and beat him at the polls, he will have to provide 
someone with political competence quickly. Some dream of Antonio Carlos Magal- 
haes becoming an organizer. Others, Ibrahim Abi-Ackel already in the Ministry 
f Justice. There must be alternatives other than those but they need to be 
adopted immediately. And since they will require, if not dismissals at least 
displacements in the current team, experience indicates that they will not be 
forthcoming. Just as he is not changing the structure in the economic area, 
the president is not going to change anything basic in the political area des- 
vite the good intentions to inaugurate a new succession phase. 











COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


NAVY ORDERS CERMAN SUBMARINE; TO OPEN BIDS ON CORVETTES 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 21 Aug 83 p 7 


{Text} Rio--The navy director general of materiel, Admiral Raphael de Azevedo 
Branco said in an exclusive interview with O ESTADO yesterday, that financing 
has been arranged for the construction of a submarine for Brazil in the Federal 
Republic of Germany. "The Germans have confidence in Brazil, thus, by the end 
of the year the preliminary phase of the project should be completed so that 
construction may begin in 1984." 


The admiral confirmed the navy project for the construction in the Rio de 
Janeiro Navyyard of a submarine having the same characteristics as the one that 
will be built in Germany, probably beginning in the second half of next year. 


A team of engineers and technicians of the Rio Navyyard is going to be sent to 
Germany to absorb the construction techniques of the submarine IKL-1 400. It 
is one of the most modern conventional submarines that exist in the developed 
countries. 


The admiral emphasized “the confidence of the Germans in the recuperative capa- 
city of Brazil and the country's capacity to absorb the construction techniques 
of modern submarines, which in a short while is going to reduce even more the 
dependence on foreign naval technology." 


According to Admiral Branco, the submarine project "will have to assure assis- 
tance to Brazil not only in technological terms but also in financial terms." 
Among the forces, negotiations with foreign groups for the purchase of equip- 
ment have for the most part become dependent on a compensation clause. 


When the air force negotiates for the purchase of equipment, it seeks to nego- 
tiate for compensation by the import of Brazilian equipment. In some cases, 
the negotiations do not develop because of that requirement. 


In the army, with greater emphasis since the Orlando Geisel administration, 
negotiations for the purchase of equipment, which has been reduced to the 
minimum in recent years, have to meet financial requirements and the transfer 
of technology. As in the Brazilian Navy and Air Force, the emphasis is also 
on the purchase of national equipment ranging from the arms sector to that of 
data-processing. 
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Competitive Bids 


corvettes by private shipyards. The /erolme shipyard, which 
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fhe navy is going to open a new competitive bid for the construction of two 
is in the process 
xf becoming nationally controlled may participate. Its participation in the 
yidding will be conditioned on nationalization confirmed by means of documents. 
tially, the navy reequipping plan envisages the construction of four cor- 
tes, two in the navyyard and two in private shipyards, with the 
ping the civilian companies maintain a high work load. 
avoid a reduction of 
compensation for the 


object of 
This way, they may 
the pace of their activities and unemployment. It is 
reduction of foreign orders to the private shipyards. 


t for the 1984 bud- 
yet the proposal of which is going to be presented on the 3lst in the national 
congress by President Figueiredo), the tendency is to intensify the nationaliza- 
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tion of military materiel. 


the navy, all the funds to be released by its research institute (IPOM) will 


be conditioned on interests of nationalization. The IPQM will conduct only re- 
search of a military interest and the others pertaining to maritime resources 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


MIDDLE CLASS COST OF LIVING RISES 130.1 PERCENT IN 1 YEAR 
Rio de Janeiro O GLOBO in Portuguese 27 Aug 83 p 18 


[Text] Sao Paulo--The cost of living of the middle class rose 130.1 percent 
in 1 year. That is the highest annual rate ever recorded by the Economists 
Association and the Sao Paulo Economists Union who prepare a monthly Middle 
Class Cost of Living Index (ICVM). In July, the index rose 9.94 percent. 
Although it was below that for June (11.72 percent), it was sufficient to 
establish a new record for the accrued annual rate, 


According to the economists, the main reasons for the 130.1 percent inflation 
were the increases of food prices. In 1 year, food prices increased 154.8 
percent. Removal of the subsidies for wheat appears as one of the causes 

for that increase since, among the products that increased the most in price 
are: wheat flour, 58 percent; bread, 44 percent; anc macaroni, 37 percent. 
The other staple items increased as follows: meat and rice, 30 percent each; 
beans and eggs, 28 percent each; and sugar, 11 percent. 


Housing and transportation were other items that underwent a great increase 
in July: 8.68 and 8.41 percent, respectively. Among the main items respon- 
sible for these increases are, in the case of housing, the new water rates 
(increase of 26.4 percent) and telephone (22 percent). In the cease of trans- 
portation, the increase in the cost of maintenance, gasoline and diesel oil 
are the main causes. 


Besides those factors, the economists association and union indicate as 
responsible for the 130.1 percent rate the increase of the costs of personal 
expenditures (7..4 percent), education (6.4 percent), health (4.45 percent) 
and clothing (2.95 percent). 


8711 
CSO: 3342/178 


65 











COUNTRY SECTION BRAZLL 


CACEX DIRECTOR FORECASTS SURPLUS OF $8.5 BILLION IN 1984 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 23 Aug 83 p 32 


\Text] The director of the Bank of Brazil Foreign Trade Department (CACEX), 
Carlos Viacava, yesterday predicted that next year Brazil will export $24.5 
billion, with a favorable balance of $8.5 billion. During a discussion with 
businessmen in Sao Paulo at the First New Investment Opportunities Seminar 
promoted by the JORNAL DO BRASIL, CACEX and the BNDES, Viacava explained that 
next year imports will continue to be contained around $16 billion, the same 
amount envisaged for this year. 


In the opinion of the CACEX director, the stagnation of imports by itself does 
not mean that there will be an aggravation of the recession. With the stabili- 
zation of oil prices, the increase of domestic productions and programs for the 
replacement of imported energy, Viacava foresees a smaller share of oil pur- 
chases in the overall import schedule, which will mean opening space for an ex- 
pansion of imports of other items necessary to the Brazilian economy. 


Viacava foresees that from now until the end of this year, exports will range 
around $1.9 to $2.0 billion per month compared to imports of $1.3 to $1.4 
billion, which will permit a monthly surplus above $540 million, a sufficient 
level for the country to achieve the goal of $6.3 billion in 1983. 


The CACEX director attributed the performance of Brazilian exports in recent 
months to the reactivation of the U.S. economy, which has begun to grow at an 
annual rate of 9 percent and the maxi-devaluation of the cruzeiro by 30 percent 
in February of this year. 


Viacava explained that for 1984 the foreign trade policy already has a strategic 
plan defined to achieve the target of $8.5 billion. Besides more aggressive 
combating of international protectionism, the government plans to use its bar- 
gaining power in the purchaseof oil. He pointed out that in 1982 Brazil had a 
deficit of $7 billion in trade exchange with the oil producers and that now 

that the world oil market is clearly a seller's [as published] market, Brazil 
can condition oil imports on exports of manufactured goods. 


The government also plans to increase bilateral negotiations to use bargaining 
power with countries from which it normally imports certain products. Viacava 
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cited among those countries, Argentina, Chile and East Germany. The basic 
point of that strategy, however, will be to seek a surplus with the industrial- 
ized countries that are Brazil's creditors. 


'A Disaster’ 


Economist Roberto Macedo of the University of Sao Paulo said in Belo Horizonte 
yesterday that the Brazilian trade balance surplus is a "disaster because it is 
obtained through the intense restriction of imports and, consequently, of pro- 
ductive activity. It is a surplus generated at the cost of recession.” 


[In his opinion, the reduction of Brazilian imports “is made at the cost of very 
great sacrifice and it is not any advantage for the country to accumulate a sur- 
plus at the present time." 


Roberto Macedo “advocates an agreement with all of the creditors with a view 
to postponing payment of the debt for a period of 3 to 5 years.” 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


AGKICULTURAL LOSSES, ECONOMIC IMPACT DISCUSSED 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 21 Aug 83 p 7 


[Text] Brasilia--The year 1983 was not good for Brazilian agriculture. After 

} years of super crops, 5 million tons of food were lost from the rains in the 
South and the drought in the Northeast, in addition to 1.2 million tons of 
cotton devastated by the "bicudo” insect plague. As a result, the weakened 
national economy will have to spend $300 million on the purchase of rice, a 
course it did not count on, and will be deprived of the export of corn which 

was also affected and the exports of which last year amounted to 700,000 tons 

to the Soviet Union alone. Apprehensive, the producers are holding their stocks 
causing a spiraling increase of prices the main victim of which is the consumer. 


According to data of the Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistics (IBGE) 
and the Production Financing Company (CFP), the losses of rice were 1.5 million 
tons, 700,000 tons of which were lost in the drought that struck the state of 
Maranhao. Agriculture Minister Amaury Stabile's forecasts of a production of 
9.4 million tons were thwarted and Brazil will harvest 7.9 million tons. With- 
out regulating stocks due to lack of foresight, the government has found itseif 
compelled to authorize the entry of 400,000 tons of that product, quoted at $100 
a ton. The expectation is that 300,000 tons will enter the country until the 
end of the year. 


fhe monthly average consumption of rice is 700,000 tons, which multiplied by 12 
months amounts to 8.4 million tons. Therefore, there is a gap of 500,000 tons 
between demand and supply unfavorable to the government. In the recent release 
of minimum guarantee prices, the economic officials gave an increase of 195 per- 
cent to dry-grown rice and 193 percent to irrigated rice. The tendency is for 
the prices at the consumer level to surge even more, with the specter of a 
shortage of a staple food on the Brazilian table. 


The bean situation is not as critical as that of rice only because it is a pro- 
duct without great demand on the international market and of which Brazil has 

a stock of 400,000 tons. In this case, the difficulty is with storage condi- 
tions. After being stocked for 6 months, it loses its properties and hardens. 
If it is not properly conditioned, it can get moldy and blighted. The average 
monthly consumption is 150,000 tons, which in 1 year collides with the produc- 
tion forecast for this harvest--1.8 million tons. 
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The loss ot soybean was | million tons. However, that product, which is one 


of the principal products on the national import [as published] schedule, was 
compensated for by the reaction of international prices. brazil is going to 

harvest 14,5 million tons of soybean, of which 4.5 million tons are earmarked 
for domestic consumption (1.5 million tons of oil and 3 million tons of meal). 


(he cemaining 10 million tons will be marketed abroad and the expectation is for 
revenues of $2.8 billion. 


In a few years, Brazil has become one of the principal exporters of chickens 

in the world and the main food of that fowl is corn-based feed. The average 
annual consumption forecast is 2 million tons for human consumption and 18 mil- 
lion tons for livestock feed and in industry. Thus the great concern about 
corn because last year Brazil exported 700,000 tons of corn to the Soviet Union. 
The producers watch the successive shipments in Brazilian ports with distress, 
fearing for domestic consumption. Nevertheless, the national economy will 

have to live with a loss of 1.5 million tons of corn, which puts production at 
20 million tons, an amount equal to demand. Last week, at the closing of the 
First National Agroindustrial Symposium, Minister Amaury Stabile said that the 
government will have to get dollars somewhere to apply to the purchase of food 
and cited corn as one of the products that is at the inescapable limit. 


Cotton is an indispensable product for the Northeastern economy. If there is 
a shortage, mass unemployment can occur in the region because the textile in- 
dustries depend on that raw material. Of the small stock, 30 percent is ear- 
marked for domestic consumption, to take care of the market, and the remaining 
/O0 percent is diverted to the industries in the Northeast, which cannot stop. 
[Instead of harvesting 2.9 million tons of the product, including arboreal (in 
the Northeast) and herbaceous (2.5 million tons in the Center-South), Brazil 
harvested 1.7 million tons, an amount quite close to the 1.5 million tons of 
demand. 


The situation became so complicated in the case of cotton that the Bank of 
Brazil Foreign Trade Department (CACEX) banned exports of that product in June. 
The lack of foresight caused national producers to sell more than they had in 
stock on the basis of optimistic forecasts that did not materialize. Contri- 
buting to that was a “bicudo” plague, an insect that was unknown in Brazil and 
which appeared mysteriously in the producing zone of Sao Paulo. After some 
months of disorganized combat against the insect with constant disagreements 
between the federal government, state authorities and the scientific community, 
the plague was found in Campina Grande, Paraiba. At the present time, with the 
end of the harvest, the insect is in a phase of hibernation which makes it im- 
ponsible to combat it. 


Another measure adopted by the government to normalize domestic supply was the 


authorization to import first-quality cotton in plume. The quantity is open 
and the main national suppliers are Canada, Argentina and the United States. 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


STEEL EXPORT QUOTAS SET BY U.S. TO BE PROTESTED IN GATT 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 1 Sep 83 p 33 


iText] brasilia--Brazil prefers to resort to the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) to demand its rights and compensation for loss 
of market, rather than accept the export quota of 4,000 tons of special 
steels to the United States established in July by President Ronald Reagan, 


The information was given yesterday by a high-level aide of the Finance 
Ministry, who pointed out that the quota proposed by the United States is 

of no interest "nor is it worth the onus of our accepting a protectionist 
practice." The quota of 4,000 tons of exports per year practically excludes 
Brazil from the U.S. market, the aide emphasized. 


"It is the moment to ask to what point the U.S. purpose of maximizing its 
export potential is compatible with the essential minimum level of continental 
cooperation,” declared the Finance Ministry aide. Another high-level source 
in the diplomatic area commented that the White House special assistant for 
foreign trade, Ambassador William Brock, was clear in referring to Brazil: 

"We do not want another Japan in South America." 


In the last 2 years, the United States has not only taken antidumping and 
antisubsidy actions against Brazilian products, including in third markets 
(where both compete) but has also established the system of quotas for the 
import of some products: first, against textile products, then sugar and, 
now, special steels. "It is a case of asking ourselves, which one is next,” 
observed the Finance Ministry aide. 


Quotas 


The U.S. executive established import quotas and tariffs for various cate- 
gories of special steels, prominent among them being stainless steel bars 
and tool steel exported by Brazil. According to the quota system, Brazil 
would only have the right to export 4,000 tons of special steels to the 
United States this year. And this hurts its exports because in the last 

2 years, Brazil has exported 13,000 tons of that product to that country. 


At a time of adjustment of the balance of payments mainly to settle accounts 
with the U.S. creditor banks, Brazil demands preferential treatment from 
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ihe United States. That is explained by the fact that the United States 

lid not take into account the historical series of steel exports from 8razil, 
yiving it a right to a larger quota. The finance minister even prepare: 

i study showing the illegality of the protectionist measure adopted by 

the United States and planned to resort to that country's international 

trade court. Afterwards he believed he could negotiate the quotas. By 

the statements of Galveas’ aide, it is clear that the negotiations are not 
yoing well. 
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[BCE REPORTS UNEMPLOYMENT CONTINUED TO DECLINE IN JULY 
540 Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 12 Sep 83 p 32 


(Text) Rio--The Brazilian Institute of Geoyraphy and Statistics Foundation 
(IBCE) reported yesterday that unemployment continues to decline in Brazil, 
revealing that in July the unemployment rate was 6.82 percent in the six 
main metropolitan areas of the country (Rio, Sao Paulo, Porto Alegre, Belo 
Horizonte, Recife and Salvador), compared to a rate of 6.90 percent recorded 


in June. 


The results arrived at by the IBGE are contrary to the surveys conducted 

by the principal representative organizations of industry, such as the 
Federation of Industries of the State of Sao Paulo (FIESP) and the National 
Confederation of Industry (CNI), which recorded an increase of unemployment 
in the country. According to the IBGE calculations, the unemployment rate 
of 6.82 corresponds to 837,305 workers unemployed out of an economically 
ictive population of 12,2 million people in those areas. But those figures 
1lso refute Labor Minister Murillo Macedo, who only yesterday revealed the 
existence of 3 million unemployed in the country. 


A rate of 6.82 percent corresponds to what the IBCE classifies as open 
unemployment, embracing the workers 15 years old or over who remain unemployed 
after having worked with a signed labor card, and also those who are seeking 
employment for the first time, In Sao Paulo, unemployment in July affected 

} percent of the economically active population of 5.2 million workers, 
corresponding to 366,632 people out of work, In June, the unemployment rate 
in Sao Paulo amounted to 7.05 percent, therefore, showing a declining 


tendency. 


Of the metropolitan regions, the lowest unemployment rate occurred in 
Salvador, with 5.04 percent, corresponding to 31,444 persons out of work 

out of an active population of 623,900 workers. It is immediately followed 
by Rio de Janeiro, the unemployment rate of which is 6.16 percent, equivalent 
to 224,106 workers. 
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COUNTRY SECTION BRAZIL 


ARMS SALE TO IRAN LEADS TO GUERREIRO VISIT TO IRAQ 
Rio de Janeiro O GLOBO in Portuguese 28 Aug 83 p 38 


(Text) Brasilia--The visit which Foreign Minister Saraiva Guerreiro will 
make to [raq in September is of a political nature. Through diplomatic 
channels, the Brazilian Government will give proof of its friendship to 
the Iraqi Government precisely at the time when Brazil has just concluded 
the sile of arms and ammunition in the amount of $500 million to Iran, a 
country with which Iraq has been at war for 3 years. 


The negotiations for the sale of the military material to Iran began on 

the 15th of this month when an Iranian mission arrived in Brasilia at the 
invitation of Planning Minister Delfim Netto. The coming of the Iranian 
mission was also the consequence of the visit which the director of the Bank 
of Brazil Foreign Trade Department (CACEX) Carlos Viacava, made to Iran at 
the end of July. 


A government source in Brasilia who participated in the negotiations with 
the Iranian mission said that Brazil may:sell $200 million in ammunition 
and almost $300 million in armament--tanks--to Iran, 


The establishment of stronger relations with Iran is of interest to the 
Brazil because, besides producing oil, that country promises to be a big 
market for Brazilian products, greater even than Iraq. The problem is that 
‘n 1980, when the war started Iran and Iraq began, Brazil declared its 
neutrality and for that reason the sale of arms to one country may harm 
relations with the other. 
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COl NTRY Sh LLON BRAZIL 


BRIEFS 


CORN IMPORTS NECESSARY--In addition to importing wheat and rice at a cost 
ot almost $1 billion for only those two products, Brazil will have to buy 
$00,000 tons of corn abroad, which will cost the public treasury $1384 
million. In terms of revenues, that will cancel the exports contracted with 
the Soviet Union for 700,000 tons of corn, which will yield $161 million 
for the country. Two-thirds of that amount have already been shipped and 
the total shipment will be completed in March of next year. The Production 
inanciny Company CFP) reached the conclusion that there jis a need to free 
the import of corn through the private companies because the failure of 
the current crop caused by the bad weather in the South was greater than 
expected, Out of an anticipated production of 21.5 million tons, Brazil 
harvested only 19 million tons, insufficient for domestic supply and carry- 
over stocks for the next crop. Annual industrial consumption is 18 million 
tons and human consumption, 2 million tons. By tomorrow, the economic 
ruthorities will determine the exact amount of corn to be imported. In 
the meantime, they are working with that forecast of 800,000 tons becaus:2 
the crop does not begin until March and the CFP is not in a position to 
supply the market during that period. [Excerpt] [Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE 
SAO PAULO in Portuguese 1 Sep 83 p 35] 
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BRIEFS 


LT TNERANT AMBASSADOR TO EUROPE--Former Costa Rican President Jose Figueres 
Opposition deputies 


has been appointed itinerant ambassador to Europe. 
were against the appointment, because Figueres openly favors the Sandinist 
revolution, thus contradicting in part Costa Rican Foreign Minister 

'ernando Volio's stance. [Summary] [PA012202 San Jose LA NACION INTERNACIONAL 


in Spanish 25-31 Aug 83 p 23] 
WORKERS FPEDERATLON EXPULSLONS--The Costa Rican Federation of Democratic 
Workers, CCTD, in a paid advertisement, informs the public that charges 
mide by former CCTD leaders Gilberto Brown [former CCTD president], 
Nunez, and Conzalez [first names not given] have been rejected and that 
they have been expelled from the union. The CCTD accounting books are 
open to any investigation. The expelled leaders were acting as instruments 
of the American Institute for Free Labor Development, which has tried to 
Luis Armando Gutierrez Rodriguez is the 


control and manipulate the CCTD. 
new president, and Miguel Angel Calderon Sandi is the new secretary general. 


[PA121850 San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 27 Aug 83 p 7B] 


[Summary |] 
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ERUPTS 


OVER FATE OF NATIONAL 


STADIUM 


Prime Minister's Position 


seau THE NEW CHRONICLE in English 30 Jul 83 p 1 


A first class political 
broken Out over 
the future of the National 
in the Canefield 
Minister 
coming 
down the side of 
developing sports facilities 
in other parts of Dominica 

Miss Charles herself 
struck the first blow at 
her press conference = on 
July Ll, when she insisted 
that Dominica could not 
have afforded the stadium 
cornplex before Hurricane 
David, far more at the 
present time. 

She reminded newsrnen 
that she had criticized 
putting up the stadium 
when she was in opposition 
and had said so frankly 
and openly to the French 
Government adding: 

| have seen no 
retrenchment in their 
result of 


row Nas 


Stadium 
area with Prime 
Eugenia Charles 


fiemily or 
at may ni 


friendship as a 
that.” 

An ‘article published in 
"The drum" newspaper iast 
Ashworth Pp, 
Simon took the Prime 
Minister to task. 

The article, the text of 
which is published on Page 
14 of this issue, accuses 
the Freedom Party of a 
major contradiction in its 
development plan. 


week DY 


Why, asks Mr. Simon, ! 
the Mahaut playing fielc 
considered of more 
importance than the 
ational sports stadium? 

And he goes on to 
answer his question: “The 
answer should be clear i 
the minds of all patriotic 
Dominicans. The develop- 
ment of the residential! 
village of this individual! 
(Mr. Phillip 
two ministers of govern- 
ment seems to mean much 
nore to therm than the 
interest of the nation as a 
whole." 

Miss 
slashing 
and other 


Charles made a 
response to this 
arguments on 


the subject at the conven- 


tion at Delices on Sunday. 

Referring to industrial 
development, she said 
Dorninicans Saw the 
factories going up = and 


would realise factories 
must be built if the 
country was going to get 
the business. 

She added: "And you 
will hear sone people talk 
about stadium. he 
Stadium was built for 
international sport. They 
nac expected that 
Mohammed Ali would 


come down here and box. 


Nassief) and 


DOMINICA 


> that Mf they hed an that money is being spent a fortnignt ig, \iiss 
ternational playing on the = Mahaut facility Charles said much less 
yround they must Nave al that’s their business.' ninth _ =e we 
nternational airport to The Prime Minister spent on tne stadium nad 
yervice im and that was emphasised: "We know peen provides to improve 
samathineg aeninicn did that the people of Mahaut Windsor Park and the 
+ treme ond me that was want the facility, and we Gardens. 
not being promised in the know that because they "vou would have had 


nenadiann tetuse. are b Sy working thern- two good cricket grouncs 


Miss Charles said: "We selves in their own type of you could have used," she 
! (@ « s . "y , ‘ 
nave not got the money to field to make sure the aid You would nave 
‘ n , work is done", nad a test match pitch in 
yu? trie stacium pac , if r 
, . jJ\Aace ‘“ " } < - 
f ter. a’ te moment we Later she ac le Gs We the Gardens and you alse 
want jobs. The people cannot‘let the Press put in would have had some 
want the jobs and we are their papers a pi ture of athletics and footbal! at 
sing the stadium to the stadium taken before Windsor Park, and | think 
reate employment.” the hurricane and pretend it would nave been much 
Then Miss Charles went that that is what the better.” 
to reaffirm her interest stadium is like now. Further, she said, she 
sport. “We are," she "No. We wiil let the believed every area 


press find out we know deserved to have some 


said, “trying to make sure 
playing field as well and 


hat every little built up who they want, whose 


, r t , 
amenity fais & slaying minds they can poison, ne Stadium | could never 
Held of same curt. and il give ther all the answers, really satisfy because 

etthin snes a the but we are going to stroll Dominica had to spend a 5 
Pre<s don't like the fact along for the people." lot of money in the 


agreement they had made 
with the French. 


At her press conference 


DRUM Article 


-— 
—_ 
- 
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[Article by Ashworth P. Simon] 


There seems to be a meaningful development of 
major contradiction in the any country and its 
Freedom Party's people. 
development pian. This However, he, on the 
fact is mirrored in their other hand, has supported 
policy related to sports. if not advised the 

It is clearly manifested backward plan of 
by the attitude of one key government to turn the 





adviser of the government, 
towards sports viz-a-viz, 
the government's attitude 
towards the same. 

Mr. Phillip Nassief, one 
of the main supporters of 
the ruling party and a 
leading figure in the 
planning of the national 
economic development, 
has shown by his decision 
to contribute well over 


$10,009 to the 
improvement of the 
Mahaut playing field 

that sporting facilities 


play a major part in the 


half-completed Canefield 
stadium into factory 
sheds. Isn't this an indi- 
cation of a major contra- 
diction? 

In the interest of the 
nation one can ask, why is 
the Mahaut playing field 
considered of more 
importance than the 
national sports stadium? 
Why is Mr. Nassief and 
the government making 
such valuable contributions 
to sports in one village 
and at the same time 
depriving the nation and 














some other villages of the 
same facilities’ 

The answer should be 
clear m the rmunds of all 
patriotic Dominicans. The 
development of the resi- 
dential village of this 
individual and two 
runisters of government 
seers to mean more to 
thern thar: the interest of 
tne nation as a whole. 

One can only guess that 
tris move is to smootn up 
tne Mahaut peopie, who at 
the last election voted 
Freedom heavily, but are 
now disenchanted witr 
their performance, more 
so over the handling of 


the John Rose incident. 
r 


ihrer nove i only 
mmed al regaining tne 
confidence of the young 


voters for their wn 
interest and at the sare 
time blocking or 
Oorgetting the interest of 
the nation. 

The Prime Muirister Was 
on the radio trying to 
justify the move by the 
government and gain 
“upport, ner main 
was that government was 
“oncernec with creating 
jobs by establishing 
industrial sheds. 

Dic she ever study the 
benefits of the stadium in 
the long term? 


Let's make a few points 
here, Wouldn't the 
tadium create a steady 


job for 


some men, women 
2nd =«6.at )6tthe:)«6sSame.= 6 time 
raise the enthusiasnr of 
our sports men, women, 
and youth to making a 
greater effort to devel 
their full potential 
whatever sport they are 
interested 

Would the stadium elo 


s 
“Pr 
rn 


to expose S$ to more 


international $Dc rts stan- 


Jarcas » - Zz +" < . ze . 
riigr jIeve: / g teers 
to our country Coulcn't 
the sports stadiurr f 
Canefieid Dring more 
mcome to tne Sport 


Division and other sporting 
bodies, so that they wouid 
be le 55 deoenderit or 
government anc ter 
private indivicduais, wher 
it comes to participating 
in regional or mternational 
activities.” 

Wouldn't the stadiurr 
TvVe aS a Detter venue 
for our independence 


SHOWS, Carfniva, etc. 


necause of the decrease in 


jumping over the walls or 
viewing frorr some 
vantage point outside? 

Probably one can ever 
say wouldn't the ‘Sports 
stadium help comfort 
some of the causes of the 
marty cases of mental! 
LLINesses that are s) 
rampant i our country 
and especially around the 
youth? 

A sports stadium with 2 
proper utilization plan can 
rake a substantial 
cAitribution to the 
nation’s economic recovery 
and that’s a point blank 
fact. 

I think that government 
and Mr. Nassief need to 
face the truth anc come 
to terms with time. I per- 
sOfial ly welcome Mr. 

f's gesture towarcs 
the imorovernent to the 
Mahaut playing field since 
I'm from that village anc 
will benefit. 

But in the same light 
important to 
compiete the sports 
stadium, thus giving the 
nation an avenue where it 
can be in line abie to 
compete for higher 


Cad 
. 
< 
- 
a 
A 


sporting act 


7 < arc 3 
_ » - - 
s=¢ So". * - ~~ 2 oO 
T + - @ ~ te < 4 aw er 
> gZ0e5 Vv e 
_ ousiin a 
Js ¥« * sc ries Cc 
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7 a oGtsite a ake 
~~ - A we - _ - 
JO mea @ & ef peopie 3 
od o “ter 
ss ao 


rrr . © - < 
> ove erit iS S@rious 


ant - 
aDdout ceveliogoment im tre 


public interest they shouid 


stop their plar for 
reforming the Cane fieic 
stacium and put whatever 
furds anc technical 


test fieic into the com- 
pletior, of the stadium, 
wruch already mas af 
nternationa! outiooxk 
terms of size, security and 
location. 

po 


¢ move away 
from placing ail heir 
emphias: or pr.vate 
controi anc imtroduce a 
firmer policy of both 
public and private 
developrnent. They should 
stop making thernselves a 
laughing stock, by so 
clearly exposing thew 
weaknesses and 
contradic tions. 

Dominica is ours; let all 
of us be mvolved in its 
development, iet us al! be 
satisfied with the steps 
taken in our interes 
every man, 
youth should de given a 
chance to make what ever 


contribution he/she can, 


we 


4 re 
vant for his/her 
comtr Dut Ofi. 
T+. f" -~ne* A <*a7 
” Canetie.d stacim 
is one suc? facility, 


the long term t will 
comtribution 
and rnost importantiy the 
muted wmage and mterest 


of the entire Dominican 

















Analysis by ‘Observer' 
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[Text] Mr Simon's argument (see page 14) about the transformation ot the 
stadium into industrial factory sheds is undoubtedly a legitimate one, but 
requires closer scrutiny. 


it seems that Mr Simon's claim to fame is in discovering contradictions, 
and it appears that any and everything which befuddles his thought process 
is immediately categorized as such. 


Unlike Mr Simon, a man of contradictions himself, those in government and 
at IDC are people of priorities and their priorities are to provide jobs 
and increase the country's productive capacity. 


When our pecple have jobs and can truly afford to pay $20 a head to watch an 
international sporting event, then we can worry about such luxuries as a 
stadium. 


Until then, it is a priority that every village has access to proper playing 
fields. Hence the upgrading of the Mahaut facility and the need "to find 

a place we can make into a playing field for the people of Canefield" as 
Minister Charles assured at her last press conference. Any contradictions 
there, Mr Simon? 


Mr Simon talks about the stadium as if it were some sort of panacea for the 
woes of Dominica. Has he ever seriously thought about the economics of such 
a stadium? The thousands of dollars required monthly to manage, run and 
maintain the stadium? That in fact the stadium may not even be able to 
support itself? 


These problems are further complicated by there being no international 
airport to service such a facility. 


Mr Simon ignores the fact that the agreement with the French Government 
stipulated that the Government of Dominica would have to turf and light 

the stadium, build a ring-road around the stadium and construct a new bridge 
alongside the 1899 bridge. 


The cost of these plus the cost of repairing the stadium after the damage 

caused by Hurricane David is a heavy burden on the limited financial 

resources of the country. With that same money factory sheds can be 5 
constructed which will provide employment, transfer new skills and generate 

exports. 


Also left out by Mr Simon is the significance of the Canefield Airport. 

It will be necessary fur the future safety and viability of the airstrip 

to extend the runway by at least another 500 feet. This extension will run 
through the eastern-half of the stadium while the factory sheds occupy the 
western-half. 


19 





lt is interesting to note that the same French Government which financed the 
stadium is now willing to finance the strip's extension. Surely, the future 
of Canefield is far more important to Dominica than the stadium. 


CSO: $298/885 
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Roseau Dominica 
Saturday (CANA) — EX- 
MINISTER OF Com- 


munications and Works 
Henry Dyer has said he 
had resigned from the 
ruli Dominica 
Fr m Party of Prime 
Minister Eugenia Charles 
accusing it of not 
upholding ‘“‘the golden 
maxim of democracy” 
that the people’s wishes 
must prevail. 


Speaking during a 50- 
minute Press conference 
here, Dyer discounted 
allegations b Prime 
Minister Charles in her 
dismissal letter to him 
this month. 


Dyer said he had 
decided to resign from the 
ruling party ‘‘because of 
the consiant unfounded 
allegations by some of the 
higher officials of the 
party of my disloyalty 
and the party's failure to 
po e golden maxim 
democracy, that is that 


81 


‘since ‘his 


DYER QUITS RULING VREEDOM PARTY 


VY ADVOCATE in English 2] Aug &3 p 3 


the wishes of the people 
must prevail.” 


er said that he in- 
ten remaining in 
Parliament as ‘an in- 
dependent member”’ 
adding: “I am _ deter- 
mi to assist my 
country to the best of my 
ability.” The ex- 


‘ Minister, who had shied . 


from reporters 
August. ‘2, 
dismissal, said that he 
had done so because he 
did not want to ~espond to 


ahything with emotion. 


-(n her letter, Prime 
Minister Charles said that 
Dyer had failed to hold 
the.- portfolios in his 
command” and it is 
obvious that you have not 
been able to perform,” 
She also accused him of 
net carrying out party 
policies or helping in the 
formation of policies and 
that he had ‘‘failed to play 
his part as a member of a 
team.” 


away 
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COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICA 


WYER"'S OUSTER FROM CABINET BRINGS POLITICAL REVERBERATIONS 
Columnist's View 
Koseau THE NEW CHRONICLE in English 6 Aug 83 p 4 


(Points to Ponder column by Pragmatist] 


Henry Dyer didn’t realize it 
then, but he a right into 
the hands the opposition 
forces when he agreed to be 
interviewed by the “DRUM"’ 
newspaper, ostensibly to de 
fend himself against an earlier 
criticism which had appeared 
in the CHRONICLE. 


Rule No. 1 in any public 
relations course is when you 
are critized in one sector of 
the media, you must respond 
in the same medium. Then. if 
necessary, you may consider 
increasing and spreading your 
defence artillery. 


The Minister of Communica- 
tions and Works remarks in 
what is popularly regarded as 
an opposition satya 
(actually the only strong is 
with O.J. Seraphin) was quick- 
ly picked up by the more acti- 
vist in the opposition ranks, 
notably DLM, as clear indica- 
tion that all was not well with- 
in the Freedom Government. It 
was even postulated that the 
letter in the CHRONICLE criti- 
cal of some of the Minister's 
actions could onl) ve 
appeared because | ty 
hierachy 80 wanted 


More, that Dyer was —? 
denied access to the alleg 
Freedom controlled paper and 
thus had to seek an outlet for 
his own explanation in the 
‘DRUM". 1 of a sudden, 
Henry Dyer, has been on the 
defensive. 


And it was all so un- 
necessary. Had he handled 
the matter differently, it 
would not have become thie hot 
political and speculative issue 
that it developed into. A short 
letter by Dyer, giving the facts 
about the construction and 
funding of two public con- 
veniences in the Pottersville 
and Goodwill areas, would 
have likely ended further 
discuasion. 


In fairness to Dyer, talking 


with any member of the press 
is well within the democratic 
tradition of the Fresdom Party 
and its government. It is an 
open government. There are 
presumably no prey di- 
rectives on which of the press 


Ministers can talk to or when. 
But each Minister would be 
expected to use his discretion 
and political judgement. 
Dyer’s reaction to the simple 
letter in the press may not 
have shown the best of either 


His detractors uickly 
pounced on it to make an 
“issue. The DLM Alliance 
had first tried to fioat trouble 
between Pat Stevens and the 
Freedom Party. That soon 
roved to have no base. So the 

er matter came along and 
the DLM grabbed it. Talk of an 
imminent reshuffling of the 
Cabinet emerged and was 
fanned on. Imminent or not. 
> M. Charles had to make it 
periectly clear at the Con 


vention that she reserved the 


_ right to shuffle her cabinet in 








the interest of 
olficvency 


greater 


The interesting feature of 
this latest controversy is (hat, 


before now, any talk of a 
cabinet reshuffle focussed, 
not on Henry Dyer, but on 
Heakeith Alexander who 
currently heads the admitted- 
ly difficult Ministry of Agricul- 
ture 


Agriculture remains 4 mess, 
so that there is deserved 
speculation that it is dua for 
new management at the very 
top. The question is who. if 
one is looking for competent 
administrative ability — and 
good administration of its 
many diverse operations is 


one of the buy lacks in aaricul 
ture — then the name uf the 
current Minister for Educ ation 
and Health would Certainly 
emerge. Unfortunately, 


Maynard's background in 
Agriculture is practically ni! 
and traditionally, people and 
Prime Ministers seem to feel 
more comfortable having 
me | with at least some. 
Sv6ni ii long past, association, 
with ‘the land’’. Moreover. 
Maynard's abilities may be 
ut to even greater advantage 
he were placed in som 


like @ new Ministry o 
Plannin and = Economic 
Development " 


But back to r 
that talk about bin oy F 
coincided with all the talk 
about our roads. They are in 


an absolutely atrocious con- 
dition. | make bold to aay that! 
h ave never seen them as bad. 
both in town and in the 
yountry, in all my 44% years. 
That if nothing eise does not 
reflect too well on Mr. Dyer. | 
have credited thé Freedom 
Government in the past for 
excellent work in obtaining 
term funds for serious 
long last road re- 
construction. Their short term 
programme, however, leaves 
a lot to be desired Vehicle 
drivers cannot be expected to 
wait indefinitely on the long 
term programme whose start 
up times getting put off 


If Dominicans had to vote on 
Mr. Dyer's future on the basis 
¢ om roads, that Cabinet re- 
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to Ponder 


CHRONICLE 


Analysis of Cabinet Workings 


in English 


column by Pragmatist ] 


13 Aug 83 p 4 


EVERY Cabinet in the world has its heavyweights and its 
lightweights. Margaret Thatcher had what the British press 
termed the wets , those wavering members of her gove. a- 


ment who had mixed feel 


8 about her firm and undeviatin 


economic policies. She fired three in early 1962 and remove 
the last remaining, her then Foreign Minister Francis Pym, 
immediately after her resounding electoral victory in June. 


PM Charles has her Big 3. 
Apart from herself, they in- 
clude the Minister of Educa- 
tion and Health, Charles 
Maynard, and the Minister for 
Home Affairs, Brian Alleyne. 
It is being suggested in many 
quarters that it is those three 
who are responsible for most 
of the policies of the Govern- 
ment 

My reaction: so what? It is 
those three who are the most 
capable, judging from the = 
formance record in their 
Ministries. It is not their fault 
that the Attorney-General to 


date has not inguished 
himself with any particular bit 
of legal or le tive bril- 


liance; that the Ministry of 
Agriculture has failed to rise 
up from the depths of incom- 
petence and a general lack of 
direction that have long 
bedevilled it; that Henry Dyer 
decided to withdraw from the 
team work arid co-ordination 


expected within any serious 
and systematic government. If 
much of the innovation and the 
dedication {should we add, 
and the honestyof the present 
Cabinet comes mostly from 
Eugenia, Maynard and 
Al _. why should they not 
be the most influential? 

Let me quickly add that | 
would normally have included 
Henry _ among the 
‘reasonably competent”’ 
group and therefore do not 
necessarily share some of the 
P.M.'s intimations in her letter 
of dismissal. 

However, I do accept the 
need for her action on the 
grounds of not working as a 
team and indeed, appearing to 
be undermining the policies 


determined by the party and 
its ministerial group. 
incidentally, my a 


And, 
cle last 








week was written before the 
sacking. | have also not cared 
too much for Dyer's recent 
tendency to pronounce on his 
special concern for ‘the ema!l! 
man’ and the need for 
national unity, almost imply- 
ing that these -— not quite 
current party policy. 

The issue of "ne sma!) 
man’ also suggests the main 
reason why aynard and 
Alleyne continue to be the 
brunt of opposition criticism. 
Both are regularly lambasted 
as ‘bourgoise’’ and resent- 
ing the “gros bourg’ of the 
Freedom Party. It is not new in 
Opposition politics, but the 
irony is that the backgrounda 
of the two named show just the 
opposite 

‘charles Maynard's in- 
nings are about the hum 
of the whole lot in Cabinet 
facteting Dyer himself) - and 
urthermore he has never 
tried to hide that fact but, 
quite the contrary, has referr- 
ed to it from time to time. But 
Maynard has had a successful 
run in life in both his educa- 
tional qualifications and in his 
work record. He has moved up 
the ranks and it is all to his 
credit. It remains ridiculous 
and « continuing threat to the 
sustained upliftment of the 
society as a whole that 
persons who are succesaful in 


Speculation on Charles 


their endeavours becone 
objects of  chastisement 
precisely because of their 
Succ eas. 


It is also ironical that criti- 
cism of Maynard so often 
comes from the Leftists. 
because for a long time he was 
himself seemingly very partial 


to the socialist ideo! In 
fact, he probably canal still 
describe himself as a socialist, 
in the mold of Phillip Potter, 
and would insist that his 
principles and practices 
express his continuing belief 
in raising all, especially the 
lowest and the least fortunate, 
to higher levels in the quality 
of life. But he is also honest 
and @ realist, and has long 
had to part company with our 
local leftists. 

He has also, to judge from 
his pronouncements in the 


House, an to accept the 
eter om fact that the best 
way of achieving the Socialist 
“greatest good for the greatest 
number” is by fostering the 
creativity and personal 
achievement - and the “isci- 
pline, efficiency and prag- 
matism - that only really 
comes with he free enterprise 
system 


Brian Alleyne, by contrast, 
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Motive 


comes from a distinguished 
family ‘ine. Again. it ie unfor- 
tunate that @ man is criticized 
because of what he is born 
into. faha’ it works both 


ways) 


But the irony again is, long 
before he joined the Freedom 
Party, Alleyne had developed 
4 not incenaiderabie r a- 
tion as the defender of the 
downtrodden, the smal] man, 
the dread, the victims and il/- 


fits of the status quo. Many in 
authurity (not only al 
authority) did not te care 
for the activities of this young 
lawyer who was ways 
pus human rights causes. 
Alleyne defend in court 
many 4 young person knowing 
that chances of payment were 
nil. In fact, he was at the fore 
front at getting Legal Aid 
started. 


Yes, it is indeed strange 
that those two are the objects 
of opposition vile talk. Strange 
but not surprising. After all. 
when a man cannot be faulted 
for performance. his political 
opponents will tac his 

oon When there is 
nothing there to challenge. 
they will - heaven help them - 
attack his background. 


"THE source from which I earned my income was 
suddenly taken sway from me without any notice, so now I 
am trying to reorganize myself, and that is my priority right 


now”’, 


So said ex-minister Henry Dyer after several attempts to 
interest him in an interview with the NEW CHRONICLE. 
Mr. Dyer has remained tight-lipped, reiterating: ‘I shall 


make a statement at the appropriate time”. 














Pome Minister Eugenia 
Charles. too, (with the 
exception of her letter and 
press conference) has been 
reluctant to say ones 
about the “real story behim 
the termination of Mr. Dyer’s 
appointment as Minister 
Communications and Works 

in the letter to Mr Po 
which informed him of his 
diomusea!. Mise Charles said, 

‘| have deen disturbed at your 
silence’. with reference to bis 
lack «6of = participation _ at 
Cabinet meetings 

The public was wondering 
whether the issue was 

‘hotter’ than it appeared, 
and were both Miss Charles 
and Mr. Dyer exercising due 
caution to minimize potential 
repercussions’? There is a lot 
of rumour and speculation as 


a result of this silence. 

The NEW CHRONICLE has 
only been able to work with 
such speculation and rumour, 
and certain ambiguous state- 
ments made by Prime Minister 
Rugenia Charles in her letter 
of dismissal and at her 
Convention speech 

There is widespread belief 
that Mr. Dyer was dismissed 
because he was pushing for 


the prosecution of a certain 
government employee who 
was — involved in 
manipulating the time-keepi 
records on a U.S. Aid = 
patching programme. 

It was believed that this 
employes, who is a strong 
Freedom Party supporter, was 
allowed to leave the country 
before the police could get to 
him 

When contacted by the 
NEW CHRONICLE yesterday, 
Prime Minister Charles said 
that the employee had come to 
see her, but she toid him that 
“we got in on 4 no-corruption 
ticket, and the matter is for 
the police to handle and | 
cannot interfere.” 

When asked why Prosecu- 
ton was not initiated against 
him, Miss Charles said that 
such action would have to be 
taken ‘by the Ministry which 
employed him’’. 

6 NEW CHRONICLE 
contacted the Commissioner of 
Police who informed us that, 
to his knowledge, “no report 
was made to the police by the 
Ministry on the matter.” 

One explanation giver for 
this was that the U.S. Aid 
consultant supervising the 





since the emplovee had by 
then resigned his -. The 
NEW CHRONICLE has also 
learnt that he subsequently 
paid back the funds 

At the recent Freedom Party 
Convention, Prime Minister 
Charles said in her address 
“when we are given money for 
roads we must make sure that 
it is spent on roads and 
nothing else.” 

When the NEW CHRONICLE 
followed this up and asked 
Prime Minister Charles what 
exactly she meant, she said 
she believed that ‘each dollar 
of aid was not going far 
TLS public specula 

6p Was ting 
whether this was what she 
had in mind when she wrote in 
her letter “You havea failed to 
demand and to obtain 
afficiency from the depert- 
ments and the Sta 
organizations which f 
within your portfolio and as a 
result the public has been 
inadequately served’’? 

And what did she mean *~ 
‘You have failed to take hold 
of the portfolio in your care 
and it ia obvious thet you have 
not been able to inform, 
evaluate for Cabinet and 


advise Cabinet on the rosd 
projects and contracts....’’. 

Sources close to Cabinet 
suggest that Mr. Dyer did not 
regularly and comprehensive- 
ly inform Cabinet of the 
negotiations going on concern- 
ing the road proiects. 


One such example is that a 
contract had been drawn up 
with World Bank consultants 
with regards to the section 
being financed by that 
organization under the road 
programme. 


The contract opnecenty 
provided a figure of Million 
in consultancy fees: the World 


Bank project totalling $5 
million dollars. in other 
words. only $2 Million would 
actually be spent on buildi 
roads while consultants w 
have been paid $3 Million for 
their advice and preparatory 
work. 

On heering this. Mise Charies became 


annoyed and tore up the contract. 
f sonsdinn ¥-y the World Benk to 
form them t she was no 
interested in the project since most of 
the money was to go into 
AS 
It is said that the World Bank 
uested her sot to cancel the project 
advised that the contract be 
otiated 


project, was not in favour of 9 was done ark the new contract 


aoe . has brought down the consultancy fees 
arrying out the prosecution oh {lion to $1.2 Million, less than 


half. 

The NEW CHRONICLE has attempted 
to have Mr. Dyer comment on the iseue. 
but he ie so far unwilling 








| ’ } ‘ 
Chari , Press 


Koseau THE NEW CHRONICLE in Enyl ish 


[Text] 


“PRIME MINISTER 
Charles, Mr. Dyer was 
arded as vory popular 
itically, what do you think 
will be the likely political 
sgpqvouscions on his dismise- 
al?” 


This was one of the 
questions asked Miss Charles 
at the press conference last 
Friday. 


PR. Prime Minister: M. - 
here are some now 

like Mr. Dyer aad whe don't 
ke the decision taken. It was 
not a decision taken lightly 
and | think many cf his 
supporters are not happy 
about it. After all, there have 
been terminations of this sort 
in the past. There were three 
of them terminated at one time 
in 1970. You had one termina- 
ted a few months after 
Independence and then in the 
interim government, | can’t 
remember how many were 
terminated or who 
tern aated Ln there 
were several people movi 

out the interim government - 


Miss Charles then enumera- 
ted a number of projects 
which goverment had 
achieved. This was inspired 
by a question which euppretes 
that other people might take 
the credit for work which Mr. 
Dyer had accomplished. 


She said that was the 
yestioner’s interpretation of 
the situation. But she thought 
tht it was obvious that Mr. 
Dyer, in spite of his nice radio 


comments in a daily, beiievea 
in the same things. 


Conte 


on but the f peop 
cr) 
have benefitted. 

Lat us look at heelth to 
make sure that health is peid 
for through Social Security. 


Let us look at Income 
Tax structure to that it is 
to halp the low-income bracket 


= us look at the feeder 
roads. The large state 
owners have not got anything 
for feeder roads Sones it is 
the small people who got these 
feeder roads. There is a lot 
more to be dons, but we have 
begun to make inroads in 
the feeder road problem. 

"Let us look at the clinics. 
Have any of you looked at the 
hospital, and seen that the 
hospital is no longer crowded 
because of clinics in nearly 
every district and the poor 

le will no longer have to 
r the expenses of having to 
travel long distances to the 


grr 

- us look at the dental 
care that has been given. Who 
is bengfitti - it not the 
poor peop 

"Let us look at the out 
districts where we have 
arranged for ambulances and 
fire services. 

All of these are for those to 
benefit who are not as wull 
off, as others in the community 

"So this shows that he (Mr. 

er) is following the thinkin 
of the Preedom Party to lao 
after the people who can't look 
after themselves.” 
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More From Press Conference 
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(Mk MINISTER Suger., Miss Charlies admitted this. 
we errr cobs tie aliy (Loris. but stated that she did not say 


ut! « press conference at that he (Mr. Dver) was incom 
Covernment Headquarters,  petent It did not mean that 
Roseau, last Friday that Mr. she wus dissatisfied with his 
Henry Dyer was sackad as inefficiency: he mighi have 
Minister of Communications been an efficient man. but she 
and Works. primarily because was dissatisfied with bia put- 
of his ‘political views more — his talents to the 

than for his incompetence ”’. decisions by 

Miss Charles said that there government. 


was no talk of incompetence, - She further ° 
nor was there talk of PN whilst “sah 
difference of political views. Cabinet, accuse a Minister 


In fact. she said, the state after make the decisions. 
ment made by Mr. Dyer was In ia. oe cannot tell the 
that he accepted the Freedom Speaker that the 13 
point’ of view — that you must wrong until you 
stand for justice and that you resolution to the 
must look after the poor and show where the 
weak. So that he was en- 


wrong. 
— > Freedom policy. It "If the Speaker says some- 


wes obvious, therefore. that thing”, 2s’ ~- added, “yes, I 

there were no political accept. You may not like it, yet 

differences accept even though you 
The reason was that there [now it's wrong; but you must 

was not the full input by the bring a motion cn that for you 

oe in his _ in the “a a 

Cabinet to ” country % same thing 

go" whilst are in Pom or 
The Prime Minister later there unity. While a 

accused CANA of being the decision is made, it makes h 

first to mention “in 
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competence '. 

has interpreted the letter the decide to part company, 

way they wanted to. you speak the reason 
"In fact’’, she said, ‘I would Mise Charies later 


EE 
4 


| 


not have released the letter at thare was no incompetence in 
all. But worried that the other Ministries and 
CANA misinterpreted parts of reiterated that in nowhere in 
the letter | the her letter did she state ther. 
whole letter so that you could was incompetence. There was 
make up your minds. no jast straw, she said; there 

The CANA representative was an accumulation of things 
interrupted to point out to the thet happened. You talk about 


Prime Minister that the letter it. you try 
had said, in a letter sent to times it has not been correct 
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Mr , Miss Charles had ed. I had ea long talk in June 
out that the former and Lo way I 
ster had been unable to have was 2a 
cerry out the functions of his resignation, but the system 
Minist rao cae oe te ed Be Fp he 
year “did not my in- the one in which I operate 
vitation to resign from your you resign. Obviously, there- 
- was dissatisfaction on Mr 
two-page letter, a copy Dyer’s part too. 
of which was shown to news- The Prime Minister also 
men by Mr. Dyer. c denied that it took three years 
that he (Mr. Dyer) had f to realise that fact. She said: 
to take hold the port- “things happen and they grow 
folio in your care. and it is and you take every step 
obvious that you have not been you can to change them and 
able to perform”. when it is obvious that it is not 
to change then you 
ok, Sat one teat tant: he 
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COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICA 


UNION DISPUTES REPORT ON DEATH PENALTY SOLIDARITY CABLES 
Roseau THE NEW CHRONICLE in English 30 Jul 83 p 2 


[Text] The National Workers’ Union has condemned a news item broadcast over 
DBS radio this week which said that "three cables demanding the liberation of 
six condemned men have been received by the government.” 


The item came from a release last week by the Government Information Service. 
It said that the cables were all from trade unions and other political 
interests in Guadeloupe. The release added: "They call for the immediate 
liberation of the condemned in solidarity with the National Workers’ Union.” 


The release noted that during the trial of seven men for the murder of Police 
Constable Mathias Alexander, there was evidence of a Guadeloupe connection in 
the armed attack in 1981 on police headquarters in which nine other police- 
men, including Police Chief 0.N. Phillip were injured. One of the men 
accused was acquitted. 


NWU President Rawlins Jemmott, who had been detained in connection with the 
incident, later was freed for lack of evidence against him. 


The GIS release noted that members of the Confederation Generale du Travail 
de la Guadeloupe (CGTG) were in Dominica to attend a meeting called by the 
NWU to discuss the fate of the condemned men. It added that CGTG was one of 
the six organisations demanding the immediate liberation of the six condemned 
men. 


Mr Jemmott told a news conference on Wednesday that the NWU categorically dis- 
associated itself from the section of the news item which read: "They call 
for the immediate liberation of the condemned men in solidarity with the 
National Workers Union." 


He said the only cable received by his union in solidarity was from the 
Action group of Ireland which opposed the death penalty and asked for humane 
treatment of the condemned men. 


Mr Jemmott said it was a lie that the Guadeloupeans had come here to attend 
a meeting called by the NWU to discuss the condemned men. 
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The union admitted that three members of that group were in Dominica in 
July. But the issue of the condemned men had not formed part of the 
discussions. That came up because of the police attitude to Guadeloupeans, 
he declared. 


The NWU reiterated its continued stand for justice in Dominica and said it 


will not give up. The union wanted to get the message clear, said Mr 
Jemmott. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 





9,000 ATTEND 15TH ANNUAL FREEDOM PARTY CONVENTION 


Roscau THE NEW CHRONICLE in English 30 Jul 83 p 12 


[Text] 


CSO: 


The concensus at De- 
lices last Sunday: A 
triumphant convention. 

From all over the 
Commonwealth, some, 
5,000 citizens poured 
into the south-eastern 
village for the 15th 
annual convention of 
the Dominica Freedom 
Party (DFP). 

They went to do serious 
party business. And 
they also went to cele- 
brate three years of 
government by a party 
that had restored sta- 
bility to a country 
which had been wracked © 
by a decade of politi- 
cal wrangling at 
government level. 

As one party sup- 
porter put it: "If the 
Opposition were here to 
see this display of 
confidence in the DFP 
they would give up all 
hope of winning the 
next election, Alliance 
or no Alliance.” 

The party faithful 
braved the threat of 
rainy weather and the 
difficult road condi- 
tions to hear the 
government ministers 
and, most of all, 

Prime Minister Eugenia 


3298/885 


Charles tell of the 
progress achieved over 
the last year. 

For the visitors from 
the north and the 
west, the trip was a 
revelation. They motor- 
ed over miles of paved 
roads and saw the pre- 
parations being made 
to complete the job on 
the unpaved sections. 

The convention took 
on the appearance of a 
picnic for hundreds who 
paid little attention 
to the political part 
of the proceedings, 
but set out to enjoy 
themselves to the 
fullest. 

The convention set 
an example of woman 
power as portrayed by 
Miss Charles's domi- 
nance of the delegates- 
packed hall. 


Inside the hall, the 
enthusiasm rose to 
fever-pitch during the 
feature speech de- 
livered by Dr. Kennedy 
Simmonds, the visiting 
Premier of St. Kitts- 
Nevis. 

It cooled a bit when 
the ministers gave an 
account of their 


91 











DOMINICA 


stewardship during 
five-minute addresses, 
but rose again when 
Miss Charles went to 
the microphone to 
speak to the party 
faithful. 

When she finished 
her speech, she re- 
ceived a standing 
ovation that went on 
for at least three 
minutes. 

Later, the ovation 
was repeated when she 
was presented with a 
shield as a memento 
of her leadership of 
the party by Mr. R.J. 
Delauney who capped 
presentation with a 
kiss on the Prime 


and the successes of 


Gelegates, “to have 
Miss Charles at the 
helm of affairs at 
this trying period in 
the history of the 
State. It is clear 
that progress is being 
made,” he added. 











DOMINICA 


COUNTRY SECTION 


CHARLES DISCUSSES MEDIA, LIBYAN SCHOLARSHIPS, BOMB SCARE 


Roseau THE NEW CHRONICLE in English 13 Aug 83 p 16 
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PM To Address World Bank 


PRIME MINISTER Eugenia Charles is to address the World 
Bank’ in September, around ~~ 
eaten on : the 20th. She will be beck in 
Prone revealed this at the end of her press conference last 

And before thet she will be attending the Minietere 
Finance meeting in the Commonwealth in Trinidad. ” 


Disillusioned 





With regard to the scholar she returned from 
ship issue, i.e. the offer of ties eats bok ca ae 
scholarships by Libya, sinned. 

Prime Pagenis Charles, the As far as the Cuban situs- 
last {riday that each country He fe ew ‘ ! 
hed the right to mole ny accept the 
decision as to what scholer- *cholarship offer because she 
ships it accepts. The decision had got information that out- 
they "have “ihe zonscauge themeclves | to learn 

to Marxism and Leninism and 


i 
; 


No Worry at All 


Commenting on the bomb found in the Government 
Printery, as to whether it worried her to any extent, Mise 


Charles said: 
"No, every time we sit in the House of Assembly, we get a 
phone call that there is a bomb in the House of Assembly. So 


we are getting accustomed to it. It was not the first time that 
a bomb was found in that area. It did not explode either. We 


have to live expecting this sort of thing; but you can’t live on 
the end of your nerves, you have to take it in your stride 


because of the job you are doing. 
"If I had to worry every time thore was a thing like thet, | 


will live on nerves and I am not prepared to live on nerves. | 
»ave too much to do. 

















[Editor's Note: 


These comments refer to a report carried in THE NEW 


CHRONICLE of 6 August 1983, page 1, which read in its entirety as follows: ] 


Bomb Found in . cintery 
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COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICA 


ST LUCIA INCIDENT RECALLS DOMINICANS’ VISIT TO LIBYA 
Roseau THE NEW CHRONICLE in English 6 Aug 83 p 1 


[Excerpts] When 14 St Lucians turned up at Vigie Airport in St Lucia to 
board an Air St Lucia plane to Martinique, police officers seized their 
passports. They were on the first leg of their trip to Tripoli, Libya. 


This follows reports that some $1 million Libyan momey was recently 
distributed among the so-called "progressive" parties in the Eastern 
Caribbean. 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL, SALVADOR 


COEXPORT URGES MEASURES TO COMPLEMENT REAGAN PLAN 
San Salvador EL MUNDO in Spanish 23 Aug 83 p 17 


[Text] COEXPORT has fulfilled its objectives over the 10 years of its exis- 
tence, Eng Roberto Abrego, president of the Committee of Exporters of El Salva- 
dor, has declared in a speech during presentation of the 1982 prize to the best 
exporter. 


Following was the message of Engineer Abrego: 


"COEXPORT was created for the purpose of promoting national production of non- 
traditional goods for the world market. This fulfills other private sector 
objectives, such as creation and maintenance of job opportunities and develop- 
ment, establishment and expansion of export industries. 


"The committee, through its boards of directors made up of management groups 
with a vision toward the future, has fulfilled its objectives over these 10 
years of operation, in spite of the adversities suffered by the management 
sector. 


"In this regard, convinced that we must continue the struggle, overcoming those 
adversities as we have done to date for the benefit of the country, COEXPORT 
believes that it will have a more relevant role in the country’s economic life 
this year and in the years to come, for it supports President Reagan's initia- 
tive of his Caribbean Basin economic program, since this committee, given its 
aims and objectives, represents the suitable organization to coordinate the 
efforts of said program. 


"COEXPORT believes that national complementary measures, such as the exports 
development law and investments promotion law, should be adopted to fulfill 

the aforementioned at the institutional level. Such measures should be based 
on the free enterprise principle and on their practical application, free of 
misunderstandings and ambiguities. They also should be of a scope that over- 
comes the overseeing tendency and excessive bureaucratic control and, above 
all, eliminates the possibility of unfair government competition when the 
latter assumes direct marketing of products that are handled efficiently by the 
private sector. 
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"It is Likewlse necessary to establish fiscal and financial incentives that 
permit having a structure of adequate costs so as to yo to market on a compe- 
titive basis and, for this same purpose, provide credit facilities and prefer- 
ential interest rate for pre-export and export. 


"Concerning investments specifically, we can say that one can hardly speak of 
short-term promotion of investments, given not only our deteriorated image 
abroad but also the absence of a suitable climate for the national and foretgn 
investor, to which should be added the economic and social uncertainty gener- 
ated by the new constitutional order of the republic. However, just as CO- 
MXPORT has explained at national forums, the incorporation of systems in new 
trade schemes with industrialized countries can be expected in the short term 
which, to some extent, permit utilization of idle installed capacity to proe- 
mote co-investments, or simple trade relations, in which foreigners and na- 
tionals provide labor and/or raw materials, technology and markets. 


"As we have said previously, we want to take advantage, institutionally for the 
benefit of the country, of the Cartbbean Basin Initiative. That is our future, 
and government agencies involved should agree with this effort, supporting and 
promoting the creative capacity of management. 


"An example of the Latter is the ingenuity of one of our assoctates, Phillip 
Hand, general manager of Bon Appetit. He has earned the 1982 COEXPORT Prize 
for his contribution to this country by directly or indirectly generating 
jobs, earning foreign exchange, opening new markets, developing new products, 
using national raw materials, meeting his financial obligations and, parti- 
cularly, by demonstrating his allegiance to the principle of free individual 
initiative, which keeps our deal "El Salvador" active." 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


ANEP'S 1983-84 AGENDA BACKS REAGAN PLAN 
San Salvador EL DIARIO DE HOY in Spanish 25 Aug 83 pp 5, 22 


{Text} The new National Association of Private Enterprise (ANEP) executive 
committee has announced its 1983-84 work plan. 


Most of the committee's members were reelected, with the exception of the assis- 
tant treasurer's post which went to Dr Rafael Meza Delgado, at a 23 August 
board of directors meeting. 


The committee is made up as follows: 


President, Eng Conrado Lopez Andreu; first vice-president, Miguel Angel Sala- 
verria; second vice-president, Eng Eduardo Funes Hartmann; secretary, Jose 
Infantozzi; assistant secretary, Eng Roberto Aguilar Papini; treasurer, Rufino 
Garay H.; assistant treasurer, Dr Rafael Meza Delgade; and executive director, 
Juan Vicente Maldonado. 


The work plan is: 


(1) To continue its efforts to carry out short-term actions that contribute 
to the country’s economic recovery; and to continue, even at the cost of sac- 
rifices, to maintain sources of employment open so that the population can 
overcome the current crisis; 


(2) To expand its institutional activities within and outside the country so 
as to continue the struggle in defense of the democratic, representative and 
free enterprise system based on the concepts of private property, for the pur- 
pose of restoring the productive apparatus, generating wealth in this country 
and bringing the benefits of that wealth to all inhabitants; 


(4) To fight any idea leaning toward the introduction of totalitarian govern- 
ment, putting emphasis on respect for the will of the people expressed through 
the ballot; 


(4) To strengthen institutional actions so as to ensure that laws are ob- 
served and the rule of law is fully restored in this country; 
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(5) To support every government initiative, based on the concept of a free 
economy, aimed at revitalizing the national economy and improving the lot of 
the Salvadoran worker within a scheme that is consistent with the national sit- 
uation; 


(6) To support the holding of elections for the h.gh authorities of the repub- 
lic. Elections should be called this year with full guarantees of free elec- 
tions, as in March 1982, rejecting the involvement in such elections of internal 
and external pressure groups which, on the pretext of helping, seize the oppor- 
tunity to meddle in decisions that are solely and exclusively the domain of the 
sovereign people; 


(7) To continue to give all the support for President Reagan's initiative of 
the aid program for Central American and Caribbean countries. This program 
will help countries of the region to have capital resources indispensable for 
economic recovery and attain goals of thorough improvement of our nations. 
Likewise, to work on the Reagan plan, which is equivalent to the Marshall Plan 
that was so successful in postwar Europe; 


(8) To continue its activities for unity so that all of the concerns that make 
up the productive sector remain united and work harmoniously during this final 
phase of the battle we are waging to save the country from the international 
communist aggression, and from the known schemes of others while in government 
that have caused the economic destruction of the country, thereby increasing 
the suffering of our people who must recover social harmony and, based on sus- 
tained economic development, resolve their problems. 
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COUNTRY SECTLON EL SALVADOR 


SCIS CALLS GUATEMALAN TRADE POLICY PROTECTIONIST 
San Salvador DIARIO LATINO in Spanish 26 Aug 83 p 2 


[Text] Small Business asks the Salvadoran Government to demand that the 
government of Cuatemala grant reciprocity in commercial relations and that 
a stop be put on the unequal treatment that that government gives to 
Salvadoran products with clear advantages for the industrial production 

of that country. 


Mr Salvador Canahuati, national handicraft producer of handkerchiefs, said 
in a meeting of small businessmen from the Salvadoran Merchants and Indus- 
trial Association (SCIS), that Guatemalan authorities are producing in 
vrder to block entrance of any Salvadoran product in a show of national 
spirit by supporting only what Guatemala produces, 


The same thing should be done here, he explained, so that they (the 
Cuatemalans) feel what it is like to have a cornered market; what they 
have done to the Salvadorans who can only sell their products right here 
in their own country, saturating the market. 


Mr Canahuati said the selfish and protectionist actions by the Guatemalan 
Government demonstrate that the Central American Common Market at this 
time is only "a myth." 


Other small clothing merchants recounted obstacles put in their path so as 
to discourage them from taking merchandise to Guatemala and, in xome cases, 
they are even detained by Guatemalan authorities and the merchandise they 
are carrying confiscated. 


Small manufacturers of pyrotechnical products, metal furniture, shoes and 
others algo complained. 


9908 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


COFFEE PRODUCERS PROTEST LACK OF INFORMATION FROM INCAFE 
San Salvador EL DIARIO DE HOY in Spanish 23 Aug 83 pp 5, 35 


[Text] Salvadoran coffee growers say they cannot continue with the system 
under which coffee is being marketed. 


They indicate that to continue with this system, only leads them to increase 
their debts with lending institutions in the country, 


The coffee growers show that it is necessary to take note of an important 
situation, which is: 


"When private beneficiaries realized the marketing and sale of coffee and 
they incurred some deficits in business deals, it was their problew ip 
particular and never was that loss imputed to the producer. The opposite 
happens with INCAFE which at the present time is only an intermediary.” 


They continue: "Engineer Enrique Alfaro Castillo says the coffee grower 
has all the authority to converse, question, investigute, criticize and 
make suggestions about INCAFE's activities, meanwhile, we demand that 
INCAFE inform the coffee growers sector and people in general all about 

the transactions it carries out in the sale and marketing of coffee through 
the country's major newspapers and at the same time inform about existing 
surpluses and the respective crops to which they pertain, because on the 
contrary, activities and negotiations by INCAFE are a ‘taboo’ for the 
Salvadoran coffee grower." 


They also say it is of vital importance to emphasize that a series of 
measures designed to help the producer can be taken, for which they thank 
Eng Enrique Alvaro Castillo, president of INCAFE, and Mr Alberto Benitez 
Bonilla, president of the Central Bank, for the suggestions and measures 
taken. 


But the coffee producers think that positive measures exist that can rectify 
in large part the coffee growing crisis and the Salvadoran people's crisis. 
Some of these, they say, will be made public tomorrow and part of the situa- 
tion in marketing coffee and the distressing economic situation of producers 
due to mistaken maneuvers by INCAFE, an organization whose negativeness is 
clearly manifest, will be pointed out, the coffee growers concluded. 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


BRIEFS 


TRADE ACREEMENT WITH ARGENTINA--Elimination of a series of tariff barriers 
by the Commercial Agreement between Argentina and our country was signed 
yesterday in its Foreign Ministry. The agreement was signed by Dr Fidel 
Chavez Mena, minister of foreign affairs, Federico Alberto Shonenberg, 
minister of foreign trade and the subsecretary from the same office, Dr 
Jorge Ernesto Recinos for El Salvador; and for the Argentine Republic, 

Dr Victor Jorge Bianculli. The foreign minister, after signing the agree- 
ment, thanked the Argentine Government for its collaboration and help given 
by the South American nation to our people in these critical times. On its 
behalf, the ambassador, Dr Bianculli, said the removal of some tariff 
barriers will greatly foster interchange between both republics, [Text] 
[Sal Salvador LA PRENSA GRAFICA in Spanish 27 Aug 83 p 5] 9908 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


BRIEFS 


DLP RESIGNATION--Bernard Nicholas, a member of the Dominica Labour Party 
for over 30 years, walked into the NEW CHRONICLE office on Wednesday and 
announced: "I have resigned as General Secretary and member of the Party 
as from August 9." He said the reason for his resignation was that he 
disagreed with certain methods which, he thought, were contrary to the 
Party's policies. These inconsistencies, he said, have been continuing for 
quite a long time--roughly from 1968 to the present time. He has been in 
the Party for over 30 years and he felt that if this attitude continued 
under the present leadership and the Labour Party were to gain political 
power, "this would be most detrimental to Dominica." The Labour Party has 
been consistently in power since 1960 to the time Eugenia Charles (Dominica 
Freedom Party) became Prime Minister, except for the interim government 
(1979-80). Mr Nicholas represented Rosea North under the Labour Party. 
[Text] [Roseau THE NEW CHRONICLE in English 13 Aug 83 p 2] 


UNION ACCORD--After only two days of negotiations the National Workers Union 
reached an agreement with West Indies Oil Company with effect from July 21. 

A statement from the union described the speed of the negotiations as 
"historic." The agreement makes provisions for increased vacation leave 

and transport allowance among other fringe benefits. This was one of five 
agreements NWU has completed so far this year. These agreements have been 
reached also with P.H. Williams and Co. Ltd., manufacturers of concrete block 
and aggregate mining; Springfield Guest House and Plantation, Cable and Wire- 
less (Dominica branch), responsible for telephone and telex services; Raffoul 
Bakery and Depots, sellers of breads and cakes. Meanwhie a draft proposal 
for a new contract covering 1983-84 has been submitted to Springfield. The 
Cable and Wireless negotiations were the longest, some two months and involved 
the unsuccessful intervention of a tribunal. Eventually, agreement was 
reached for 10 percent salaries and wages increase from January 1 with fringe 
benefits. The negotiations with P.H. Williams lasted a week and workers 
received an average percentage on salary and wages of 25 percent over two 
years from January 15. Other fringe benefits include increased vacation 
leave. Negotiations are pending with Macoucherie Estate, rum manufacturers 
and on behalf of seamen on the boat Douwe's. [Text] [Roseau THE NEW CHRONI- 
CLE in English 30 Jul 83 p 7] 
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EMPLOYMENT SAFETY ACT--Government is moving to implement provisions of an act 
that provides for the safety of workers in their place of work. The move to 
implement the Employment Safety Act was made recently by the Minister for 
Industrial Relations, Brian Alleyne. Mr Alleyne has designated a number of 
persons to perform the duties of safety officers. The Act empowers safety 
officers to enter, for inspection, places at any hour of the day or night. 
Such inspection has to be in connection with the health and safety of employ- 
ees. [Text] [Roseau THE NEW CHRONICLE in English 30 Jul 83 p 7] 


NETHERLANDS AID--The Dominica-based lime and passion fruit project is to 
receive US $500,000 in aid funds from the Dutch Government through the 
Caribbean Food Corporation (CFC). The allocation is part of an overall 
Netherlands Government's financial aid package of US $5 million which is 
accessible to the CFS for various regional investments. Dominica Agro- 
Industries Limited, formed last year by the Dominica Government, has 

already begun the rehabilitation of its own lime plantation, and is encourag- 
ing Dominican farmers to do the same. Last year the plant bought some 1.74 
million pounds of limes which it converted into 80,135 gallons of lime juice 
and 4,568 pounds of concentrated lime oil. Apart from Dominica Government 
the company’s shareholders include the CFC and a group of North American 
Investors. These investment funds complement the technical assistance-- 

US $400,000--already given to the CFC by the Dutch Government. The technical 
assistance came in the form of a long-term expert in food processing 

attached to the CFC and a local counterpart. There were also some short~term 
experts in the fields of broiler production, leather tanning, fisheries and 
project identification. [Excerpt] [Roseau THE NEW CHRONICLE in English 

30 Jul 83 p 12] 
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PNC BIENNIAL CONGRESS OPENS; SPEECHES REPORTED 


DPRK Delegation 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 9 Aug 83 pp 1, 4 


{Text ] 


VICE MINISTER of 
Foreign Affairs of the 
Democratic 


People’s 


yesterday morning on 
the eve of the Korean 
Vice-Minister’s 


depar- 


Republic of Korea, Cde 
Kim Hvong VU. who has 
been on a visit to this 
comey for the past 
week, is very impressed 
with what Guyana has 
achieved with Koreans 
aid. 

Conveying his im- 
pressions to Vice 
President for Party and 
State Matters Cammie 
Ramsaroop, Cde Hyon 
U said Guyana woul 
remain favourably 
considered in respect of 
future assistance. 

The two Ministers met 
at Cde Ramsaroop’s 
Public Buildings office 
for more than an ‘our 


ture. 

Cde Ramsaroop who is 
also Chairman of the 
bd te | People’s 

ational Congress said 
they discussed matters 
tebe to Party and 
tate affairs. 

They reviewed the 
“ontinuing relations 
between the PNC and the 
Workers’ Party of Korea 
re be nage hey oh 

e rulin 
in Korea wale be 
sending a high wre 
delegation to the Fifth 
Biennial Congress of the 
PNC which starts in 


 paataie next Sun- 


y. 





Other Foreign Delegations 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 13 Aug 83 p 1 


{Text J 


overseas 
the a 


THE majority of 
delegations to 
ae 
People’s ’ na 
Congress were expec 
= in the country last 


ae ant 


ps a 





Women's . 
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Revolutiona Socialist 
M ‘ ), were 
hand at Timehri 
International Airport to 
—_ . the various 
elegations. 
A number of Overseas: 
based Guyanese me | 


| a and 


resentative of 


od itical party in 


GUYALA 


Bilateral issues also 
featured during their 
conversation, Cde 
Ramsaroop told the 
Chronicle afterwards. 

Minister Hyong U 
visited two major 
projects which benefited 
from Korean assistance 
— the MARDS workshop 
2! Mahaicony, and the 
Onverwagt Irrigation 
Scheme. 

Through Cde Hyong U 
the oreans have 
already promised further 
assistance for the two 
schemes and follow-up 
discussions are to take 
plave on other 
programmes the Guyana 
Government wants to 
pursue with Korean «o 
operation. 

















aoe came in ™ 
y evening. 

were met on arrival by 

international affairs 

from the Party. 

The delegates will 


participate in the formal 


deliberations of the 
congress and will 
also be taken on 
tours to various places 


of interests and 

which their coutvies | oe 
assisted the Guyana 
Government in com- 


pleting 


And for the first time in 
the histo of the 
congress, Vietnam and 
Zimbabwe will be 
represented. Congress 
eer. 

In picture below, Mr. 
Irving Knights of 
Dominica 1s welcomed at 
Timehri by International 
Affairs Desk officials 
George Ault and Sam 
a Nad met 

. Kenjay & 

Zimbabwean student on 
attachment to the National 
Mobilisation Ministry. 


Congress Aims 


Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 14 Aug 83 pp 9, 20 


[‘iext | 


.. THE Biennial Congress is the highest decision- 


making forum of ¢ 


ruling People’s National 


Congress (PNC) under the able leadership of 


President Forbes Burnham. 


..Congress elects officers, members of the Central 
Executive and the General Council to take charge of 
running the Party until it meets again two years 
later, or before, if the situation warrants a Special 


Congress. 


..For any change of the Constitution or structure of 
the Party, Congress is the sole authority. * 


The Fifth Biennial 
Congress being held at 
the Sophia Convention 
Centre is expected to 
attract nearly 5,500 
delegates among them a 
wide cross-section of the 
Guyanese nation. The 
Congress opens today 
and ends Sunday. . 


This Congress is being 
held at a crucial time, 
when Guyana is still 
struggling to free itself 
from the crippling grip 
of a world economic 
crisis brought on by the 
economic policies of the 
develo world. 

At this time, too, the. 
Reagan administration 
of the United States is 
bent on pressuring this 
nation to revert to the 
exploitative capitalist 
mode of development. 


Delegates and ob- 
servers will have to 


identify solutions te 


— = 





problems facing Guyana, 
especially since a loas . 
for the modernisation of 
the rice industry has 
been blocked. 


There is also need te 

ensure that these 
organisations set up fer 
the benefit of the people 
function effectively and 
efficiently. Among these 
are the lending in- 
stitutions, state 
Organisations, 
distribution outiets and 
the co-operative 
movement. 
. Congress will look at 
amendments to be made 
to the Constitution of the 
PNC. Proposed amend- 
‘ments are designed to 
make the Party relate 
more to the democratic 
— which originated 
with the promulgation of 
the Pepple’s New Con- 
stitution. Some amend- 
“ments aim at 
reorganising the Party 
for more effici- -* 
operations. 








Party Leader Cde 
Kursham is scheduled to 
give his address to 
Congress tomorrow, 
seiting the tone for other 
deliberaticss during the 
eight-day meeti and 
giving guidelines for the 
development of this 
nation. 

Sources close to Cde 
Burnham say the ad- 
dress will deal with 
such issues as the recent 
cancellation of loans to 
Guyana, the state of 
the nation and the role of 


Reid will address tne 
Congress Tueday. 

One highpoint of the 
week rl sina y spe 
ng e One 
e first phase of the 
MMA project at 
Onverwagt, ednesday 
afternoon, when Cde 
Burnham will be the 

main speaker. 

A grand cultural 
presentation will be held 
at the Nationat Cultural 
Centre Friday as part of 
Congress activities. 
.-Next Sunday, the 


. For today’s opening, 
there will be a guard of 
honour, a_ cultural 
resentation by: the 

oung Developers and 
chants by the WRSM, 
women’s arm of the 
” Registrat begins 
egistration ns at 
8:00 hrs. The open 
ceremony is schedu 
for 16:00 hrs and 
President Burnham is to 
arrive-at Congress site 
at 17:10 brs. 

Party Chairman, Cde. 
Cammie Ramsaroop, is 
to give the opening 
address, while a number 


l‘vext | 








the leaders in the Congrese deliberations 
society. climax with a mammoth 
PA 03 ca Vt + at the on 
ecretary my Onument, where C , 
Burnham will be the greetings. 
chief speaker. 


Burnham on U.S. Action 


President Forbes 
Burnham has described 
the United States 
Government’s threat to 
block the 156-million 
dollar loan for the MMA 
water control project as 
an attempt to dictate to 
Guyana what its policies 
should be. 

He contended that by 
its threat, the United 
States Government was 
implying that we are not 
free to pursue our Own 
road to development and 
that wz do not have the 
right to make our own 
policy decisions. 

“This is not mere 
meddling in our internal 
affairs, but dictation. We 
must conform or else,”’ 
he said in his address 
this morning to the Fifth 
Biennial Congress of the 
governing . People’s 
National Congress 
(PNC>. 

Noting that the US 
Government had _in- 
dicated that its ob- 
jections to concessionary 
funding from the Inter- 
American Development 
Bank (IDB)- for the 
Second Phase of Stage 
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One of the MMA project 
were based on ‘‘technical 
and economic policy 
considerations,”’ . 
President Burnham 
noted that the Reagan 
Administr7 tion “as a 
matter of theology and 
ideology disagrees 
violently” with Guyana’s 
economic policies and 
would have them 
‘corrected’. 

He stressed, however, 
that ‘‘to become a client 
state is to take the easier 
course’’. 

But, contending that 
little do the Americans 
understand the PNC and 
the resilience of the 
Guyanese people, he 
added, “We shall 
complete the MMA 
Second Phase, Stage I on 
time, if we have to dig 
the canals with our 
finger nails. We did not 
win our independence to 
yield to and accept 
recolonisation”. 

Cde. Burnham 
described the recent 
developments — the US 
decision to veto the IDB 
loan and cancellation of 
the rice modernisation II 








of overseas delegates 
will 

















and Black Bush Polder 
loans — as being ‘‘part 
of a plan”. 

Referring to US 
Treasury official, James 
Conrow'’s denial of the 
US's intention to block 
the IDB loan and to 
Conrow’s statement that 
the Reagan 
Administration was 
awaitin the IDB's 
appraisal report, Cde. 
Sg Rog 
that the proposa 
would not have been 
listed for consideration 
unless an appraisal 
report had first been 
submitted and cir- 
culated. 


Further, at last week's — 


meeting of the IDB’s 
Board of Executive 
Directors, the US 
maintained its opposition 
to = a is 
report to ve per- 
sisted in its threat to 
block the loan’s ap- 
proval. 

President Burnham 
also referred to a letter 
dated July 30 from the 
USAID Representative in 
Guyana to Vice- 
President, 
Administration, 
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Desmond Hoyte, in 
which the Guyana 
Government was in- 
formed that the rice 
modernisation loan had 
been cancelled because 
of arrears of payments 
on other USAID loans. 

He dismissed this 
letter as being ‘‘specious 
and unconvincing’, since 
the USAID a all of 
Guyana’'s major 
creditors “have = 
to await a rescheduling 
which is to take place in 
the near future’. 


‘In spite of 
asseverations to the 
mney F it is olym- 
pianly difficult to escape 
or avoid the conclusion 
that the note of July 27 
(Outlining the S’s 
threat to block the IDB 
loan) and the letter of 
July 30 are part of a plan 
and originate from the 
same source’’, he said. 

The US Government, 
Cde. Burnham added, 
“would like to see 
Guyana’s rice industry 
privatised, with the big 
millers being responsible 
for milling and 
marketing locally and 


Burnham on Rice Project 


pont] ‘We shall complete the MM@ Second Phase, Stage 
One on time, if we have to dig the canals with our 
fingernails. We did not win our independence to yield 
to, and accept recolonisation,’’PNC Leader, Cde 
Ferbes Burnham emphasised to an international 
audience. yesterday. His defiant remark drew 
spontaneous applause lasting for several minutes. 


Delivering the address 
to set the tone for the 
remaining six days 
deliberations at the Fifth 
Biennial Congiess at 


Sophia, Cde 


said that independence 


demands “Wil 
hard fight."’ 


His comments on the 
Mahaica-Mahaicony- 


Abary Project 


prompted by the recent 
United States of America 
threat to block a $54 US 
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overseas to the exclusion 
of the state’’. 


The US administration, 
he added, ‘‘wants all 


he . 

He pointed out that 
political considerations 
were not to 
influence the isions of 
the IDB or any in- 
ternational multilateral 
institution. He noted that 
this rule seemed to be 
honoured in the breach. 

He called on Guyanese 
to recognise the facis of 
the world and act ac- 
ordi ; 

: te a continued 
and greater emphasis on 
agriculture, Cde. Burn- 
ham said: “Whatever 
ha , we must be 
self-sufficient in food and 
contribute - perry d a 

i self-suffici 
seen Ne 


Inter-American 


Development Bank Loan 
for work on Phase Two 
of the ‘project, and the 
cancellation m4 the US 
Government of a 
million loan for further 
development of the rice 
industry. 

Cde Burnham urged 
the more than 3 000 
delegates and observers 


$20 US 


cked auditorium 
closely at the 


national situation and 

















attempt to find solutions 
to the problems. He told 
them, ‘whatever 
happens, we must be 
self-sufficient in food and 
contribute to making our 
region self-sufficient 
also."’ He called for ever 

--greater emphasis on 
agriculture, and advised 
that efficient use be 
made of the 5 500 square 
miles of land already 
under cultivation. 

de Burnham further 

encouraged party 
members to maintain 
such a direction by 
reminding them that 
legume production “has 
more than quareonee in 
the last ee years, 
providing vegetable 
protein for baby foods 
and adults.” But he said, 
“this is only the 
beginning, for we must 
now move into a vast 
surplus position for 
storage and also for 
export in the first place 
into the Region. Animal 
protein calls for special 
attention as well as the 
Said ety a 
cultiva 8 
ge pg Pe 
palm, e, ¢ , a 
corn, but also from the 


wild nuts like the awara, 
kokerite, turu, akuruyu, 
and sawari.”’ 

He said that at the 
same time, all means at 
the nation’s disposal 
must be used to put in 
infrastructure to set into 
use the remaining 
twenty thousand square 
miles of agricultural 
lands, and all 
agricultural research 
and extension units must 
be strengthened and 


“yeners 
he Party Leader 
annoynced that “a 


system of price and 
moral incentives is being 
devised to reflect the 
importance of the far- 
m Al 


er. 
‘Credit facilities are 
nded 


yom: expa and 
Agriculture Ministry 
research and extension 
nel are tasked to 
elp the farmer to in- 
crease productivity 
wpany times over.” 
‘Cheap locally 
produced food must be a 
function of higher 
productivity, and not of 
a delieerate depression 


of the return te the’ 
producer,” the Presidem . 
declared. : 


Burnham on Union Subversion 
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Text | 


whose membership in- 

cludes 

heterogeneous 

roups — the PPP, the 
A and the VLD”’. 


THE Fifth Biennial mornin 

Congress of the People’s In two-hour ad- 
National Congress dress for which he was 
(PNC) continued warml and loudly 
yesterday with Party =— ed by the more 
Leader, President than 3 000 local and 
Forbes Burnham overseas delegates and 


exhorting his followers 
not to relax their 
vigilance and let in the 
Trojan Horse. 

“Let us all note — 
especially let the trade 
unions note, let the trade 
unionists note — that the 
Trade Union Movement 


has been selected as the: 


target for subversion,”’ 
Cde Burnham said in his 
keynote address this 





observers assembled at 
the Sophia Convention 
Centre, Cde Burnham 
spoke about, among 
other things, what he 
referred to as the 
“devious and macabre’ 
tactics and the intrigues 
of those who would wish 
to recolonise Guyanese. 
He also e about 
what he called a 
“polyglot gathering’ 
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Burnham spoke in detail 
about’ the need for 
“clear-headed planning 
and the iron will to 
survive’, about the 
‘‘machinations’’ of. the 
imperialists and their 
agents in and outside of 
uyana and about the 
harsh realities of the 
current global economic 
crisis. | 

Speaking about the 
local economic crisis, he 





pointed out that this 
crisis had _ forced 
Guyanese to apply their 
own initiative and 
imagination to the 
coblems which they 
ce, so that they ma 
break out of their 
y syndrome. 
This application of 
initiative and 
imagination has already 
resu in the local 
roduction of margar 
rom local wild nuts ( 
margarine was put on 


sale at Congress 
yesterday) and in the 
production of items such 
as chalk from local 
resources, ceramic 
tableware and bandages. 

He noted that other 
and larger projects will 
come to maturation next 
year but ~ cautioned 
Guyanese against 
deiuding themselves into 
believing that the path 


f is smooth or 
that the battle is already 
won. ' (GNA) 


Party Chairman's Address 
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Viet] 


THE People’s National 
Congress is stronger and 
more united than it was 
two years ago, Party 
Chairman, Cde. Cammie 
Ramsaroop declared to 
delegates to the Fifth 
Biennial Congress at 
Sophia on Sunday af- 
ternoon 

Explaining this 
position, he said that it is 
a ‘‘well-known 
characteristic’’ of the 
PNC. in which it 
always rises to any 
occasion and surmounts 
whatever difficulties 
faced it. He added that 
the “sense of personal 
and Party renewal has 
heen particularly 
marked and widespread 
over the last several 
months.”’ 

These statements from 
(de Kamsaroop were 
part of his opening ad- 
dress to the Congress. 
Kefore the Chairman's 
presentation, which 
lasted one hour, Leader 
of the Party, Cde Forbes 
ijuruham, had inspected 
4 guard-of-hunour then 
entered the packed 
auditorium accompanied 
by executives of 
P.N.C. 

Cde Ramsaroop 
reflected upon the 
current economic 
situation and stated that 
“many perceive our 


material standard of 
living a about to 
collapse.” 

He conceded that 
many goods such as 
certain types of food, 
machinery parts, and 
raw materials essential 
for industry were 
unobtainable or in short 
supply, in addition that 
the main sectors of the 
economy were not 
showing any marked 
improvement. 

e Chairman stated 
that these ‘‘declining 
material facilities have 
been reflected in our 
bureaucracies becomi 
slower and not as ef- 
fective as formerly.”’ 

He warned the le 
that ‘‘enemies of 
People’s National 
Congress and of 
Socialism, poseurs in our 
country both here and 
abroad, have seen in 
such conditions an 
opportunity for trying to 
stir up as much trouble 
as they could, and bring 
as much pressure as 
possible on Party and 
Government.”’ 

But the P.N.C. 
executive assured one 
and all that there was no 
reason for 4d ir as 
there are many “health 
trends’’ in the nation’s 
economic life, including 
an upward trend in the 
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prices for exports such 
as sugar, rice, and 
bauxite. 

He further stated that 


‘ if these prices were not 


rising fast enough, 
comfort can be taken in 
the fact that other 
sectors of the economy 
are making positive 
movements. 

He used examples of 
forestry and fishery. The 
Upper Demerara 
Forestry Project and the 
Interior Forestry 
Products Limited were 
quoted as industries 
coming on stream next 
year with the potential to 
double forestry 
production. The increase 
of Guyana Fisheries 
Limited’s fishing fleet 
was referred to as a 
feature that will boost 
the earning of foreign 
exchange by augmenting 
the shrimp catch. 

Agriculture was more 
vibrant than ever; 
legumes and other = 
vegetables were being 
produced in greater 
quantities to meet the 
growi demand, and 
the gold industry is on * 
the upswing. 

Guyana has deposits of 
oil, and he expressed 
confidence -that time 
the nation will have a 
viable oil industry. 








Cde Mamsaroop had 
some —- words o.. 
many par mem . 
indicatin that all is not 
well with the per- 
formance. of func. 
tionaries. He reiterated a 
call made by himself last 
ee "| 1961 for the 
removal of square pegs. 
lie §=chided Reglonai 
Chairmen who devoted 
most of their time to the 
erformance of state 
unctions at the expense 
of party responsibilities. 
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PRESIDENT Forbes 
Hurvham yesterday 
reiterated that 
agriculture in Guyana 
must continue to be the 
solid rock on which our 
economy stands 

“tt is cructal to our 
survival, and even when 
our hydro = power, 
mineral, oi, and, other 
resources are developed, 

we cannot afford to 
neglect it,” he declared. 

Speaking at the Fifth 
biennial Congress of the 
ruling People's National 
Congress, he said that 
the question is whether 
we as @ people, have the 
will to pursue 
development single 
handedly 

According to the 
(juvanese leader, the 
kitchen garden, the co- 
operative, the private 
farmer, the ad- 
ministrative region and 
the state would all be 
mvolyed in the co- 
ordinated national 
programme 

He disclosed that a 
system of price and 
moral incentives is being 
devised, to reflect the 
importance of the far- 
mer, 

Credit facilities are 
also being expanded. and 
the Agriculture « 
Ministry's research and 


“They do not see «@ 
totality and com- 


leteness with r t to 


heir responsibilities.’’ 
For them, he said, “I 


h they apply their 


minds to get a fuller 


perception of their 
duties,"’ 


He announced that the 
party had begun “a 
serious pr -clean 
and is involved in a full- 
scale drive for renewal.”’ 

He accused many 
leaders of being ‘‘too 


Burnham on Agriculture 


extension personnel are 
being tasked to help the 
farmer to increase 
productivity many times 
over, added President 
Burnham 

The Guyana head of 
state said that the 
disciplinary services as 
well as the schools and 
Other educational in- 
stitutions also have a 
pivotal role to play in the 
plan for survival. 

Emphasis, he said, will 
be placed on those 
products and crops 
which ensure a balanced 
diet for every Guyanese 
at a reasonable cost, 

And in reviewing the 
agricultural per- 
formance, Cde. Burnham 

ointed out that our 
egume production has 
more than quadrupled in 
the last three years, 
providing vegetable 
protein for baby foods 
and adults. 

“But this is only the 
beginning,’’ he declared, 
“for we must now move 
into a vast surplus 
position for storage, and 
also for export in the 
first place into the 
region.” 

Simultaneously, he 
continued, we-must seek 
by all means at our 
disposal te provide 
progressively the in- 





centrally bound’ and 
seeming “to live in @ 
cocoon of their own. 
They do not reach out to 
the people, and as such 
our people do not reach 
out to them.” 

“We must never live 
in a vacuum and believe 
that the P.N.C. is for 
only P.N.C. members 
and supporters. The 
P.N.C. is for the '?~ 
of Guyana, so it ry 
been, so it is, and so it 
shall be forever,” 


frastructure to put into 
effective use the 
remaining 20 000 are 
miles of agricultural 
land, 

As part of the strategy, 
the President said that 
cotton production will 
have to be expanded 
from the present 
acreage of one thousand 
to at least twelve 
thousand, as it is the 
source of textile, edible 
oil and stockfeed. 

The President was high 
in praise for members of 
the disciplinary services 
for the fine example they 
have been setting in the 
campaign for national 
food seli-sufficiency. 

Each educational in- 
stitution, he noted, must 
be 4 production unit, and 
agricultural science 
must cease being an 

academic and 
theoretical subject. 
(GNA) 








Praise F:om Foreign Delevates 


tLoor-etown CUYANA 


ry 
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a The urgent need for a ‘fair and just international 
economic order’’ which takes into consideration the 
needs of developing countries was yesterday 
reiterated by visiting delegates from Tanzania and 
Yugoslavia. 
anzania's Ambassador to the United States, 
Ndugu Benjamin Mkapa, and Sinan Hasan of the 
League of Communists of Yugoslavia who are at- 
tending the Fifth Biennial Congress of the ruling 
PNC, also emphasised the importance of world peace 
and respect for the sovereignty gnd territorial in- 








tegrity of all nations. 


Aduressing workers of 
the ministries of 
Economic Planning and 
Manpower and Co- 
operatives at a special 
meeting yesterday af- 
ternoon, the two 
delegates expressed the 
desire for a further 
strengthening of 
relations between 
Guyana and _§ their 
countries. 

Present at the session 
was Manpower and Co 

atives Minister 
enneth Denny, Per- 
manent Secretary in the 
Ministry of Economic 


Planning Leslie Johnses, 
and hief Labour 
Officer, Oscar Moore, 


who informed workers of 
some of the historical, 
social and economic 
facts of Tanzania and 
Yugoslavia. 


eanwhile, speaking 


‘on behalf of his party, 


‘international 


? 


Cde Hasan referred to 
the growing gap between 
the developed and 
developing countries, 
which he described as 
one of the major 
problems facing the 
¢om- 
munity. 


He expressed 
concern over recent 
developments in Central 
America. The League of 
Communists of 
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| Yugoslavia, he 
| respects the rights of the 
Central 


said, 


American 
peoples in their struggle 
for national liberation, 
free from external in- 
terference. 


Cde Hasan’s 
statements were echoed 
by the Tanzanian 


Ambassador who spoke 
on behalf of his country’s 


revolutionary party, the 
Chama Cha pinduzi 
(CCM). 


Cde Mkapa, who ex- 
pressed admiration for 
Guyana’s successes 
under the banner of 
socialism and unity, said 
the New International 
Economic Order should 
be founded on the 
principles of equity, 
which will enable small 
nations to assert 
sovereignty over their 
natural resources. 

International peace, he 
said, should be founded 
on the precepts of in- 
ternational law, and 
could be best promoted 
through respect for the 
read a oes and 
territorial integrity of all 
nations and the peaceful 
settlement of disputes. 

The Tansenian 
delegate spoke out 
against colonial racist 
oppression. He praised 
Guyana’s support for the 
peoples of Africa, Asia 
and the Middle East in 
their struggle against 
the scour ges of 


colonialism and racism. 

















Speech by Grenadian Louison 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 13 Aug 83 p 1 


{Text} 


HEAD of the Grenadian 
delegation to the Fifth 
Biennial Congress, Mr. 
George Louison, has 
vehemently reiterated 


his country’s right to 


choose its friends. 

Inan interview with the 
Chronicle, the delegate, 
who is Grenada’s 
Minister of Agriculture, 
was responding to the 
issue of that country’s 
links with Cuba and the. 
Soviet Union. 
_ While re-affirming his 
country’s non-aligned 
enna ain tes Louison 
argue t wag) 
of “a most valaer 
campaign’’ of 
destabilisation on all 
fronts by the United 
States against Grenada, 
had made it imperative 
for his country to di* 
versify reiations with 
other members of the 
international com- 
munity TPs 

He further indicated 
that most of the counter- 
revolutionary activities 


perpetrated in his 
country had external 
origins, but declared that 
at the internal level, 
“there is a lot of room 
for political discussion’’. 
The delegate clarified 
criticisms about his 
government’s failure to 
adhere to the West- 
minster model of elec- 
oral: procedure, which 
deems it necessary for 
ese to be held 
ev e years. 
“4 "He charged that 
countries which still use 
the Westminster mode] 
were hindering their 
peoples from achieving 
real development 
through- free ex- 
Ppression.And he viewed 
the democratisation 
process currently taking 
lace in Grenada as 
ing more appr driate 
for that country’s 
development. 


Testifying to the great 
Success of the monthly 
Zonal, Parish and 
worker council 


Reid Report 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 18 Aug 93 > 


[Text] 


THE People’s Nationa? Congress bas stayed on 
course and in step with Socialist construction. And in 
the face of ferocious attitudes and raw aggression, it 
has given proof of its political stability, PNC Genera! 
Secretar: Ptolemy Reid said in his, report to a 


packed Sophia Convention Centre. 


He was presv ating the General Secretary’s report 
io the more than 2 000 local and overseas delegates 
and observers atiending the curreat Fifth Biennial 


Congress of the governing PNC. 


In his well received 60- 
page report. the General 
Secretary stressed 
that the Party needs to 
put together a strong 
group of party leaders 
and who ‘in the prime of 


a 


their lives are “‘un- 
faitering | 
revolutionaries’ . 

He said that since the 
last Biennia! Congress. 
the Peoples Nationa 
Congress, “nas stayed on 





8 





meetings, Mr. Leuison 
said that such measures 
ensured the full _ par- 
ticipation of people at all 
‘levels in the decision 
Making process. 

The delegate’ saw as 
essential ¢t need for 
recognition on the 
regional level of each 
‘country’s right to pursue 
its own course, con- 
tending that ideological 
pluralism is an 
‘irreversible fact’’. 

The need for peace and 
the absolute necessity 
for the Caribbean to be 
designated a Zone of 
Peace is of paramount 
importance as without 
aes os an oy ty A 
ment ple cannot 
a 
_ In this respect Mr. 
Louison asserted his 
country’s support for a 
hemispheric peace plan 
and --peaffirmed 
Grenada’s solidarity 
with Nicaragua in its 
attempts tofind a basis. 
for dialogue and peace. 


course and in step with 
Socialist construction 
due to the unfaitering 
trust between our party 
and steadfas: peopie’”’. 

“The Peopie’s National 
Congress. despite 
ferocious attacks and 
raw aggression of every 
type on the part of the 
enemies within and 
without Guyana. has 
given proof of its 
political stability its 
correct thrust in the use 
of its economic potential. 
and has manifested 
itself as a bulwark for 
peace not conflict,” Cde 
Reid said. 








The Party's General 
Secretary stressed that 
Party comrades must be 
fully aware of the need 
lor “an unprecedented 
rise in economic and 


political work”. 

For the Party to 
maintains its 
achievement and 


progress, greater efforts 
-— “both qualitatively 
and quantitatively’ — 
must come forth, he 
stressed. 

And, appealing for 
appreciation of the 
problem at hand, Cde 
Reid added: “We must 
grow to understand the 
pains and bitterness of 
this relatively new iype 
of socioeconomic con 
struction and to assess 





our political advance 
correctly’”’. 

In a special word of 

ise for those mem- 
s who have shown 
reat faith in the Party, 
paid special tribute 
to the womenfolk who, 
he said, ‘have set aflame 
the fighting spirli of our 
Party and have fortified 
the will to survive’. 

He called his reporta 
‘frank and unreserved 
presentation’’ of the 
tasks to be performed 
and to be reselved, and 
he reminded that, for the 
PNC, socialism is about 
the production of goods 
and services by aad for 


the people. 


Turning his attention to 


members of the Young 
Socialist Movement 


‘YSM), youth arm of the 
Party, he said they should 
organise, from their 
ranks ~ strong corps to 
shoulder work of “any 
type. , 
“With knowledge, 
experience, and youthful 
enthusiasm and zea)” 
the youth of the Party 
have the opportunity to 
become the backbone of 
the Party and of the 
overnment, the General 
ecretary stressed. 
Leaders identified by 
the Party, he said, must 
seek to be well educated 
and must endeavour to 
be technically and 
professionally com- 


petent. 


Report on Congress Deliberations 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 18 Aug 83 p 4 


[Text j 


TWO of the key 
features so far of the 
current Fifth Biennial 
Congress of the govern- 
ing, People’s National 
Congress ‘(PNC) have 
been the high level of 
nia ation by mem- 

rs Of.all ranks and the 
frank exchanges on 
various issues, including 
those pertaining to the 
functioning of the Party 
machinery. 

The questions-and- 
motions sessions of the 
Congress, for example, 
have been charactensed 
by spirited comme by 
delegates - a f#ature 
which typifies each 
Party Congress, the 
highest decision-making 
forum of the PNC and a 
feature which bears the 
h. IImarks of par- 
tucipatory democracy 

At the current 
Congress, Party 
members presented 
motions dealing with 
matters such as the poor 
attendance at grvup 
meetings by Ministers of 





the Government and by 
Darliamentarians and 
other senior party fun- 
ctionaries 

They aiso dealt with 
matters such as 
“scandalous’’ and un- 
founded reports in the 
opposition Press, the 
representation of youths 
at Party Congress and 
the allegec victimisation 
of Party members at 
worksites. 

DEBATE 

One motion recom- 
mending ‘positive ac- 
tion’’ to enforce regular 
attendance by Ministers 
and other top func- 
lionaries at their Party 
group meetings was 
passed after much 
debate and clarification. 
One speaker stressed 
that in terms of at- 
tendance ‘example must 
be set from the top’’. The 
delegate was supported 
by a hubbub of assenting 
voices from the floor of 
the Sophia Convention 
Ceatre. 
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The motion was 
carned eventually on the 
understanding that the 
groups themselves have 
the power to exercise 
sanctions against 
delinquent’ members, 
however highly placed. 

Motions were also 
passed supporting the 
government in 
negotiations with the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and 
recommending increased 
wages for paid party 
workers. 

In the latter motion, 
the party's Second Vice- 
Chairman, Steve Narine, 
commented that’ 
delegates should bear in 
mind the principle ‘from 
each according to his 
ability, to each ac- 
cording to his work,’’ 
when considering any 
wage increase. 


He offered support for 
the motion, but warned 
that the proposal was 
like ‘‘a double-edged 
sword’’. Those who 
failed to earn their pay, 
he said, would have to 
go. The only motion 
defeated by actual vote 
was one presented by the 
Young Socialist 
Movement (YSM), 
seeking an amendment 
to allow greater YSM 
representation at Party 
congresses, even without 


increased membership. 





WY 


SUPPORT 

Heavy vocal support 
from the floor failed to 
have the motion passed, 
after party General 
Secretary and Prime 
Minister Ptolemy Reid 
advised that an increase 
in representation for the 
YSM would be the result 
of increased membership 
in the party’s youth arm. 

Some of the motions 
were withdrawn, among 
them a proposal that 
Congress should support 


moves for special 
legislation to protect the 
government against 


scandalous allegations in 
the opposition Press. 

Justice Minister 
Mohamed Shahabuddeen 
esponded to the motion 
with an assurance that 
existing legislation “‘is 
ns (me for all prac- 
tica rposes.”’ 

Difficulties may 
however arise in cases 
where the publication is 
of overseas origin, he 
said. On the basis of the 
Justice Minister’s 
response, the mover of 
the motion opted to with- 
draw. 

Another motion was 
withdrawn after Vice- 
President Production, 
Hamilton Green, con- 
tended that working in 
the agricultural sector 
should not be associated 
with sanctions ‘against 
repeated crimina: of- 
fenders. (GNA). 














COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


POST-STRIKE GUYMINE TALKS WITH UNIONS IN STALEMATE 

WPA Position 
Georgetown OPEN WORD in English 8 Aug 83 pp 3, 4 
[Text] WPA Release, August 8, 1983: 


The Working People's Alliance can afford to ignore the after-strike unsigned 
FACT SHEET issued on behalf of the PNC to bauxite workers. The attacks on 
the WPA about a link with Mr Burnham's sponsors, the CIA, are too absurd. 

It will not by silence, however, give any credit to the slanderers using 

the WPA in order to raise doubts about GMWU union officials because they 

may have some plot against the security of these officials. 


The FACT SHEET is headed “The Bauxite Strike--Know the Truth.” It is out- 
standing for its lack of truth. 


WPA upholds the right to freedom of association for any citizen of Guyana 
according to written constitutional guarantees. It is strongly of the view , 
that every citizen should defend the right to belong to any political party 
or religion or to none, according to the citizen's own choice. Asserting 
this right is seen by the PNC as rebellion. 


However, this should not give unsigned FACT SHEETS the right to use the WPA 
conveniently, in order to frame-up persons it chooses to harm. The state- 
ment in the SHEET that “Afrani, Fyfe, Lietch and Thompson" were given a task 
"at a meeting at Afrani'’'s home in One Mile, Wismar on Sunday 13th March, 
where Kwayana, de Souza and other WPA activists were present” is a brazen 
falsehood. 


Neither the WPA activists named, nor any other, met the persons listed on 
the FACT SHEET at the home of brother Afrani, or at any other house, on 
that day, or any other day, for the purpose suggested, or incidentally, for 
any other purpose. 


WPA activists will defend the right of citizens to visit any part of Guyana 
at any time and consequently are not seeking to deny visiting the home of 
brother Afrani from time to time. 
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In order to clarify any doubts, WPA considers it necessary to declare that 
Messrs Fyfe, Lietch and Thompson, as it happens, are not members of the 


Working People's Alliance. 


. 


Status of Talks 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 10 Aug 83 pp 1, 5 


{Text ] 


THE post-resumption 
talks between Guymine 
and the two unions 
representing bauxite 
workers have ended 
without any conclusive 
agreements being 
reached, reliable sources 
close to the talks said 
yesterday. 

The talks which got 
underway on July 20, 
ended last Friday 
(August 5) the last da 
which had been set asi 
in the terms of resump- 
‘tion agreement s 
i parties on July 15 
ast. 

The sources said that 
shortly before the talks 
ended, Guymine 
representatives indicated 
to the two unions, that 
the company had been 
pushed to the position of 
reviewing the state of 
the industry 
singlehandedly and now 
that that exercise has 
been completed, the 
unions would be in- 
formed in writin 
consistent with the spirit 
of the collective la 


agreement. 

Meanwhile, reports 
from the Manpower and 
Co-operatives Ministry 
yesterday said that since 
the talks ended, 


Guymine has been in 
touch with the Ministry 
ony the latest 

ition but the Ministry 

s not yet heard from 
the two unions, the 
Guyana Mine Workers 
Union (GMWU) and the 


Guyana Bauxite 
Supervisors Union 
(GBSU). 


In keeping with the 
terms of resumption, the 


GMWU had agreed to 
withdraw its letter dated 
May 25, 1983 in which it 
ha informed _ the 
company of its intention 
to stage weekly one-day 
strikes to protest the 
food situation at Linden 
and to back its demands 
for the importation of 
among other things, 
wheat, split peas and 
drugs. 

On the other hand, 
Guymine had a to 
restore the 


it had introduced : for 
workers in some sections 
of its Linden operations. 

In keeping with clause 
“C”’ (I) of the terms of 
resumption, the com- 
pany and the two unions 

d undertaken to ‘‘meet 
within tee period ef 17 
Ww 
days ... the economic 
circumstances in the 
industry which bed to the 
reduction of the work- 
week and to make 
recommendations for the 
immediate reduction of 
the company’s operating 
costs.” 

During the 17-day 
period the parties held 
nine meeti at the 
Mackenzie H Schooi. 
At the Sixth meeting 
mae ha the aes 
exp an impasse 
developed with the 
parties disagreeing over 
the interpretation of 
clause “C” (I) of the 
terms of resumption. 


sources a 
that the stalemate was 
arrived at when at the 
sixth meeting company 
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Chairman Dunston 
Barrow invited 
Guymine’s Kwakwani 
representative to make 
his presentation about 


Guymine’s Kwakwani 
tions 


opera , 

By that time 
presentations had 
already been made about 
od problems of the 
a s 
mines, the Bauxite Plant 
(processing) the 
mechanical rtment 
and the Bauxite Plant 


‘(maintenance) sectors of 


the Guymine’s Linden 
operations. 
Throughout the 
id, ~~ ie . t 
sa ons were pu 
by hel aaltne with a 
view to eliciting 
clarifications, 
highlighting weaknesses, 
and making recom- 
mendations for im- 


provements. 
However, the unions 
contended that 


discussing the Berbice 
operations would have 
meant the introduction of 
a new dimension con- 
trary to the terms of 
resumption. 

The company, on the 
other hand, insisted that 
any examination of the 
‘‘economic cir- 
cumstances of the in- 
dustry’’ must take into 
account the company’s 
Berbice operations. 

At that stage, the 
Manpower and _ Co- 
operatives Minister, 
Kenneth Denny, was 
invited to mediate and to 
give his interpretation of 
the clause which was 











under dispute. The 
parties met and heid two 
sessions of (dis.ussi0Ons 
under Comrade Denny's 
chairmarship and 
reportedly agreed with 
his interprstation§ that 
the clause r-:ferred to the 
economic « :rcumstances 
of the entire industry 
including Guymine's 
Berbice operations. 

At those discussions, ii 
was agreed also that: 

+The hs should 
summarise the eight 
days of discussions they 
had aiready held. 

+the parties should 


determine jointly what 
should be their next step 


— and 

+the parties should 
determine for them- 
selves the order of their 
discussions. 


However, on the 
resumption of the talks 
at Linden on August 5, 
the last day stipulated in 
the terms of _ the 
resumption agreement, 
another stalemate 
deve _ Theissue -: 
on t 
sources explained, was 


whether an extenJed: 


time frame for the 
discussions should be 
looked at before an 
examination of the 


sequence or order any 


occasion, the’ 


further discussions 
should follow. 
The unions reportedly 


insisted that any ¢x- 
tension of time should be 
examined before 


examining the sequence 
of further discussions 
while Guymine_ ad- 
vocated that the. 
sequence of further 
discussions should 


looked at first. 
The parties remained 
rigid about their 


any conclusive 
agreements being 
reached, the sources 
—. (GNA 


Guymine Proposals 


Ceorgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 14 Aug 83 p 1 


{Text ] 


IN ANOTHER bid to 
evaluaie the operations of 
the local bauxite industry 
and to promote 
with the two unions 
répresenting bauxite 
workers, Guymine has 
written the twe unions 
iaviting them to a meeting 
tomorrow. 

The meeting which is 
scheduled to at 15:00 
hours at uymine’s 
Training Conference 
Room, has been called to 
inform the unions about 
and to a with nee 
a package proposa 
intended to impact on the 
level of the company’s 
operating costs. 


The company has also 
written inister of 
Manpower and _  Co- 


uperatives Kenneth Denny 
expressing its ‘‘deep 
disappoi over he 


ppointment 07 
fact that the . . 


(post 
resumption) discussions 
(with the unions) ended 
without the company 
having made all its 
presentations’’ which, 


according to company 
Chairman Dunstan 
“would have 
facilitated the objectives 
of the discussions’’. 


The recent talks between 
Guymine and - 
tatives of the Guyana 
Mine Workers’ Union 

(GMWU) and the Guyana 
Bauxite Supervisors’ 
Union (GBSU) ended on 
August 5 without any 
conclusive agreements 
ing reached. 


Meanwhile in its letter to 
Minister Denny the 
company aise stated that 
it has reviewed the 
situation within the in- 
dustry and -y arrived at 
a packa proposals. 
which is intended to im- 
pact on the level of 
Guymine’s operating 
costs. 


The two unions: have 
indicated their 
willingness to attend 
tomorrow’ called 


* as 
by Guymine. is in- 
dication was given 


tei Hy and 


the two unions at 


the unions’ répresen- 


spoke 


‘several issues which they 
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Threat of Layoffs 





Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 18 Aug 83 p 3 
|Text ] 


GEROGETOWN, Guyana, Wednesday, (CANA) — 
Guyana’s state-owned bauxite industry to 
retrench 1700 of ls 6 000 stafers in cost-cutting 
exercise @ source C Guyana Mine Workers 

= (GMWU) said here today. ; 
ana 





The GMWU is holding a special meeting — 
with it membership to bring them up to date on 
situation which the union says now threatens 
industrial relations climate at both Linden 
Berbice operating sites. 


s 


CSO: 3298/924 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


GUYSUCO FIGURES SHOW HARVEST RESULTS FOR VARIOUS CROPS 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 13 Aug 83 pp 1, 2 


[Text] Rice, legumes and inland fish cultivations have been the major 
activities of the Other Crops Division (OCD) of the Guyana Sugar Corpora- 
tion (Guysuco) so far for 1983. 


In an interview Thursday, OCD Manager Ronald Fraser said the Corporation 
has abandoned its onion cultivation programme because of heavy losses from 
theft. Only very small plots will be cultivated on some of Guysuco's 
estates, he added. 


In addition, the OCD is to hand over its cassava projects at Charity and 
Kaituma to the respective Regional Administrations. 


Commenting on the various harvests so far for this year, the OCD manager 
said the first rice crop at Manarabisi yielded 22,906 bags of paddy at an 
average of 18 bags per acre. 


Unfavourable harvesting conditions were the primary cause of this compara- 
tively poor yield, Cde Fraser pointed out. 


Guysuco plants the hectare, the OCD to accommodate a 


Starbonnet variety of manager said. hatchery, the con- 
rice and has estimated The 3 edition of struction of which is: 
that it will reap ap- ‘Sugar News’, reported ted to begin at the 
proximately 11700 bags that for 1983, 11759 of this month. 

of very from its 1983 ~ kilograms . (26132 r News’ also 
Second ; Nes poands of urid, .7 629 that an ad- 
And, on the question of ilograms  . ((17 399) ditional 16 acres of 
legume production, Cde pound of 225 commercial and 
Fraser said small ex- rams pounds) ' 


fi ling roduction 
perimental crops of urid of .miniea, 3159 7 be at 


and minica were planted .7 020 
during the long rain)  pounds)'of sorghum and 30. far for this year, 


season. kilograms 145° of fish 
These crops, harvested mbes ) of tern yom were _barvestod .. from 





during July, yielded 475 reaped from the © acres « 
kilograms (1045 pounds) §Corperation’s plots. (GNA). 

of Urid hectare and awhile, fish 

350 =k . ee (770 facilities at 

pounds) minica per path are being expanded: 


CSO: 3298/924 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


PPP REGIONAL MEETINGS FOCUS ON DETRIMENTAL PNC POLICIES 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 14 Aug 83 p l 


|Text] People's Progressive Party General Secretary Dr. Cheddi Jagan, paid 
a successful visit to Bartica and surrounding communities up the Essequibo 
River between Friday, August 5-9. In various localities the PPP leader 

was given an enthusiastic welcome and held meetings with members, supporters 
and the public. 


Among the places where meetings were held were Central and Mile-and-a-Half 
Bartica, Skull Point, Monkey Jump, River View, Kaow Island, St. Mary, 
Wineperu and Anarika. Apart from meeting residents, Dr. Jagan took the 
opportunity to survey the living and working conditions of these interior 
residents, many of whom are Amerindians. 


In Bartica, two public meetings were held. The one in Central Bartica drew 
hundreds of residents. The huge crowd that turned out to listen to the 
General Secretary was given yet another example of PNC's hooliganism and 
contempt for freedom, when they sought to break up the meeting. There was 
a sudden blackout during the meeting. Many saw this as deliberate since 
there had been no blackouts for months in Bartica. Immediately after, 
bottles were hurled at the crowd and a lcudspeaker was stolen by a known 
PNC-ite. The crowd, however, defied the threats and stayed in the darkness 
to listen to the General Secretary. 


On Monday, August 7, a picketing demonstration headed by Dr. Jagan, pro- 
testing deals with the IMF, was staged at two points: ome by the state 
food outlet and the other by the market square. At the time of the picket 
a sign was in front of the outlet reading: No rice, no sugar, no oil, no 
salt, etc, etc. And so on! At one point the police attempted to halt the 
picketing but the demonstrators persisted. 


This extreme shortage of essential foods was found everywhere, where the 
People's Progressive Party delegation went. The acute food shortage is 
accompanied by heavy blackmarketing. A gallon of rice can fetch as much 
as $9, and a pound of sugar as much as $2. Other essential services, 
especially transportation were found lacking. The overwhelming majority 
of people expressed their disgust at the PNC regime and the strong desire 
for a change in their miserable existence. 
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At the meetings Dr. Jagan, accompanied by PPP Central Committee Member, 
Cerald Beaton, spoke of the wrong PNC policies that have wrecked the 
economy, the undemocratic methods of PNC rule and the development of the 
people's struggle against the current decline. The PPP's proposals for 
a broad based government representing the Guyanese population, based on 
the principles of anti-imperialism, democracy and socialist-orientation 
were widely accepted. 


The PPP General Secretary related the growing struggles of workers and 
called for greater unity of the working people, both politically and 
racially, and for increased militancy against the PNC. He called for 
greater action among workers to force their trade unions to assume a more 
positive stance in order to heighten the people's struggle for change. 


At the same time Dr. Jagan warned that many opposition forces are attempting 
to confuse the nation as to the solutions and direction the country must 
take to bring about changes. He pointed out that the WPA, which had first 
advocated socialism, anti-imperialism and democracy, has now gone back on 
those commitments and joined right-wing forces, such as the VLD, WPVP and 
the RWA. He pointed out that these forces are out to slander and destroy 
the PPP but they will fail. "They have no sound, positive alternative to 
the PPP positions," he declared, but want a solution that will continue 
along the road of dependent capitalism. 


The hundreds of residents that met with the General Secretary, expressed 
lope in the PPP and their commitment to continue the fight against the PNC 
for a better future. 


ln the meantime, it is understood that as in other places, pensioners in 
Bartica are having their books confiscated. Also, government employees, 
paid with cheques, are having a hard time changing same. They have to go 
from shop to shop to get them changed. For weeks, no cargo boat has taken 
foodstuffs to the area. The residents are demanding emergency action to 
ease the acute food crisis at Bartica and surrounding areas. 


Picture [not reproduced] shows Dr. Jagan, along with supporters, at the 
picket line, against the IMF, for food, jobs, land, and higher wages in 
Central Bartica. 





CSO: 3298/922 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


PPP SCORES PNC FOR ACCEPTING IMF-IMPOSED CONDITIONS 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 14 Aug 83 p 1 


[Text] Last Friday, PPP General Secretary, Dr. Cheddi Jagan, held a press 
conference at the Party's Headquarters, Freedom House, on the impending new 
IMF deal with the PNC regime. Below is the full text of a press release 
issued at the conference: 


The PNC regime is gearing to accept an IMF-imposed 60 per cent devaluation 
of the Guyana dollar. 


A previous devaluation resulted in G$2.50 = US$1 being changed to G$3.03 = 
US$L. The new devaluation will mean: G$5 = US$1. This will cause a rapid 
rise in the prices of imported consumer goods, raw materials, spare parts, 
equipment and vehicles. Every facet of life will be adversely affected, 
including even locally-produced "ground provisions," which are already 
highly priced, ranging from $1 to $2 per pound. The debt payments, which 
now consumes about 3/4 of the current revenue will be greatly increased, 
thus adding with a wage freeze, more burdens on the people. Even the PNC 
organ indicated that the new IMF package will be a "recipe to riot." 


All patriotic Guyanese must now speak out with one voice: No to the IMF. 
The PPP wishes to remind the public that when in 1978 it warned against the 
IMF, the PNC shouted its praise. But experience has shown that the PPP was 
right. Instead of recovery, the IMF “medicine” has brought misery. 


The Party reiterates that IMF conditions for loans and credits to Third 
World countries hinge on capitalistic domestic formulas, foreign dependency 
relations with the imperialist states, and attacks on the living standards 
of the working people. These conditions cannot develop a nation. On the 
contrary, they increase its debt ridden status and sow the seeds of con- 
flict, repression, and stagnation. 


Since 1978, the IMF's packages have been undertaken, but in 1983 no improve- 
ment in the economy or society is discernible. Between 1977-81, the GDP 
went down by 9 per cent and in 1982 alone it went down by 8 per cent in an 
accelerated nose dive. The IMF is therefore no solution to Guyana's teeming 
problems. 
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Even the PNC hecklers in 1982 during the TUC demonstration against the 13 
per cent increase in electricity charges, were forced to shout "1s IMF 
fault.” 


The PPP calls on organisations and individuals to voice and demonstrate 
their protest. Everything must be done to stop the government from suc- 
cumbing to the IMF and devaluing the dollar. 


There is a love/hate, co-operative/competitive relationship between the USA 
and Guyana. The PNC regime is once again engaged in a pre-Congress skirmish 
with US imperialism. 


Just before its last Congress in August 1981, the PNC attacked the United 
States, and particularly the US Ambassador in Guyana, for blocking a $60 
million IDB loan for the agricultural sector. Soon after, the loan was 
approved. 


Once again, the posturing is taking place to convince foreign Congress 
visitors of its "anti-imperialist, socialist" position. 


The United States is attacked for not renewing a USAID US$8 million loan for 
the Black Bush Polder rice scheme and a US$15 million loan for rice moderni- 
sation, and for a likely veto at an IDB US$52 million soft loan for the 2nd 
phase of Stage 1 of the Mahaica-Mahaicony-Abary drainage and irrigation 
scheme. 


US imperialism is pressuring the PNC regime not because it is socialist and 
firmly anti-imperialist but because of its vacillation in foreign policies, 
and its hesitation to dismantle further the co-operative and productive 
state corporations, and to get it to move from state, bureaucratic and 
parasitic capitalism to free enterprise, dependent capitalism. 


The United States is not destabilising the PNC regime. It is merely using 
the LMF and other financial means to pressurise the PNC to move further to 
the right, and place itself firmly in the imperialist camp. At the same 
time, it is building an alternative pro-capitalist, pro-imperialist polit- 
ical ‘third force.’ 


The PNC has to shoulder the blame for not utilising the 2 USAID loans which 
had been approved several years ago. The regime is delinquent not only in 
deciding on the scope of these schemes, but also in accomplishment of other 
projects. This largely stems from administrative inefficiency due to racial 
and political discrimination, and the PNC's intention to maintain existing 
structures which cacilitate a special type of capitalism, an emerging PNC 
bourgeoisie and corrupt deals. 


The present regime of state, bureaucratic and parasitic capi- [as published] 
{lls of the Guyanese society. Nor can a retreat to dependent, free enter- 
prise capitalism. What is needed is a political solution: a National 
Patriotic Front Government based on democracy, anti-imperialism and 
socialist orientation. 
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In its Central Committee Report to the 2lst Congress, the PPP set out 
measures to cope with the grave economic and social crisis. Now that the 
new IMF package will add crushing burdens on the people, with these meas- 
ures and an action programme, a united struggle must be mounted for wages, 
food, jobs and land. The PNC regime must be clearly told: provide them 


or get out. 


CSO: 3298/922 
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RALLY WITH HEMISPHERE GUESTS CONDEMNS 'U.S. IMPERIALISM’ 


Georyetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 18 Aug 83 pp 4-5 


[iext | 


THE presen ge of 
United Sento 
perialism b Me 
America 
Caribbean, ‘ous. 
feateres of ray 
economic ana other 
forms of a fon, 


governments an 
— in ¢ 
region ) 


The representatives 
are now in Guyana at 
tending the Fifth 
Biennial Congress of the 
Ruling People’s National 
Congress. 


Du 
rally eld» at “Biabope 


of iments aad 


ron Cube, ‘ibe ttl salvador, 


Grenada, Guyana, 
ra Burina 

deneuea lism 
in this hem misphere, 


aimed at mast ie tbe 


le thr 
Kaeding oe 
m. 
‘Among the speakers, 
were . Emilie 
a of bal Fv ‘na 
f,om Balv ador, 


Rogelio Oliva Rambres' 
from Cuba, Geor 
Leuison from 

Halim Majeed {rom 


Guyana, ivan 

Gra of * 

and Marce Antente from 
icaragua. The 


delegates ex 
their solidarity an te : 





tte 9 of the region in 
r guest for freedom 


{-determination. 
onviey also said - = 
7 a Ll organised 
Commitiee for 
fsrity and Peace, is 
of great importance at 
the present time when 
the United States is 
et manny M its military 
presence in the region. 


According to Cde 
Ramirez, more than 30 
000 Salvadorans were 
massacred since 1932, as 
‘a result of the United 
States militaristic policy 
in oe ion. 

biovanr “woo oo 


te peace jens ry Pies 


fighting a determined 
battle 6 inst the brutal 

stem in order to free 
themselves from US 
domination. 


Abd in his  presen- 
tation, Grenadian-born 
soeree Louison declared 

imperialism has 


5 ln even more 
aggressive within recent 
int om has “the 
0 reverse 
of the people of 
tin America and the 
bean. 

He referred to 
Grenada, which he said, 
bas « been facing a 
number of 
destabilisation cam- 
palgne since the triumph 


the New Jewel 
Rectaeun and ithe 


revert of the Grenadian 
. a Qn 


GUYANA 


ee 
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Despite these efforts, 
the people of the area 
have been successful in 
their attempts to fight 
back, he added. 


The Nicaraguan 
delegate similarly 
reminded the audience of 
the struggle which the 
Nicaraguan people en- 
dured during the Someza 
dictatorship, and present 
attempts by the United 
States to subvert the 


Sandinista Government. 


The official expressed 
confidence that 
United States would fail, 
as it did in Vietnam, 
when it attempted to 
reverse the 
revolutionary process. 


And Guyanese Halim | 


Majeed 


in his presen- 
tation, 


the area is potentially 
dangerous. 


He noted that the 
stance of the Reagan 


said that the | 
United States policy in ' 


the | 


{ 
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Administration is 
reminiscent of the 
doctrine of manifest . 
destiny propounded by 
John Quincy Adams, the 
Monroe Doctrine of 1823 
and the Truman Doc- 
trine with regard to the 
curtailment of com- 
manism. 


The Surinamese | 
ee ieee — 
ined in expressing his 
country’s solidarity with 
other peoples of the 
region who are’ 
struggling against 
foreign domination. : 


He said history has | 
proven that the minds of ; 
the people are un- 
conquerable. 

The speakers called 
for the Caribbean and 
Latin America to be 
declared a Zone of 
Peace, and said that 
they support the Con- 
tadora Group for its 
peace initiatives. 

(GNA) 





—_—— 




















COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


OPPOSITION BLASTS PNC PRECONGRESS MANEUVERS 

MIRROR Charges 
Ceorgetown MIRROR in English 14 Aug 83 p 2 
|Editorial: "PNC Pre-Congress Antics"] 
[Text } 


THE Ci yanese people have been subjected, over the last two 


we were told that the US vetoed a $20 million 
Congress rt was signed, 

THE scez.erio began in late July and is reaching its creseendo this 
week, just as the Congress opens, We read such lurid headlines 
as “US Steps up Economic Aggresmon Against Guyana”; “US 
Cancels Another Loar”; “US Openly Opposes IDB Loan for 
MMA’; “More US Economie Aggression”; “US Cancels Another 
$23.4 million Loan to Guyana;” “Top Ecomemic Planager Refused 


publicly attacked the IMY for proposing harsh conditions for 
boans to Guyana. The public was given the impression that 


various problems i. is having with US leans. It seems pretty 
eertain that despite all the breast beating, the PNC regime 
will end up devaluing the currency. It is predicted that the 


pow, to US$1 to G$. That, without doubt, would throw the 
working people into deeper poverty and the economy into 
greater disorder. 
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WE understand that an examination of the various US loans with 
which the Guyena governmest abaims it is having problems, re- 
veal e picture of neglect, inability te plan, procrastmation and 
waste by the Guyens Government, For example, ia connection 
with the Black Bush Poder loan ef US$75 million the 
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the symptoms of the pre-Congresg fever. 

ET is of interest, too, to examine its claim that the US refused a 
visa to one of its senior state planners, in the face of hupdreds 
heaving for the USA weekly, obviously armed with visas, In 
this case, the officer applied for a visa late July 29th fa Frday) 
‘end was told to return for it qn the fellowing Tuesday. 
Chronicle of the 30th July reported that he was refused an en- 
try visa. However, no doubt due to the publicity, the official 
was granted an emergency visa ep the same day (July 20), 
but then the trip was cancelled! Se we see threugh the fire 
end emoke that there wasn’t mug of an imfustice. Think of 
al] the Guyanese who don’t get their visas for weeks, or 
months! 

GRE post-PNC Congress period will show moore clearly whith 
direction the PMC will move in regpect af US loans and the 
IMF Agreement. If the PNC was a ve government, 


i 
¢ 
E 


and not enter into any agreement detrimental te the welfare 
ef the Guyanese people, We say ‘No’ to the IMF? 





Call for PNC Resignation 
Georgetown CATHOLIC STANDARD in English 14 Aug 83 p 2 
{Editorial by Ron Pieters, S.J.: "Message to Congress"] 


[Text] What can we say to the self-appointed paramount PNC as it gathers 
for its Fifth Biennial Congress? 


[t would be nice if we could say: Full speed ahead! We wish you well! 
to greater things! But if we did this we would be guilty of insincerity 
and hypocrisy. 
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The best we «17 do is to advise the leaders of the party that, as they go 
apart to the relat Jet of Sophia, they make an honest and dispassionate 
appraisal of their ....« record over their almost twenty years in office. 


Such an appraisal can lead to only one decision--the one taken by most 
right-thinking Guyanese a long time ago--for the PNC to admit its failure 
and, summoning what decency and statesmanship it has left, resign as a 
government, paving the way for the formation of a national government of 
reconstruction, to be followed by free and fair elections. 


This is our advice to congress. 


Sloganeering has been a key feature of PNC congresses. Recent slogans have 
been: ‘Towards the Socialist Revolution’, ‘Economic Liberation Through 
Socialism’, ‘Towards the People's Victory’, ‘Organise for Production and 
Defence’ and for this congress, ‘Will to Survive.’ 


jut these slogans have been little more than lip service to the noble ideals 
they expressed. 


The Socialism promised by the PNC has remained in the realm of fantasy. The 
dwindling of the stagnant economy has forced the government into the hands 
of the IMF. 


Any people's victory will be against the PNC, and, if the masses do survive, 
it will be despite the harsh policies of this repressive regime and its few 
supporters. 


As this Fifth Biennial Congress opens, the people's circumstances and their 
future have never seemed more bleak and foreboding. 


Retrenchment has left many jobless. Old age pensioners are being denied 
their already inadequate assistance. 


A proper education is becoming more and more difficult to acquire. Even 
Guyana scholars are frustrated in their efforts to pursue their studies 
because of a lack of foreign exchange, while outsized government delega- 
tions use it up on their endless jaunts abroad. 


Essential foods and medical supplies are desperately short. Children are 
the hardest hit. 


Press and politic.:1 freedom are being strangled. Air, land and sea trans- 
portation are grossly inadequate. All is at sixes and sevens. The PNC 
Government has lost its raison d'’etre. 


The most we have had from previous congresses are promises. This one will 
be no different, for the PNC's bankruptcy is all-pervading. 


The IMF, the USA, the weather, the laziness of the people, Venezuela, 
international crises and others have been blamed in their turn for Guyana's 
miseries. 











The truth, however, is patently clear to all but those who are too blind to 
see. The responsibilities for our miseries must be placed at the door of 
those gathered at Sophia, who, either by their silence or their consent 
have permitted the country to decay over the years. 


Never before in our nation's short history, with the possible exception 
of Jonestown, have so many miseries been inflicted on so many people by 
so few--the PNC. 


PNC's ‘Phony’ Attacks on U.S. 
Georgetown CATHOLIC STANDARD in English 14 Aug 83 pp 1, 2 


[Text] The ruling Party has recently made a great show of attacking the 
United States just before the holding of its 5th Biennial Congress this 
weekend. 


Correspondents have pointed out that similar attacks were made before the 
previous Biennial Congress in 1981. At that time the Party claimed that a 
$20m IDB loan had been blocked by the US and had termed the reasons put 
forward for doing so ‘poppy cock’ and ‘hogwash’. 


After the Congress the loan was granted. 


The recent attacks followed a local announcement that the US intended to 
block Guyana's application for an IDB loan of $156m for the second phase 
of the first part of the MMA project. 


A Washington spokesman was later reported to have denied this. 


More attacks came after USAID had announced the cancellation ‘for technical 
and economic consideration’ of two loans of $7.5m and $15m respectively for 
the Black Bush drainage and irrigation project and the Rice Modernisation 
project. 


The reasons for the cancellation have been dismissed by officials as 
"arrant and spurious nonsense”. 


The US was also attacked for allegedly refusing a visa to a State Planning 
Secretariat official to travel to the US. This action was labelled "stupid 
and contemptible" and, together with the alleged threat to block a loan and 
the cancelling of two others, was deemed to be evidence of ‘economic aggres- 
sion’ being perpetrated against the present regime to get it to change 
course. 


The cancelled USAID loans had however already been held up months before. 
Work on the Black Bush project had come to a halt in the latter part of 
1982, as funds had been running out. 


The cost of the project, calculated in 1978 to be $43m, had been grossly 
underestimated. 
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Added to this, the costs had greatly escalated because of inflation. 


The project, moreover, was a joint one with other agencies. USAID was to 
have put in $8.9m, $7.5m as a loan and $1.4m as a grant. 


[FAD and World Bank were to have lent $10m each and Guyana was to have 
contributed $5.5m. 


By the latter half of 1982, it had become clear that $43m could complete 
only a part of the project. IFAD cancelled its $10m commitment and this 
affected the other lenders. 


The Rice Modernisation project was similarly affected by inadequate costing 
and inflation and the project had to be drastically cut down. 


Both projects were in the course of being reformulated when they were can- 
celled. 


USAID claimed that Guyana owed $4m on repayment of loans it had received 
and interest, and Guyana had been allowed to be in default of these pay- 
ments since March 1981. 


USAID also claimed that money was now needed for Peru which liad recently 
suffered a national disaster. 


The US had long been dissatisfied with the inefficient manner in which the 
rice industry was being managed and had said so. 


it was not satisfied that the changes the administration had undertaken to 
make in the rice industry as set out in its Action Programme submitted to 
the World Bank in May 1982, were being implemented and was reluctant to 
put more money into the industry. 


By attacking the US, the ruling party, no doubt, will pave the way for the 
party's acceptance of the IMF terms, which will certainly place even 
greater hardships on the Guyanese people. 


After it has accepted the terms, the loans will, no doubt, once again 
flow in. 


Attack on Antiworker Measures 
Georgetown OPEN WORD in English 15 Aug 83 pp 1, 3 


[Text] Yesterday the illegal PNC rulers launched their fifth Biennial Con- 
gress at Sophia with what sounded like a blaze of glitter. All Guyanese 
know how the famous Congress delegations, Congress crowd and rallies are 
put together, to say nothing of the forced donations seized from the work- 
ing people. 
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OPEN WORD notes also that the so-cailed disciplined forces were again part 
of the PNC Congress. They were on hand with a guard of honour to greet 
Mr Burnham in his capacity of Leader of the PNC. 


Boasting of the PNC's 1980 election seizure, which he called a victory, 
Party Chairman Mr Cammie Ramsaroop invited the opposition parties to use 
the facilities and openness available to them in the local government 
system. Local government, he said, is almost self-governing. This invita- 
tion comes at a time when the WPA has just been denied permission to hold 
public meetings, six prohibitions in just one month, and when the Minister 
of Home Affairs has refused to use his powers under the Public Order Act 

to give directions to the Commissioner of Police. 


Some 70 persons are presently before the courts facing charges of unlawful 
procession and picketing (now being called "disorderly behaviour") which 
they undertook to express opposition to the ban on wheat flour. Some were 
arrested on workers’ marches in the sugar belt on the West Coast and 
others in East Coast community marches protesting hunger. Ome of the 
pickets against the food situation was organised by the PPP and the 

others by the WPA. Yet in the face of these arrests the Commissioner of 
Police has refused applications by the WPA to hold public processions 
under the Public Order Act in Georgetown and on the East Coast Demerara. 


Mr Kamsaroop talked about proletarian internationalism, but the PNC 
refuses to permit the workers of Guyana to organise. 


Mr Ramsaroop talked about socialist transformation, but did not say that 
in May 1982 his party drew up an Action Programme undertaking to con- 
tract out to multinationals almost every problem in the public sector. 


Mr Ramsaroop pledged that the PNC would correct itself and called on party 
officials to be considerate, but the expected applause was not heard on the 
live broadcast. His moral appeals were not taken seriously at all, 
because, despite their grandstanding year after year, all know where the 
PNC stands on moral questions. As he himself said, "Talk is cheap”. 


OPEN WORD welcomes to our country, delegations from places where struggle 
against dictatorship is going on, such as the FMLN from El Salvador. We 
welcome the delegations from countries like Grenada, Suriname and Nicaragua 
which are frontally threatened by the USA administration, not by horse play 
over loans. 


OPEN WORD hopes that these delegations will be allowed to meet other 
organisations interested in their struggles and permitted to address the 
Guyanese people on the reality of the assaults of Reaganism on their safety 
and well being. 


It is our wish also that the government of Guyana will, unlike last March/ 
April actively denounce aggression and threatened aggression against coun- 
tries in the region when they are in need of solidarity and not play for 
time to see how the wind is blowing. 


CSO: 3298/922 
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GUYANA 


FOREIGN ENVOYS PRESENT CREDENTIALS, COMMENT ON RELATIONS 


Ambassador From Guinea 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 12 Aug 83 p 4 


[Text ] 


AMBASSADOR of the People’s Revolutionary 
Republic of Guinea His Excellency Mamadouba 
Bangoura, said yesterday morning that he would 
7 no effort to act in the interest of the con- 
solidation and strengthening of the ties that -exist’’ 
a the peoples and governments of Guyana and 

uinea. 
The Ambassador was at the time presenting his 
Letters of Credence to Vice-President Steve Naraine 
at State House. 


He also spoke of his country’s commitment — one 


Vietnamese 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 12 


AMBASSADOR of the 
Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam, His Excellency 
Hoang Luong yesterday 
observed that the dif- 
ficulties which beset the 
task of national recon- 
struction in Guyana are 
shared by many countries 
of the “Third World” after 
= their political 

ependence.”’ 


The Ambassador was 
resenting his Letters of 
Rredence to Vice 
President Steve Naraine 
at State House yesterday 
morning. 
He said that despite 
the great distance which 
separated the two 
' countries and the dif- 
Pome -- pone 
nguage and culture. 
the peoples “have been 


[Text] 


l 








4 


shared with the government and people of Guyana 
— towards ensuring national ind ence ‘‘within 
the framework of ge harmonious development 
conforming to the basic principles of international 
c0-operation and to the Charter of Non-Alignment”’. 

In his reply to the Ambassador, Vice-President 
Steve Naraine acknowledged the two countries’ in- 
terest in’ “promoting international peace and co- 
operation” and commended the efforts of the people 
and President of Guinea to preserve national in- 
dependence within this context. 


Envoy 


Aug 83 p 5 


united by links of 
solidarity and mutual 
support in the common 
struggle for peace, in- 
dependence, national 
sovereignty and social 
progress.” 

In his reply to the 
Ambassador, Vice- 
President Naraine ex- 
pressed this country’s 
solidarity with the ef- 
forts for national 
reconstruction being 
pursued Viet- 
namese people. 


He also reaffirmed 
Guyana’s commitment to 


work for the 
strengthenin of 
relations an con- 


solidation of efforts ‘‘to 
create a just global 
society.”’ 














Argentine Ambassador 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 13 Aug 83 p 8 


[Text] 


IN presen his Letters ot Credence as 
Ambassador E j and Plenipotentiary 6f 
the Republic of Argentina, Hs Excelleacy, Guillerme 
Temistecies Centi expressed great satizfaction at 
ee to serve in this capacity in Guyana. 

A ng Vice-President Steve Naraine at the 
official ceremony yesterday m ‘at State House, 
the Argentine Ambassador deemed Guyana “... a 
wy BY has unequivocally demonstraied, on 
more than one occasion, its capability to defend its 
identity as a Nation, with tenacious and proud 
pa m’”’. 

He pledged to ‘‘use all available resources to bring 
his Mission to a happy conclusion’. 

In his reply to Ambassador, Vice-President 
Naraine noted that physical separation and historical 
and cultural differences have not been impediments 


to collaboration and ation. . 

“Be assured the Am of the continued 

o and co-operation of the Government and 
of Guyana.’ : 


Ambassador From Nicaragua 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 18 Aug 83 p 4 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


3298/925 


NICARAGUA’S first ambassador to Guyana, 
JAVIER CHAMORRO, will teday present his 
credentials to Vicé-President, Sociai ture, 
Steve Naraine, at a simple ceremony at State House. 


The Nicaraguan envoy, who is also his country’s 
permanent representative to the United Nations, will 


_ pe based in New York. 


Guyana and Nicaragua established diplomatic 
relations in November 1961. Guyana’s ambassader to 
that country is Cde. Neel Sinclair. 


Cde. Sinclair, who is also Guyana’s “ represen- 
-tative to the United Nations presented his credentials 
im July to Dr. Rafael Cerdova Rivera, member of 
the Junta of the Nicaraguan government. 


Ambassador Chamorro has served as his country’s 
ambassador to Costa Rica and the Dominican 
Republic. He was also the representative of the 
Sandinista Front for National Liberation in the 
Dominican Republic, Jamaica and Puerto Rico 
during 1078-79. -- (GNA). 
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GUYANA 


FOOD ISSUES, U.S. ACTION ON LOAN REMAIN IN SPOTLICHT 


PNC Exploitation of Food Crisis 


Georgetown CATHOLIC STANDARD in English 7 Aug 83 p 2 


{Text } 


THE FOOD CRISIS in Guyana, which 
has grown steadily worse over the 
last year, has now reached a cruc- 
ial stage. 

So great is the need for basic 
items, such as flour, split peas, 
cooking oil and cheese, that these 
items continue to come into the 
country to be sold at exorbitant 
prices on the parallel market in 
spite of harsh penalties inflict- 
ed on some of the hucksters. 

For six weéks bauxite workers 
struck to get their demands for 
more food and a fairer distribu- 
tion of scarce items acknowledged 
by the authorities. 

Even now, at the conference 
table they are striving to make 
the point that workers cannot pro- 
duce without food. The importa- 
tion of basic food, they say, is 
@ question of top priority. 

Sugar workers have joined their 
voices in demanding a better sup- 
ply and distribution of food. 

The campaign for Food and Jobs, 
launched by the CCWU, the VLD, 

WAT and the WPA has collected 
45,000 signatures, demanding, 
among other things, the immediate 
importation o. milk, flour and 
Split peas. 

The Ruling Party doggedly re- 
fuses to acknowledge the gravity 

of the situation. To do so would 
be to admit failure, and any gov- 
ernment that does not succeed in 
providing its people with adequate 
quantities of nourishing food has 


136 


therehy lost its primary reason 
for remaining in office. 

The PNC, therefore,denies that 
people are starving and tells 
them to be content with what they 
produce. 

It is now making frantic efforts 
to shift the blame for its failure 
on to the United States, waving 
a puny fist at that country for 
its so-called ‘economic aggression. 

At the same time, the Party 
seeks to tighten its control of 
food distribution in a system de- 
scribed by an official of the Guy- 
ana Consumers Association as per- 
haps the most discriminatory in 
the world. 

Last year, the Government let 
it be known that it would not 
permit flour to be imported by the 
Guyana Council of Churches, even 
as gifts, to be distributed by 
the Churches. . 

This year, it has expressed . 
willingness to permit the import- 
ation of a large quantity of milk 
and cheese, offered by the Carib- 
bean Churches. The gift was 
meant for pregnant and nursing 
mothers, children and elderly 
people. 

The Government, however, placed 
a condition that the distribution 
be under its control. 

The reason for this condition, 
which goes against the donors’ 
wishes, is clear. Food can be a 
weapon. This is what a top of- 
ficial was reported in last week's 
Sunday Chronicle to have said. 





This Was sO, he said, because it 
could be used to control and man- 
ipulate nations. 

The official was referring to 
the United States, which, he said, 
“uses food as a weapon to be wield- 
ed ruthlessly in achieving foreign 
policy objectives.” 

The argument certainly applies 
to the ruling party in Guyana. So 
concerned is it with keeping the’ 
people in a state of dependency, 
that it is prepared to block their 
efforts to obtain emergency sup- 
plies from abroad. 


Tne time has come for action. 
Religious and other concerned peo- 
ple cannot stand by and see the 
nation held to ransom, and do 
nothing. 

Their representatives who were 
due to meet in the National Crisis 
Council on Pri. Aug. 5, should re- 
double their efforts to agree on 
a Government of National Unity and 
Reconstruction. 

The ruling Party should in all 
honesty admit that it has failed 
and step aside to pave the way for 
such a government. 


Lagging Barter Production 


[Excerpt ] 


to lag. 





Georgetown CATHOLIC STANDARD in English 7 Aug 83 p 2 


WITH FOREIGN credit dried up, 
Guyana has turned to barter in 
order to get the goods it needs, 
but production of the main pro- 
ducts used for barter continues 


The government rice mills are 
no longer able to produce the 
quality of rice needed for the ex- 
port market, because of the short- 
age of spare parts for the mach- 
inery. About US$2.5 million is 
needed in parts. 

As a result, Guyana is not meet- 
ing its commitments to Trinidad 
and Tobago and Barbados for bulk 
lrice and packaged rice. 

The quality of rice being deliv- 
ered to the markets is very poor 
and the blame is wrongly being 
put on the private millers. 
ic_The Rice Board is losing about _ 


$1.5 million a month. ~— 

The scrapping of the Rice Board 
would put an end to the corruption 
and graft, still widespread in 
the industry. The producers will 
still need fertilisers, tractors 


and other inputs. 


The government 


‘mills will still need spare parts. 
Bauxite production has also suf 


fered. 


According to a World Bank team 
‘that visited Guyana early last 
year, the industry has been oper- 
ating well below capacity. 











Assurances to Rice Farmers 
Ceorgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 7 Aug 83 pp 1, 2 


[Text] 








THE Guyana 
Government has taken 


coniingency measuret to 


minimise any adverse 
effect the cancellation of 
$47.5 million in loans to 
the rice industry from 
the United States 
Government, will have 
on local rice production. 

These measures _in- 
clude sealing of leaking 
silos, rebuilding of the 
export centre, Pag 
of drying floors a 
bonds, putting greater 
emphasis on rice 
research, and setting-up 
ol Regional Rice Boards 
to ensure more effective 
and efficient use of 
resources, 

This assurance to 
farmers came yesterday 
morning in the light of 
the recent cancellation 
and threatened veto by 
the US, of loans aimed at 
greatly assisting this 
nation’s agricultural 
development, par- 
ticularly rice. 

Vice-President 
Production, Cde 
Hamilton Green, was at 
the time holding a press 
conference at the 
Guyana Film Centre. He 
commented on ‘‘the 
rapid growth of the 
smuggling of rice 
produced in Guyana”, 
the United States of 


America threat to vetoa 


$156 million loanfor the © 


Mahaicony Mahaica 
Abary drainage and 
irrigation project, and 
the cancellation of loans 
by the same Government 
to the rice industry. 
The BA gs . 

President stated it has 
been established beyond 


doubt that rice was being 


illegally exported to 
CARICOM countries and 
across the borders. He 
noted that this practice 
has a disadvantage to 
the local rice industry, 
which nets an average 
990 million in foreign 
exchange annually, since 
it is directly related to 
the uneven supply of 
paddy for the mills, and 
the likewise uneven 
supply of rice for the 
local market. 

He said that recently 
$1.7 million worth of rice 
was smuggled out of the 
country, and mentioned 
that move sm ers, 
whom he referred to as 
‘businessmen 
prostituting Guyana’s 
situation’ and who 
pretended to be agents of 
the Guyana Government, 
were illegally mixing the 





| 


rice thereby reducing the 
quality and damaging 
is country’s image. 

He explained that 
taking legal action was 
difficult because many 
times when _ these 
smuggling vessels are 
om oe they were beyond 
the borders. However, he 
said that legal 
tends og are now 

ing taken against the 
m.v. ‘Gemali’ which was 
caught with 400 bags of 
rice bound for Trinidad 
and Tobago. 

Cde Green said that 
$15 million of the can- 
celled $67.5 million for 
the rice industry, which 
was to come in two 
loans, had already been 
spent on U.S. con- 
sultancy, equipment, and 
services. One loan was 
for the Black Bush 
Polder Small Farm 
Development Project, 
aimed at increasing rice 
yields and production, 
and the other was for 
Phase Two of the Rice 
Modernisation Project. 

He explained that this 
money was to be 
channelied through 


‘USAID which had 





already financed Phase One of the Rice Modernisation Project, and mentioned 
problems experienced during Phase One because of incompetent consultants sup- 
plied by the US. One of these problems is the leaking silos. 


The Vice-President said that the “analysis by the I.D.B., and Guyanese 
technicians has shown that the Abary Drainage and Irrigation Project is de- 
cidedly feasible in economic terms and unless this project is completed, not 
only will the overall project be truncated, but the farmers will be unable to 
derive the full benefit from the works already done in the area." 


He however assured that the Government of Guyana is taking all steps neces- 
sary to ensure that this project will be funded by the bank. 


Farmers need to bear in mind that this aggression is, in effect, directed 
against their desire and right to produce and develop their industry here in 
Guyana. They must speak out against this naked aggression,” the Vice-President 
stated. 





Green on Food Security 


Ceorgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 11 Aug 83 p 1 


xcert THE Guyana Government and the management of 

[Excerpts | the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) will 
soon hold discussions on the second phase of the 
Food Crop Programme in an effort to continue their 
assistance to farmers in Guyana. 
.. This assurance wan given to the farmers Tuesday 
by Government and IDB officials in the wake of the 
United States wry roe of 4 ye 
million loan to Goyana'’s rice ustry 2 * 
threatened veto of a en $156. (G) million to the MMA 
Water Control Scheme, which aimed at developing 
the country's agricalturad sector. 


Speaking at the official 
— the Marketin 
entres at Charity a 
Supenaam, Vice- 
President, Vroduction, 
Hamilton Green said the 
Guyana Government bad 
identified food security 
as its means of in- 
dependence and wilt 
make every effort to 
ensure that farmers are 
given the hest facilities 
to produce crops of the: 
highest quality for local 
consumption and the 

export market. 


Cde Green disclosed 
that operations of the 


Guyana Marketin 
Corporation (GMC) wif 
be phased-out shor tiy 
and exhorted | 
Essequibians to adopt a 
change of values. to | 


assist in the country's 
development. 
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Burnham Plans for MMA Project 


President Forbes 
Burnham will be 
meeting with his political 
colleagues and 
professional advisers 
immediately after the 
current PNC Congress to 
“devise ways and means 
of our completing the 
second phase of the first 
stage of the MMA 
Project on our own.” 

Revealing this 
yesterday afternoon, 
Cde. Burnham said that 
performing in_ this 
manner is what is meant 
by survival and in- 
dependence, not 
‘‘hegging on bended 
knees."’ 

The President was 
then delivering the 
feature address at the 
commissioning 
a a the Stage 
One of the first phase of 
Mahaica, Mahaicony / - 
Abary drainage and 
irrigation project at 
Onverwagt. 

Addressing a gathering 
of residents, engin 
foreign diplomats, an 
delegates to the Fifth 
Biennial Congress of the 
People’s National 
og Hos he epitomised 
the feelings of the nation, 
‘‘We today feel as if we 
are livi in a dream 
that all the others have 
dreamt of”’. 

He congratulated all 
persons involved in the 
project, and said that 
these congratulations did 
not come as a matter of 
formality. He said that 
the workers did a very 
good job of which he was 
proud, and expressed his 
pleasure that Guyanese 
can do hard work then 
look back at it with 
pride. 

The nation’s leader 
asked the gathering 6 





feortetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 16 Aug 6&3 pp 1, 2 


what end was the project 
done? He said that for 
people to merely 
congratulate themselves 
on size of the project 
was missi the point 
and warn that this 
roject was but the 
beginning 

de. Burnham said 
that distribution of land 
in the scheme will be 
done as spelled out in the 
national constitution. 
Here reference was 
made to the clause in the 
constitution saying that 
land will go to the tiller. 
Phase Two works on 
the MMA scheme it- 
volved controlling the 
waters of the Mahaicony 
River and is estimated to 
cost $52.69 US million, 
with the Inter-American 
Development Bank 
providing #46 US million 
of that amount and 
— farnishing the 
rest. 


decision on w 
loan is anted was 
being at the Bank 


by vote, and unless a 
“miracle of a milliaijum” 
took place, that loan 
would be vetoed. He 
reminded all present 
that there were no fairy 
godmothers around 
anymore. 

He said that Guyanese 
have to find the means 
out’ of this country’s 
resources to complete 


the project. 

“Peant think of no finer 
hope, no ater am- 
bition at ‘point in 


time.” He remarked. 


complet Phase Two 
the nation will not have 
to say ‘thank you sir, ... 
then we shall be masters 
of our own home.”’ 














Milk Supply Problem 


Geor,etown CATHOLIC STANDARD in English 14 Aug 8&3 p 4 


[Text ] 


Ch0: 


3298/923 


THE MILK SITUATION in the coun- 
try has now become critical. The 
supply of full cream powdered milk 
has run out and for most of last 
week the Kingston Milk Plant was 
out of operation. 

No other shipment of the powder- 
ed milk is expected before the 
latter part of Sept, when two 
months supply (28,000 ctns) may 
come from Canada, provided the 
foreign exchange is made available. 

In the meantime, efforts are be- 
ing made to obtain’ an emergency 
shipment of 10,000 ctns from Trin- 
idad within a week or two. 

Powdered milk has been in acute 
short supply over the past six 
months. Available supplies have 
béen distributed mainly to instit- 
utions and to employees in the 
public sector. 

The Milk Plant 1s ancient and 
though it was capable of producing 
8,000 gals a day, in its present 
state it can only process about 
3,000 gals a day. 

The city is said to need 10,000 
gals a day and the country as a 
whole 25,000 gals a day. 

As a result of the shortage, 
milk is reported to be sold on the 
parallel market for as much as 
$90 a tin. 
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STATE SUGAR COMPANY REGISTERS WORST YEAR EVER 
1.072230 Bridgetown CANA in English 2126 GMI 7 Sep 83 
[keport by Edwin Ali] 


[text] Georgetown, Guyana, 7 Sep (CANA)--Poor world sugar prices, the 
ever-weakening pound sterling, heavily subsidised local sugar sales and 
low first crop production combined to make 1982 the most difficult in 
the 7-year history of the state-run Guyana Sugar Corporation (Guysuco), 
according to Chairman Harold Davis. 


In the corporation's 1982 report, just tabled in the National Assembly 
(Parliament), Davis said total production was 287,725 long tons of sugar 

or 4.3 percent lower than the previous year, while group sales totalled 
$275.9 million (1 Guy dollar; 33 cents U.S.) or $40.8 million less than 
1981. The net deficit was $93.1 million compared with 82.3 million in 1981. 


"The results of 1982 can therefore be described as sad and disappointing,” 
Davis said. He added: "Gross foreign exchange earnings for the year 
was $266.8 million compared with $293.6 million in 1981.” 


The subsidy on local sugar sales amounted to $32.2 million compared with 
533.7 million in 198l--representing 34.6 percent of the operating deficit. 


"To put it mildly,” the Guysuco chairman said, "it was a depressing year. 
A year in which the world sugar and molasses prices declined to shocking 
levels: A year which saw the further contraction of the U.S. market (and) 
sales to Caricom (the Caribbean Community and Common Market) dwindled to 
a negligible 125 [figure as received] tons, no doubt due to the low world 
prices prevailed." 


He said that capit:1 expenditure continued to be a major problem in the 
industry--with inadequate capital inputs and spare parts shortages being 
responsible for the poor performances of Guysuco's 10 factories. 


"Of a total need of $67.7 million, only $17.2 million was provided for in 
the national budget for 1982," Davis said. Actual expenditure at the end 
of the year amounted to $18.1 million. 











Said the Guysuco boss: "This inability of the corporation to acquire 
capital assets of the order urgently required will seriously affect its 
production potential in the years to come." 


He added that factory managers, their staff and members of the operation 
departments rose to the occasion, but their efforts were thwarted by the 
shortage of spare parts and the low level of capital inputs brought on 
by the foreign exchange problems which faced the nation. 


Davis described the marketing of the sugar as "shocking," noting that 
even the so-called "bread and butter" European Economic Community (EEC) 
market had its problems. 


"| refer here to the negative MCA's (Monetary Compensation Amounts) 
and the ven declining value of the pound sterling vis-a-vis the U.S. 
dollar which directly affected the corporation's revenue,” he said. 


However, he noted that the corporation was able to increase its sales on 
the Canadian market by some 14,000 tons at prices which were at a premium 
over the world market prices obtaining at the time. 


Davis said Guysuco was particularly worried about the small annual quota 
granted Guyana by the U.S. 


"We enjoy CSP (Guaranteed Sugar Prices) for our sugar and this market 

is therefore particularly attractive to us," he said. "In fact, in 1982, 
it was our best market from the point of view of prices. We fear that 
the continued growth of sweetners may cause this market to contract even 
further." 


CSO: 3298/1303 


1h3 





COUNTRY SECTION CUYANA 


SUGAR, OTHER WORKERS IN LINE FOR PAY INCENTIVES 


Georgetown NEW NATION in English 7 Aug 83 p l 





[Text } 


IN SPITE of the 
continuing attempts to 
foment political strikes 
in the sugar industry and 
reduce production there, 
sugar workers per- 
formed so well last year 
that they have earned 
for themselves tax-free 
incentive payments. 

The Central Incentives 
Committee of the State 
Planning Secretariat has 


Praised the workers of 
Demerara Sugar Ter- 
minals — the sugar 
workers — and also 
those of Guyana National 
Shipping Corporation. 
e excellence of the 
performance by the 
sugar workers is 
reflected in the earnings 
of Demerara Sugar 
Terminals in 1982. 


The net income (after 
tax) amounted to 
$315,000 and the financial 
obligations were $270,000. 

The excellence of 
performance by workers 
of Demerara Sugar 
Termjnals indicates 
what all workers in the 
productive sector can 
achieve by commitment 
and sustained effort. In 


CSO: 3298/924 





addition to sugar 
workers, workers of 
Guyana Stores Limited 
will receive about 
$328,000 in incentive 
payments based on their 
performance in 1982. 

But the sum total of 
government’s , honouring 
its obligations to workers 
is not fi and to 
incentive payments 
made to sugar and 
G.S.L. workers there has 
to be added the back pay 
given to teachers in 
addition to increments in 
their salaries. 

A nation in the throes 
of acrisis which has 
overspilled from abroad 
and economic pressures 
from a world power, 


continues to show its 
concern for the people 
and confidently expects 
that the people will 
continue to support their 
government. 





COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


BRIEFS 


LIBERATOR PARTY MESSAGE--The Liberator Party, through its Chairman Dr. 
Makepeace Richmond, has written a letter to the Guyana Council of Churches, 
expressing solidarity with it. "We are disgusted at the arrests of Rev. 
Dale Bisnauth and Fr. Malcolm Rodrigues and at the crude disrespect shown 
to Bishop Randolph George", the letter reads. "Those sworn to uphold the 
law have become the chief law-breakers. Yet, we have no doubt that, terri- 
ble as their actions look today, in history they will seem like no more 
than the panicky pin-pricks of a tottering tyranny. We salute your efforts 
to inspire our people to greatness, to bring unity to them, to seek to feed 
the poorest, to bring medicines to the sick, to help mend our shattered 
education. The oppressors will continue to hinder and seek to frustrate 
these efforts but, together, we shall overcome”. [Text] [Georgetown 
CATHOLIC STANDARD in English 14 Aug 83 p 3] 


GOLD, DIAMOND PR.ODUCTION--In spite of efforts to effectively patrol the 
country’s mining districts, declared gold output continues to decline. 

At the same time however, declared output of diamonds show a slight increase. 
According to figures released by the Guyana Geology and Mines Commission, 
20.3 kilograms of gold valued at three quarter million (G) dollars were 
declared for the second quarter of this year. This declaration brings the 
total for the first six months of 1983 to 36.5 kilograms of gold valued at 
$1.2 million. This is a dramatic decline in output when it is compared to 
the same period last year which saw 183.3 kilograms of gold valued at $5.1 
million being declared and during the second quarter last year 93.1 kilo- 
grams of gold valued at $2.5 million were declared. On the other hand, 
declared diamond output for the second quarter of this year showed some 
improvement over that of the corresponding period last year. Declared out- 
put for the months of April, May and June 1983 was 3,565 metric carats valued 
at $520,800 compared to 2,265 metric carats valued at $330,900 declared 
during the same period in 1982. Declared diamond output for the first six 
months of this year showed an increase of 1,724 metric carats valued at 
$251,850 over the previous year's performance. Some 5,746 metric carats of 
diamonds valued at $839,250 were declared during the first six months of 
this year, compared to 4,021 metric carats valued at $582,400 declared dur- 
ing the first six months of last year. (GNA) [Text] [Georgetown SUNDAY 
CHRONICLE in English 7 Aug 83 p 8] 
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MESSAGE TO ECUADOR--PRESIDENT Forbes Burnham has sent sincere congratulations 
to President Osvaldo Hurtado Larrea of Ecuador on the occasion of that 
country's National Day yesterday. In his congratulatory message to the 
Ecuadorean leader, President Burnham said the spirit of cooperation between 
Guyana and Ecuador at various fora will serve to strengthen the friendly rela- 
tions and goodwill existing between the two countries. President Burnham's 
message reads: "On the occasion of the celebration of Liberation Day it is 
with great pleasure that I extend, on behalf of the government and people of 
Guyana and on my own behalf, sincere congratulations to you, the government 
and people of Ecuador. "Our mutual desire to enhance the political, social 
and economic well-being of our peoples and mankind at large, serves to moti- 
vate us to join forces at various fora to devise ways and means to overcome 
the problems which thwart the development of our nations. "This spirit of co- 
operation, I am sure, will further serve to strengthen the friendly relations 
and goodwill that exist between our two countries. ‘May I take this opportun- 
ity to extend my sincere best wishes for your good health and for the progress 
of your people and country." (GNA) [Text] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in 
English 11 Aug &3 p 1] 


SUGAR PRODUCTION--In spite of weather constraints, the late start of some fac- 
tories, and mechanical problems on the locations, nine of Guysuco's 10 factor- 
ies now grinding, last week produced 6 180 tons of sugar, to up the total for 
the Second Crop to 17 280 tons. Uitvlugt and Leonora joined the seven other 
units, while Rose Hall which was placed on the reporting week's schedule, was 
expected to complete a massive maintenance programme at the weekend, and should 
begin grinding early this week. With Rose Hall not producing, last week's 
figure therefore represents 70 per cent of the estimates for the nine other 
factories. Leonora which started last week, lost 24 hours’ production through 
mechanical problems. During the week the industry passed the 100 000-ton mark 
and production for the year, at the end of the reporting week, was 103 375 
tons. Skeldon, making its estimate of 940 tons, was the only estate to be 
nlaced on the Production Honours Roll. Creditable performances came from 
Albion which produced 1 545 tons, as well as from Diamond and Enmore. [Text] 
(‘Ceorzgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 14 Aug 83 p 3] 














COUNTRY SECTION 


JAMAICA 


ECONOMY IN SPOTLIGHT AS PROBLEM AREAS SURFACE 


Exporters’ Proposals 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 19 Aug 83 p 1 


[Text] 


A four-point plan tor dealing with prob- 
lems affecting local exporters has been put to 
the Prime Minister, the Rr. Hon. Edward 
Seaga, in the light of difficulties created for 
them by the tormalisation of the parallel 


exchange market. 

Keguesting that consideration be given to “alleviar- 
ing the plignt’ ot the exporters, the Jamaica Shippers 
Council has submitted the tollowing alternative propo- 
saly to the Prime Minister: 

@ thar authorisation be given tor freight to hard- 


-urrency markets be allowed at the official rate of 


exchange tor non EDF (Export Development Fund) 
USETS, 

@ alternanvely, that exporters to hard-currency 
markets be authorised to pay for treight in hard 
currency out of gross earnings, immediately these funds 
inrive IN jamaica 


@ alrernarively, that shippers be allowed to build in 
a cless-treghe’ item in invoicing overseas clinets, thereby 
enabling pavment at the net of treighe charges 

@ alternatively, that exports to hard-currency mar- 
kets by exporters who do not use the Export Devei- 
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opment tund, be treight-paid ar the paraliel market rate 
with full re-mbursement of proceeds at the parallel 
market rate. 

These recommendations by the Council arose our 
of a recent meeting, specially convened at the request 
ot a number of companies affiliated with the Council. 
Art this meeting several complaints were made 


These complaints were of “severe difficulties” 
being experienced as 4 result of the recently impie- 
mented arrangements whereby exporters ot hard-cur- 
rency markets are required to pav all freight and other 
related charges at the parallei marker‘rare bur are re- 
imbursed out of their toreign-exchange earnings at 50°» 
parallel marke: rate and 50%) ofticial rate. 


The view was expressed at the meeting that some 
of the existing procedures “are patently counter-produc- 
tive” and it was also said that exporters did not see how 
thev could last very long in business under the present 
circumstances 


In wats letrer to Mr. Seaga, the council stated thar 
the fears expressed by the companies at the meeting, as 
well as by otners who have telepnoned and written to 
the Council, were the result of “deep concerns tor the 
welfare of their businesses and or their emplovees and 
ror the tuture prospects of viable export trading.” 














Decline in Bauxite Production 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 19 Aug 83 p 12 


[Excerpt] 


Kingston, August 11: 
Despite a nine per cent increase in alumina 
shipments, Jamatica’s bauxite production and 
exports declined significantly in the first halt 
ot this vear compared with the first half of 


1982. 


\lumina exports stood 
at 999.000 metne tonnes at 
the end of June as against 
SS1.000 ronnes at the same 
pomt last year burt total 
DAUNITE disposed of was 
Je millon tonnes com 
pared with 4.5 million 
ronnes, drop ot 28) per 
vent, the Jamaica Bauxite 
lasurure stated. 

bNports of bauaite ore 
rose Sharply trom 330,400 
ronnes in the tirse quarter 
to 304,200 tonnes in. the 
second but the total tor 
the halt vear was sll 61 
per cent less than the 2.3 
million tonnes shipped in 
tirst halt “82. 

Iwo unmediate factors 
account for this year’s 
halting start in baunite ex 
ports. Ar the same ume 
last veur more than halt ot 
the US government's 
stockpile purchase of 1.6 
millon ronanes had been 
delwered whereas — this 
vears one auilion tonne 
US government purchase 
will be largely delivered in 
the second halt. the JBI 
stated. 

The second tactor 4s 
thar one of the two bauy- 


tte 6c DOortNg =CoMmplanics 
has met ats reduced ore 
requirements so far this 
vear trom ity stockpile in 
the US and. consequently, 
nas shipped licle or no 
bauNite trom Jamared. 
However its levels of min- 
ing and shipping are now 
imereasing and. added to 
the US government stuck- 
pile delivenes, bauxite our 
put should reeursdi 
somewhat im che rese ot 
the vear. Nevertheless total 
bauxite disposed of in 
1983 is not cxpected to 
execed 7.7 mijion tonnes 
as against 8.30 millon in 
1982. The chire US govern 
ment purchase, of one mil- 
lon tonnes. — recenths 
announced by Prime Min 
ister Seaga, wil be deli- 
ered in 1984. 
Higher ~ Aluminium 
Prices 

The world alumi 
mdustry meanume contin 
ues ifs steady if UNSpPecta- 
cular recovers” Ao modesi 
imerease in demand cou- 
pled with the susage cuts 
in smelter output have 
gradualiv reduced swollen 
Jiunanium anventuries to 
acceptuble levers. 
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However, because of the stampede for short 
toreign exchange, many companies have extended their 
overdratt limit so as to be liquid and make foreign 
exchange purchases. 

5. Because of the necessity to purchase foreign 
exchange whenever available, many firms are not 
deriving the benefits of the nminety-day credit arrange- 
ments. In fact, no facility exists at the banks f 
forward buying of foreign exchange to take advantage 
of the mnety-day credit benefits. 

6. The spot market prices have become extremely 
volatile with a number of commercial banks offenng 
rates of $3.52 to $3.60 to the US dollar. It has been 
predicted that the rate could well reach $4 by the end 
of this month. 

7. A number of government-owned export agencies are 
no longer lodging their overseas remittance to the Bank 
of Jamaica but pnvately to commercial banks at the 
parallel market rate. In some instances, these Govern- 
ment-owned export agencies have been selling to spot 
purchasers. 

8. Small businessmen have been caught in the squeeze 
because of the foreign exchange situation as they do 
not have the liquidity levels to get a first choice in the 
foreign exchange scramble. This is resulting in many of 
them cutting back on production or going out of 
business. 


9. Because of the protracted CARICOM impasse many 
companies which borrowed from the Export Devel- 
opment Fund used up these funds for what has become 
local consumption. This has resulted in a diversion of 
resources and a misuse of EDF funds. 

10. The bauxite companies which use some US$150 
million for local purchases (separate from levy) are 
pressing for an immediate and substantial devaluation 
of the Jamaican dollar. The companies also want 
unification of the rates. One company is currently 
threatening to close gne of its plants. 

11. Information to the People’s National Party is that 
the parallel market is not generating one-third of the 
amount of .money projected by the government to 
come from this source. 


In can therefore be readily seen from the foregoing 
the chaos which exists in the Jamaican economy where 
foreign exchange is concerned. lt must also be noticed 
that with PETROJAM Led buying at the parallel marker 
rate which is now over $3, the price em trol to the 
public must increase shortly as PETROJAM’ $ assump- 
rion of $2.76 for most petroleum products cannot hold. 
It 1s unrealistic for the government to speak about a 
fixed price for fuel in a situation where PETROJAM 
operates in the fluctuating parallel market. 


It 1s clear that the Bank ot Jamaica 1s playing a 
diminishing role with the government abdicating its 
responsibility to manage the country’s foreign exchange 
resources. The productive sector is being seriously 
aftected as businesses can do no forward planning as 
the rules change trom day to day. The nation’s priority 
interests are being jeopardised as petroleum purchases, 
capital goods and raw materials are competing with hair 
pins and frog's legs. 


Already, further lay-offs have started in the man- 
ufacturing sector and this can only get worse. The 
bauxite companies will avoid local purchases whenever 
possible because of the number of rates, the result of 
this being that the Jamaican economy will lose. The 
impact on the cost of living will be horrendous with 
prices rising rapidly. 
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PNP Critique 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 14 Aug 83 pp 1, 3 


[Text] 


The People’s National Party has said 
that the price of petrol to the public is 
bound tobe increased again as in its view 
what it says is Petrojam’s assumption of a 
J$2.76 rate per US dollar for most petro- 
leum products cannot hold in the light of 
what the PNP says is a parallel rate now 
over J$3 per US dollar. 


In a statement issued by the Leader of the 
Opposition and PNP Leader, Mr. Michael Man- 
ley, on Thursday, the PNP said: 


“The People’s National Party is alarmed and 
extremely concerned at the continued deteriorating 
state of the Jamaican economy which is resulting in 
consumers facing more and more hardships and the 
productive sectors slowly grinding to a halt. 


Since the introduction of the June austerity mea- 
sures by the government, the Jamaican economy has 
taken a turn for the worse and has moved steadily 
downhill. Because of the placing of more and more 
items on the parallel market and the very acute shortage 
of foreign exchange, the Jamaican economy is now in 
danger of collapsing. This has come about because of a 
number of factors which include: 

1. A directive from the Bank of Jamaica to Commercial 
banks that they reserve 50 percent ot their uncom 
mitted parallel market dollars for the Bank of Jamaica. 

2. A directive to Commercial banks from the Bank of 
Jamaica thar PETROJAM Limited, which needs US$20 
million per month to meet fuel payments, be given first 
choice where the intake of parallel market dollars 1s 
concerned. 

3. Transnational companies have used the opportunity 
of the free for all parallel market system to settle 
significant amounts of debts owed to their head offices. 
This unstructured system has put a further drain on the 
country’s toreign exchange resources. It must be point- 
ed our that these transnational companies are operating 
in this manner because no ceiling has been set by the 
government. 

4. Many overseas firms are believed to be in breach of 
the ratio of local borrowings to their shareholders 
retained earnings and foreign loans. (The Exchange 
Control Act Regulations require for example that if a 
company has a US$5 million equity, they can only 
borrow 20 to 25 percent of its equity from the local 
banking system.) 

The overseas firms which are believed to be in 
breach of the ratio of local borrowing to their equity 
have sought no permission from the Bank:of Jamaica 
nor has the Central Bank given any go ahead to these 
firms to act in this way 
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JMA on CARICOM Trade 
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[Text] 


Right now the Fund was unable to 
function and meet commitments to 
commercial banks as it was holding the 
equivalent of U.S.$40 millon in soft 
currency at US$1 to $2.25, bur the 
Bank of Jamaica was unable to recon- 
vert this to U.S. dollars except by enter- 
ing the parallel market at a subsidy loss. 

According to Mr. Thomas, the solu- 
tion for the Fund in relation to CARI- 
COM trade was for the Government to 
climate the CARICOM rate for im- 
ports and exports, and place all trade 
and raw material imports for CARI- 
COM at the parallel rate. However, this 
rate must be pegged. 

On the shift of some goods apd 
services to the parallel rate of exchange 
in June in addition to those being 50 
tunded from January, Mr. Thomas said 
the total to be funded in this way woulld 
now be US$528 million. He said he had 
attempted to indicate to the Govern- 
ment that this was unrealistic as the 
parallel market had only demonstrated 
an ability to generate an average of 
US$32 million monthly or approximdat- 
ley US$384 million. 


He also stated that he had indicated 
his concern that there would be a 
shortfall of approximatley US$150 to 
U.$.$160 million — with painful conse- 
quences. 


“f think this shortfall has becn con- 
firmed in the form of a never-ending 
bidding match for U.S. dollais which is 
devaluing the Jamaican dollar withour 
anv structural economic benefits to be 
denved tor the country due to many 
other contradictory aspects of the eco- 
noms. programme, while serous social 
and economi hardships are being expe- 


nenced across Jamaica”. 


He said the fundamental problem of 


the parallel market rate of exchange was 
that supply could not meet the demand 
and the solution was to reduce the 
import quotas on a basis of national 
priorities to the U.S. dollar level that the 
parallel] market had indicated it could 
support — $380 million to $400 mil- 


lion. 
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Currency devaluation was one that 
had become a political issue instead of 
being treated as an economic issue with 
political effects, he said, adding that the 
devaluation of the Jamaican dollar was 
a legitimate prerequisite of any econom- 
1c Strategy to cure some of the pressing 
problems. 

He added that one could not legis- 
late foreign exchange but could admin- 
ister it expeditously. The wave of 
bidding for foreign exchange, the supply 
of which was essentially fixed, was 
being counter-productive. 

Mr. Thomas proposed that the buy- 
ing and selling rates in the parallel 
market should be fixed on a weekly or 
monthly basis in conjunction with the 
Bank of Jamaica; that there be one rate 
quoted by all commercial banks; thar all 
transactions take place at the prevailing 
rate and eliminate the behind-the- scene 


negotiations which were forcing up the 


rate. 

On quotas, Mr. Thomas said permits 
must have a time-schedule of payments 
for accessing the market. He said there 
was approximately U.S$.$500 million 
worth of quotas yet only $100 million 
was availalbe daily. Therefore, there 
must be a time-schedule for payment 
and accessing the parallel market, he 
said. 

“Ultimately, we must unify all the 
exchange rates, because until this is 
done, and Government must have a 
source of supply of dollars from some 
sector, then we will not ‘be able to take 
full advantage of the competitive edge 
given us by the C.B.I., as some sectors 
will in effect have to pay an export tax 
to meet Government's debt services”, he 


said. 














Kingston 


[Text] 





“The Export Development fund 
which supports export efforts by Jamai 
can manufacturers to CARICOM is now 
unable to tunction and meet commit- 
ments 10 the commercial banks as the 
Fund is holding the equivalent of US$40 
million in soft currency at the CARI- 
COM rate of exchange of USS! to 
j$2.25 

The Bank of Jamaica is unable to re- 
convert this amount to United States 
dollars except by entering the parallel 
market at a subsidy loss of berween | 80 
cents to $1.25 if converted for the 
EDF. This will mean a national tax loss 
ot between $40 million to $50 million, 
which the country cannot afford. 

This was stated by Mr. Paul Thomas, 
Deputy President of the Jamaica Man- 
ufacrurers Association at the weekly 
luncheon meeting ot the Rotary Club ot 
Vowntown Kingston at the Ocean Ho- 
tel on Monday 

Speaking on the economic situation 
and its relation to CARICOM trade, 
Mr Thomas said that tor many years 





successive governments had ettectrively 
been subsidising the Jamaican doilar by 
foremn ioans “in order to meet their 
politnal survival criteria by supplying 
the expect.*tons of the voter’ This was 
readily seen in the present CARICOM 
predicament facing the manutacturers 


Pointing to the CARICOM exchange 
rate of US$) to J$2.25, Mr. Thomas 
said the situation was that it was cheap- 
er to import goods from CARICOM 
than similar goods could be manutac- 
tused here because of the “unfair and 
Jsecrimiratory rate. 


“in ecttect,.we im Jamaica are now 
subsidising our CARICOM competitors 
at the expense of the Jamaican produc- 
ers, Ne Ceclared 

Turning to the ELD.F. he said that at 

present most of the rescurces supported 
export efforts to CARICOM. The man- 
utacturers took ‘hard’ US. dollars and 
bought raw materials, shipped them into 
CARICOM, recewing soft CARICOM 
dollars in return and only any net 
ditterence in hard currency, 


Exports Role in Exchange Crisis 
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” The president of the 
famaica = Manufacturers’ 
Association, Mr. R. An- 
thony Williams, has ex- 
pressed the view that there 
1% NO alternative but to 
increase the export eam- 
ings trom non-traditional 
areas it the country is to 
overcome its foreign e¢x- 
change “oes 

Speaking on the theme 
“The New Fconomsc Rea- 
lives and the Role of the 
Manu. ctunng Sector” at 
the recent monthivy meer 
ing of the Montego Bay 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry, Mr. Wiliams 
noted that jamama’s tradi- 
tonal foreign exchange 
earners had been unable to 
provide the support the 


econony needed and the 
ONnUS Was NOW ON the man- 
ulacturing sector to trmghten 
the slack created bv the 
_ contra.tion of these tradi- 
ronal areas 
Sime che late sixties tne 
manutactunne sector had 
been an important contrib- 
utor to the country’s eco- 
nomic growth and had 
consistentis accounted to 
over 15 percent of jamai- 
cas Gross Domestic Prod- 
uct, Mr. Willams added 
‘Dispire its potential, 
nowever, the manultactur 
ing se tor 1s stull wav be- 
low its maximum. Mans 
enterp ses are operating at 
reduced ourput and some 
are just imping along.” 








He listed the scarcity of 
faw matenals, high cost 
finance and competition 
from imports (legal and 
illegal) a8 some of the main 
short term constraints on 
the sector's ability to rea- 
lise its full potential. 

“The allocation of for- 
eign exchange 1s perhaps 
the biggest because it in- 
volves some very hard de- 
cissons which must be 
taken. But in our present 
situation raw materials and 
spare parts must be given 
prionty in the distribution 
of foregn exchange even 
at the expense OF CONsuM: 
er and capital goods. 

“There 1 no reason 
why consumer goods im- 
ports should increase by 2! 


percent as they did in 
1482, while raw materia 
impors fell in” the same 
year by IB percent.” My 
Willams poised ows. 


ed 

It was. cleat,” he said, 
that a drastn tedeployment 
of the loremgn exchange 
budge. away from non cs 
sential §=acquisition, was 
nee des. 

Only after the problems 
of the sector were recogni- 
sed and tackled, and the 
necessary foremn exchange 
and wmeennves generated 
into t would the sector 
teah is potential to re- 
generue foreign exchange 
and on surplus, Mr. Wil- 
hams concluded. 


Small Businessmen'’s Dissatisfaction 
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[Text ] 


Brown 


told Rotarians. 





KINGSTON, Jamaica, 
Wednesday, (CANA) — 
Jamaica's small 
businesses have com- 
plained about national 
policies they say have 
thrown them into open 
competition with lar 
well-heeled esta 
ments. 

Adolph Brown, the 
President of the Smail 
Businesses Association 
(SBA, a grouping of 40 000 
small enterprises, in a 
speech here yesterday 
said that the atmosphere 
in which small businesses 
were forced to operate 
and the obstacles placed 
in their way, were not 
conducive to develop- 
ment. 

“We have been thrown 
as it were into open 
competition with large 
establishments. '"' 


“They enjoy the benéfits 
of economies of scale and 
have a tradition of con- 
tracts for the supply of 
raw materials and very 
often advantageous 
arrangements for the 


supply of and payment for 
goods received. 


“These poate 
appear to be deliberately 
placed outside of the 


reach of smail 
operators,”’ he added. 


Brown said that there 
were large manufac- 
turers a 4 Pl are 
prepared and a "to 
spend huge sums to 
acquire additiona! 
equipment to produce a 


| om 
LA 
La 


and more efficientlv.’’ 

The SBA president said 
that large manufacturers 
were ‘‘aided and abetted”’ 
by distributors in terms of 
how they dealt with or- 
ders and payments. 
Conditions were always 
less favourable to smal! 
businesses, he claimed. 

Brown was critical of 
the government's policy, 
under its enterprise 
philosophy, of opening u 
the Jamaican market 4 
“the importation of a 
wide-range of consumer 
and household items’’ 
that are made in 
Jamaica, when they were 
neither better not 
cheaper. 

Said he: ‘What are we 
to make of the freeing up 
of the market in this way” 

‘*In our opinion, this has 
been done firstiv tn ar- 














commodat the 
requirements of the 
International Moneta 
Fund (with whic 
Jamaica has a US$650 
million programme 


. ‘Secondly, it has been 
done to facilitate certain 
sectors within the 
business community who, 
because of their own 
selfish reasons, had 
embarked upon a well 
prepared public relations 
plan designed to sell 
themseives at the ex. 
pense of smali 


businesses "" 


The pespie behind the 
pian, he said, ‘were the 
vople who had two 
mes to maintain. They 
did not have the courage 
or vmmitment to help us 
hutid something here 
‘But they didn't want to 


risk not getting a share in 
= the rest of us toiled 
or 

“So they kept one 
happy home somewhere 
abroad where they could 
keep their profits and 
foreign exchange and 
they also kept a home 
functioning here so they 


could  ‘~anipulate the 
system and earn the said 
ofits and the said 
oreign exchange 
“This is the group of 
people with contacts and 
experience which enable 
them to the backing of 
financial institutions. 
“They are the ones who 
are allowed to import 
finished products rather 
than raw materials."’ 
Brown charged that 
another element in the 
Strategy of this class, 
having put pressure on 
small businesses, was to 
“jump every economi- 
cally adventurous and 
pioneering persons’’ into 
the category of higglers 
(petty traders) who were 
now blamed for foreign 
exchange shortages and 


ee 


‘.... The higgiers have 
not spirited away foreign 
exchange ‘as was 
cha against the 
middle class in_ the 
1970s)"’, Brown said. 
“The higgilers earned 
every dollar abroad and 
returned with goods 
which the country 
needed. They are not the 


ones who bled the 
country "’ 

He criticised too the 
tiered exchange market 
system here ‘an official 
rate of J$1.78 for a US. 
dollar and a parallel rate 
set by commercia] banks 
according to demand), 
which the SBA felt was an 
attempt to ‘correct ..... 
the mistake of allowing 
one sector to run the 
economy to a wreck.” 

But in the attempt -to 
correct the initial 
mistake, he said, the 
government had allowed 
selfish bankers to create 
more problems. = 1" 

He added: ‘The 
government is allowing 
one selfish group within 
the banking community, 
particularly one bank 
with no real interest in the 
Jamaican economy to 
devalue the (Jamaican) 
dollar at such a rapid rate 
Sy outbidding all con- 
tenders in the field. 

“We have watched the 
dollar slip in its exchange 
rate from $1.70 to $1.80 to 
$2.00, to $3.20 and $3.50. 
How much longer will the 
government wait before it 
guts an envi to this path of 
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ACRICULTURAL SECTOR PREPARES TO RESPOND TO CBI 
Society's Pledge 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 16 Aug 83 p 13 


[Text] 





Opportunities for ex- 
port by tarmers of tresh 
and processed farm pro- 
duce, through the new Ex- 
port Trading Company of 
the jamaica Agricultural 
Society, were outlined by 
the Executive Director of 
the famana National Ex- 
port Corporanon, Mr. Pet- 
er King to Board members 
yt the JAS at ther monthly 
meeting, on Wednesday. 


4: the end of the dis- 
cussion which toilowed, 
the JAS Board pledged to 
work jointly with the 
INEC to make full use of 
the opportunities provided 
under the Canbbean Basin 
Inimuiative tor tarm produce. 

1!AS) President, Mr. 
Courtney Fietcher, wel- 
comed the duty-free provi- 
sions under the CBI, 
especially those relating to 
crops tormerlv dutiable 
such as ginger root, mang- 
oes and pepper, among 
some 32 items. He said the 
society would be willing to 
work alongside the JNEC 
in clinic workshops across 
the island, geared to 1n- 
torm tarmers tully about 
the C BI and rhe opportun:- 
nes for export. It was de- 
cuded char tne first three ot 





these clinic workshops 
were to be held in Mande- 
ville, Montego Bay and 
Morant Bay 


Mr. King listed the 
areas in which the society 
could concentrate to gain 
access to the United States 
market. He said tne JNEC 
would continue to collab- 
orzte with the JAS in the 
Export for Protit Pro- 
gramme launched iast year. 
Farmers, he said, could 
only denve rewards from 
the CS! if account was 
taken of quality and effi- 
ciency. . a 

Mr. King and Mr. Der- 
rick Cox, JNEC’s New 
York Trade Commissioner, 
who accompamed him to 
vesterday's meeting, replied 
tO 32 number of questions 
raised by farmers. Dunng 
the exchange, Mr. Cox 
revealed that there was a 
potential market tor some 
400) tons of dred, peeled 
ginger at USS$L50 per 
pound in the US market. 
jamaica had been unable 
to supply the marker and 
there was a shorttall in 
Output from other sup- 
pliers. 


Potential also existed 
tor selling dred pepper in 
the USA. Untortunarely, 
said Mr. Cox, jamaia’s 
peppers had not been ac- 
cepted. Mr. Cox said !ocal 
farmers must compete with 
Trinidad and Tobago in 
the tresh pepper marker. 

In response 10 2 ques- 
tion as to the best time tor 
farmers {0 ¢xpor certain 
products to the US marker, 
Mr. King said Jamaica's 
crops stood a better 
chance dumng the winter 
months when che U.S. do- 
Mestic crops were usually 
low. Howeser, the JNEC 
would be providing intor- 
mation as to the times of 
access that the products 
couid enter the US marker. 
He said marketing studies 
had been done bv the 
JNEC on the US ethnic 
market in the Tn-stare 
areas, which were available 
to tarmers in the Corpora- 
tion s brary 

Mr. King presented 
copies of the 1983/84 Ex. 
por Directory to Board 
members. 

Also accompanying fim 
7o the meeting was Mr. 
~~. Coote, Consulcant 
on iresh goods to the 











New Market Potential 
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[Text] 

HE AGRICULTURAL  SEC- 

TOR IS REPORTEDLY GEAR- 
ING ITSELF to make maximum use 
of the opportunities which will be 
offered by the Caribbean Basin Ini- 
tiative. At the same time the sector is 
taking note of the increasing demand 
for Jamaican products, brought about 
by The current unrest in Central 
America. 

These statements were made by Mr. 
Brascoe Lee, a Parliamentary Secetary in the 
Ministry of Agriculture on Monday, at the 
official opening of a two-week Plant Quaran- 
tine Course sponsored by the Ministry of 
Agriculture and the F and Agricultural 
Organisation. The Course is taking place at 
the veterinary conference room at the Min- 
isiry’s Old Hope Road office, and gee 
pants are drawn from both the public and 
private sectors. 

According to a release devericrive ° plaake < ees 
rng fiS, Mr. Lee said and diseases. and said that 
mat Cc country Was get- P . nis v j cred 4 th . 

: ' It was important whe pm 7 "dhe eat 
ning serious about expor ites + i #70 worked in the Plant 
agrwuliure. A number ot and significant PS said. Protection Senices of the 
tachues were being put in that the course was ‘ak- ountry. , 
plice. he stated. and ing place at this time, The Parliamentary 
nin ad ee hr aan as with the coming of — | | 
19 ve being estadlished Agro-2l, it was impor- ee ee we 
> ih alin 4 and Pon tant that there should te tate pass. 
a dete ee be proper protection foundation on which 
Bustamante. Orner ta lee existing plants und the country must rest. 
10% lude a system for 5 - den ‘ : ‘Se . 
re orn can eich that only dise foae and that it was this 
ee ee i> hee plants were imported a ae couse 
has been set up b make the greatest im- 

nti fi am of the in the new drive for , 

Marketing Divisio ; pact im the shortest 
Ministry of Agriculture increased production. possible time. 

Reterring to the necd Mr. Lee said that it 
tor mereased production has been estimated tiiat He urged the partic- 
in the agricul ural sector, in recent years pre-h ase ipants to make the full- 
Mr. Lee said that the vest losses caused by est use of the course 
demand tor jamais: pests and disease to Ja- because they would 
products was increasing, maicas most importint have to continue to 
as the current unrest in crops amounted to play a vital role if agri- 
Central America has some $126.3 million. cultural production 
suited in additionai it He took note of ‘he was (0 expand to meet 
guines trom the United fact that jamana had re- the opportunities now 
States for certain jamar- ‘mained relatively free of available, the release 
can agricultural product: most of the worki s must said. 
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JAMAICA 


sLEANER REPORTS STATISTICS ON STATES OF ECONOMY 


(Editorial Report] From 18 through 23 August 1983, excluding Sunday, 
21 August, Kingston's THE DAILY GLEANER ran a boxed front-page feature 


entitled "Facts on the Economy.’ 


The following is a chronological 


compilation of these items, in their entirety: 


[Text } 


$355-m quarterly trade deficit = 


The trade deficit — the difference 
in value berween exports and imports 
— soared to J$355 million tor the 
firsts quarter of 1983. This deficit is 
almost 50 per cent greater than the 
J$238 million deticiwe for the first 
quarter of 1982. , 


Foreign Exchange Reserves fall 

The toreign exchange reserves of the country hi an all- 
ame low ot MINUS U.S. $948 million at the end ot 
lori 1985. 


The July 1983 Bank of Jamaica Statistical Digest 
shows that the reserves declined by U.S. $85 million in 
the month ot Apnil alone 

During the yar to Apni 1983, the reserves have 
fullen by US. $302 million trom minus U.S. $645 


The much increased deficiem-was 
caused by a marginal tall in the value 
of exports (‘rom $290 million ro.$268 


million — an 8% tall) and an 18 per 


cent increase in the value of imports 


trom $529 million to $623 millionn 


million ro U.S. $948 million — a decline of almost 
S0P 0. 
The international reserves include the shor-term 


_ foreign liabilities of the Central Bank which have grown 


during the year ro Apnil 1983 from US. $652 miil‘on to. 
U.S.$705 milion. 

The medium-term foreign exchange habilines of 
the Cenrral Bank, which are also included have a, 
doubled dung the same period, trom U.S. $230 million 
to U.S. $441 million. 


Income Tax collections increase 


The Government's income tax collec- 
tions of J$304 million were increased by 
almost 25 per cent dumng the first five 
months of 1983 compared-to the same 
period of 1982 (J$245 million). 
Although January 1983 collections 
were down on 1982, all the other four 


-— =~ 


all onl 


months showed much larger collections. 
Over $164 million was collected in the 
month of March alone — the first time 
that over $100 million has been’ col- 
lected in any one month. 

Total collections for 1982 were $592 
million. 








40% Increase in Government Spending 


Total gross spending by Government dunng Apnil, 1983 — 
the first month of the new Budget year -—was $29) 
million, an increase of 43% over the $202 million spent 
dunng Apnil, 1982. 


Recurrent expenditure increased by $28 million to 
$192 million, whilst capital expenditure for the month 
amounted to $98 million. Capital expenditure had there- 
fore increased by 152% above the $39 million spent during 
Apnil, 1982. 


The Budget, deficit — the difference berween Guv- 
ermment’s revenue and expenditure — was 5136 million 


for the month of April, 1983, as against the Budger deficit 


of $96 million for the same penod in the previous year. 


The Budget deficit was financed by borrowings from 
the Central Bank by $152 million adjusted for transactions 


with the domestic commercial banks and forzign borrow- 


Ings. 


Inilation rate 11.6% 


The annualised rate of inflation for the tirst tour months of 1933 was 11.6 
per cent, as measured by the Jamaica Consumer Price Index which moved from 
356 to 369.8 January 1975 100). a, 


The inflation rate in each of the tour months saned cons derably. On a - 


point-ta-point basis, the annualised intlation rates were 
= Pyrat — 3.8 ner cent nr” 


February — 12.7 per cent 
March — 16.9 per cenr 
April — 7 5 per cens 

The higher rates in February and “March were no doubr caused by the 
Herease in prices of a number of goods caused by ther, movement so the saralie! 
market in early january. / 


TT} 4 i ; t 
ine Sub-index tor tood and drink items increased at the annual rate ot 16 
per cent in January and 19 per cent in February : 
The Jamaica Consumer Price Index moved upwirds by ~ per cenr Juring 


F f 


I 


1982 
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MANLEY CASTIGATES REAGAN REMARKS CONCERNING JAMAICA 
Bridgetown SUNDAY SUN in English 21 Aug 83 p 5 

{Column "Michael Manley File": "A Stooping President" ] 
[Text ] 


KINGSTON, Jamaica — President Reagan recently made a 
speech in Florida. Among other things. he said: 

Jamaica flirted with radical socialism and it turned a 
tranquil, a ap country with great economic potential 
into # bitterly-m . impoverished society. It is a tribute to 
the freedom-loving Jamaicans that they withstood the 
totalitarian temptation and are now rebuilding their 
country’s prosperity with the tools of freedom and 
democracy..." 

_. When Il abe Washington, one of the first heads of state 
to visit the ite House was Jamaica's Prime Minister. 
so. He was anxious to build his economy and, together, we 
worked out a programme to encourage private sector invest- 
ment 

“By turning his country away from socialism, Prime 
Minister — has ended seven years of economic decline 
that plagued his people. One bundved and sixty-two new in- 
vestments have been made to date, providing the potentiai for 
thousands of new jobs...” 

This is not the first time that the United States President 
has commented on the Jamaican pclitical scene. His remarks 
are interesting from two points of view. 

In the first place, President Reagan is guilty of serious im- 
propriety. Jamaica is a two-party democracy in which both 
parties have alternated in power r rly over the last 38 
years. The President's remarks are, t ore, a surprisingly 
vulgar interference in the internal affairs of an independent 


state. 
DISHONESTY 


More important than this breach of basic protocol is the in- 
credible dishonesty of the entire statement, a dishonesty that 
is consistent with his earlier remarks along the same lines. In 
fact, the whole statement is a classic example of how half- 
truths. innuendos and plain falsehoods can be strung together 
to create a massive falsification of fact and truth. 

it is interesting to dissect the statement both to clarify the 
truth and to indicate how of the “radical right” 
spread their slime across the political landscape. 

Firstly. whatever contribution socialist ideas made to the 
division of Jamaica was nothing compa with tha propega 
da and that were unleashed by the rightwing fo 
of Jamaica led by the opposition and country’s major daily 
newspeper. In spite of continuing attempts tor te the 
understanding of the hist of that time, ive 
historians of the future be forced to concl that 
socialist ideas may have contributed to the excuse but that 
the division of Jamaica and the bitterness and fear associated 


159 

















with it must be laid firmly at the door of the activists of tne 
right im the political system and in the Press. 

the statement implied that freedom and 
democracy were under threat prior to 1960 and have now 
Leen restored since 1980. This would be laughable if it were 
not such a contemptible he. The fact is that the government at 
the time willingly co-operated with the o ition to find 
ways to improve our electoral system and make proof ageinst 
manipulation. The fact is that the Press was absolutely free, 
indeed, abused its freedom on an almost daily basis with the 
crudest libels and an unending cacophony of propaganda and 


misrepresentations. 
BIG LAUGH 

So far from freedom being under threat and now resur- 
rected, it would be true to say that freedom was abused in the 
19708 and now allowed to operate normally because the pre 
sent opposition is employing non-confrontationist methods. 

However. the biggest laugh is saved for the end. The United 
States President betrays his hand finally when he asserts that 
jamaica was impoverished before 1980 but that prosperity is 
now being built with the attendant blessings of fuller employ- 
ment and everything else. 

The fact is that unemployment is rising. When the former 
government left office it was a little over 26 percent. It is now 
ever 28 percent and by present indications, well on its way to 
10 percent In spite of being lent one and a quarter billion 
dollars (US) in the last couple of years, Jamaica's foreign ex- 
change situation is more desperate now than at any time 
since independence in 1962. By contrast, the former govern- 
ment borrowed some $800 million (US) in eight and a half 
years in office 

The parallel market foreign exchange system introduced 
this year has produced chaos in the Jamaica economy which 
iS NOW grepplin with no less than five separate exchange 
rates and all of that with no au ‘antage to the country in terms 
of increased availability of fore:¢n exchange to the country. 

One could continue the recitation of woe. But this is not the 
purpose of this column. Our interest is to show how far a 
+ynical politician will go in the falsification of fact to try to 
inuke a pont that supports an impression he is yng 'o 
create. Common enough in “hustings” politics, this has 
another imphcation when the President of the most powerful 
nation on earth stoops to this in relation to a small indepen- 
dent nation 

Interestingly enough, the most crushi answer to 
Reagan's further act of interference in J politics is 
supplied by the latest public opinion poll reading of the 
Jamaican scene. Although these figures have not ea 
published. I am reliably informed that the standings een 
the political parties is now 55 percent to 45 percent. Needless 
to say, Reagan's pet neo-colonialist toy, the party of the pre- 
sent Government. is rating the 45 percent. On the othe~ hand, 
it 19 the democratic socialists of whom he is so unreasonably 
afraid who are rating the 55 percent. 


CSO: 3298/918 
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GLEANER DISCERNS ‘SENSE OF DRIFT' IN GOVERNMENT, ECONOMY 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 22 Aug 83 p 8 


[Editorial ] 


[Text ] 


One cannot heip but notice that 
ui recent weeks there has been a 
sefise of dnft in the society. The 
Gayernment and some Ministers, 
especially the Prime Minister, are 
segn to be working, but somehow 
the communication gap between 
the Government and the people 
ippears to be widening, and the 
Government appears sometimes to 
be slow to react te crises, such as 
the yresponsible ‘sick-out’ by the 
Police Federation. 

When a country is facing 
economic crisis, when there 
appears to be an increase in 
household robbery, in personal 
mugging in the last few weeks, 
slowness to react to other crises 
increases the feeling of drift in she 
society. 

We notice too that despite 
trequent meetings between the 
Government and the Private Sector, 
thes appear to be moving apart. 
| faa Government was elected on 
the basis that it believed implicitly 
ina mixed cconomy with the 
Pepate Sector playing a more 
préminent role than under the 
togmer adimunistration which had 
made it clear that in its view of the 
med economy, the Government 
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mast play the dominant role. Yet, 
wRdt have we? A_ disgruntled 
Pryate Sector feeling that it is not 
watted, and that lip service only is 
bémig paid to its role. A greater 
responsibility rests upon the Gov- 
créinent to see that this sense of 
drt as halted, and that the Private 
Seftor and the Governinent move 
in=greater tandem to restore this 
copntry’s economy. 

arliament appears to be 
moribund except for few sallies of 
debates from the Senate. The 
Huse is almost dead, as very few 
members pay it the courtesy of 
atté@hding, and many attend simply 
to-sten the register and to disappear 
tozdo their own business. It is 
difficalt to get a quorum, and even 
after getting a quorum, the quorum 
diStpates for members are not 
interested in Parliament. This con- 
rrittotes to the sense of drift. 

“lh this respect, the tault lies nor 
ony, with Governinent members, 
bu% also with Opposition members, 
vetthey are so few in numbers, 
that: tf the Government with 51 
mémbers werc to pay serious 
attggtion to. Parliament, then 
Padtament could at least have 
nugpbers present, and backbenchers 
haald encouraged to ask 
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questions and to move Prisate 
Members’ Monuons on behalt of 
their constituencies. For Parlamen- 
tarians must not only be seen in 
their ottices, but must be seen to 
be working in Parliament. That 1s 
why they were elected. 

There is this sense of drift also 
in respect ot the economy. The 
Government has been forced to 
take austerity measures because of 
the enormous cut-back in bauxite 
production. But there is a feeling 
that the country is not being made 
aware of all the information which 
is vital to it to allow it to come to 
grips with the economic situation, 
ro accept the austerity measures 
with a degree of tolerance instead 
of with a degree of frustration, and 
tO imove Into production with a 
will and a determination — to 
succeed. 

Meetings are held with the 
banks over days and days, and yet 
the public does not know what 
took place. The bankers are silent, 
the Goverment is silent. We are 
aware, of course, that the Govern- 
ment is inhibited by the agreement 
with the International Monetary 
lund in that it ts not allowed to lay 
down certain’ conditions. on the 
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commercial banks. But surely, tt 
the Government 1s involved in dis- 
cussions with the commercia! 
banks, the country should be made 
aware of the nature of those dis 
cussions and thus avoid widespread 
rumours as to what has taken place 
and to the ettect of what has taken 
place. 

We urge the Government to 
come out of its enforced silence 
and abandon its view that because 
the former Government talked ad 
nauseum and lost credibility, it will 
not risk this. We should like to 
suggest that credibility can be lost 
also by talking too little and ex- 
plaining too little. It is time for the 
Government to cut away this sense 
of drift, by taking the country into 
its confidence. ; 

The Jamaica 21 celebrations, 
highlighted by that remarkable 
ceremony of Friday August 5 and 
carly morning August 6, showed 
that Jamaicans and Jamaica had 
come of age. It is time for the 
Government to treat them = as 
adults, not as children in need of 
protection. Tell them the facts, and 
the public will react with a sense of 
courage. For Jamawa has sur 
mounted many crises. It can 


surmount this one also. 


o- aa 
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CARL STONE REVIEWS ECONOMIC PROBLEMS, SEES NO REAL PROGRESS 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 15 Aug 83 p 8 
[Article by Carl Stone] 


[Text ] 


The recent announcement by two 
major companies of a drastic reduction in 
their work week .is a clear indication of a 
build up of pressures within the economy 
which could reach crisis proportions be- 


tween now and the end ot the year. 

The two companies involved have a good 
track record of production and must obviously be 
hurting to have to cut back their work week. 

It would seem, however, that they represent the up 
of the iweberg as a check with several manufacturers 
reveals that many are anticipating lay-offs and closures 
due to pressures now being experienced. 

The problems seem to be many. The scarcity and 
high price of foreign exchange is beginning to show up 
in a crippling shortage of raw materials in key indus- 
tries. The depressed state of the domestic market 1s 
causing serious problems for both sales and collection 
of revenue and accounts receivable. A great deal of 
economic activity centres around transactions between 
companies and here many enterprises are finding that 
those with whom they do business are not paying their 
bills. The impact is that many companies are being 
choked by cash flow problems. 


Not helping 


The climate of uncertainty caused by the chaotic 
| parallel market in currency 1s, of course, not helping 
| any. Money 1s tight and expensive. In industries hike 
tourism where there was so much hope and where now 

| an absurd dual rate of exchange 1s causing horrors tor 
hotechers and resentment by tourists, serious questions 
are being asked about whether the government's finan- 
cial management 1s really geared to assist private sector 
development. 
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horegan owned enterprises have been jolted by the 
thor losai protits and dividends are now on 

rate: Large publ sector enterprises are 
compenng with many a private firms tor the paralle! 
market dollar and there is increasing resentment at the 
Central Bank's efforts to buy up large quantities of the 
parailel marker US. currency supplies. Small business 
interests are in many cases literally staring Bankruptcy in 
the tac 


fiat tft 


the paraticl 


Open secret 


It is un Open secret that some persons have.begun 
to convert their Jamaican doilar currency holdings into 


US. dollars and to “er their cash ro sate overseas” 


bunk accounts as a hedge against an expected big 
desaluanon by year end and out of fear that the 
is fast returning to the cnsis-ndden days of 
the latter PNP years 


economy 


The word ‘recovery’ has been quietly dropped 
trom the vocabulary ot the Jamaican private sector as 
Jevp gloom and pessimism have replaced the cautious 


opumism of 1982 


\s a result, private sector opinion which was only 
recently so enthusiastically im tavour of the present 
government, its leader and its policies has begun to 
serrousiy, Question the JLP’s approach to the private 


sc. tor 


A sham 


The busmessmen speak about a communication 
Lip between the government generaily and the Prime 
Minister specitically,, om the one hand, and the private 
sector on the other, Secondly, there is a feeling that 
their views are totally ignored in policy matters and that 
while there re xtor oi at ge sector talk from the 
LP. the actions and policies ot the government are of a 
quite different character. 
There is a deep tecling in some business circles that 
the government's Commitment to treeing up the econ- 
omy is a sham and that governmenr regulation of the 
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private sector has actually increased over and above 
what obtained when the PNP was in power. 

Open criticisms are being voiced within business 
circles whicn suggest that the Prime Minister is making 
too many decisions; that he does not listen and 1s 
hostde to criticism; that he 1s surrounded by advisors 
who have no real grasp of the business sector; and thar 
he operates more like an economic Commissar than like 
a policy maker open to dialogue and consultation on 
policy Matte rs. 


The trade union !eaders are also upright. In spite of | 
the JLP BITU affiliation, trade umion opinion has 
porrased the government as generally being anti-union 
and anti-weorkers. Much 1s made of the past as a means 
ot stabilising and calming a potentially explosive labour 
relations situation where unrealistic wage demands are 
now becoming the order ot the day. 


To be sure, there is much that is wrong with the 
over-centraised mechanisms of decision-making in the 
governmen:. Many mistakes have been made bur there 
are no simple solutions to the policy problems this 
countr taces. As disillusionment with over-optimistic 
economic orojections of the JLP increases, there 1s 3 
real dange- here of various vested interests making a 
scapegoat ot the JLP leadership as a cover tor their own 
deticiencies. A great deal of that happened :n rhe 
Manles veirs and it was encouraged by hysterical ang 
one-sided press Commentary who pretended that Mi- 
gchael Manies and the “letr” were the beginning and the 
end of the countn’s economte problems. It was encour- 
aged also ov the then JLP opposition who ironically .s 
now on che recensing end of irrational thinking i 
he'ped to inieash 


Polituwal isms, rhetoric, caten phrases, messianic 
leadership and talse claims to financial wizardry have 
promised c-onomic solutions and tascinated us over the 
past 10 years bur they have delivered no real progress 
bevond empty pretensions. The country needs fo setrle 
down, take stock or itself and begin to accepe the tact 
no miracles are going to happen, and thar the way 
torward is going to be a hard and difticujt one 
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NEW FEATURES MARK START OF VOTER REGISTRATION DRIVE 
Updated Listing Operation 
Kingston THE DALLY GLEANER in English 22 Aug 83 p l 


[Text] Enumeration '83--The counting of persons eligible to vote in Jamaica 
elections--starts today. All persons 18 years old and over will be enumerated, 
so that their names can be placed on the new Voters’ List that is being 
prepared. 


Official notices on the air and in the press have 
been setting the stage for the start of the process, which 
is being carried out by the Electoral Office under the 
overall charge of the Minister in Charge of Electoral 
Matters, the Hon. J.A.G. Smith. 


Everyone living permanently in Jamaica and ordinarily resident 
in this country, or a Commonwealth citizen residing in Jamaica for 
one year or more, is eligible to be placed on the Voters’ List. 

Each person eligible for enumeration will be visited by a team 


of four authorised persons: an enumerator, a photographer, and two 
scrutineers. This team will function as a unit while the enumerator 
does the actual interviewing. 

Members of the public, and particularly those eligible to be 
placed on the Voters’ List, are being asked to co-operate with the 
team, in order that the enumeration process 1s carried out smoothly 
and efficiently. 

A message to the public from the Electoral Office says: “You 
can help by making yourself available when the enumeration team is 
likely to call. Anticipate the time of their visit by keeping a look-out 
for the commencement of enumeration in your area or street, and 
by judging how soon it will reach your door.” 

Another appeal to the public by the Electoral Office says: 
“Welcome the enumerator and answer all the questions promptly 
and correctly... Have your answers ready to questions such as What 
is your weight? What is your mother’s maiden name and place of 
birth? What is your father’s name and place of birth?” 

Under the slogan, “We're taking care elections are fair”, the 
campaign is urging citizens: “Register to vote. It’s your right.” 

The previous enumeration exercise, leading to the preparation 
of the Voters’ List, took place in mid-1980. This was in readiness 
for the General Election which was held on October 30 that year. 
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Identification Procedures 
Kingston THE DAILY CLEANER in English 23 Aug 83 pp 1, 13 


i\fext] <A major objective in the democratic process in Jamaica began yesterday 
when, tor the tirst time, enumeration of electors started with simultaneous 
photographing and thumb-printing of all persons qualified to vote in an elec- 
tion in this island. 


ihe new system, which is designed to chmmnate bogus votung or 
erher types of clectoral traud, has long been endorsed by the two major 
PONECAT parties as Necessary to secure the fundamental nght of electors to 





rote Iris being carned out by the Electoral Advisory Committee. 


breve ear ne dav in some areas 


cnhumerating teans, 


TT x four persons, went abour the 
Pyiieitte cif yore 4 iit persons dover the 
ye cot 1 rid created fro vote, en nig 


wed Ft tour members of the team 
Wluded the cnumerator, a photogsa- 


pher ond two scrunneers one trom 
cHhorot the mayor political pares 
, t¢ the aay, the teams m 


Hs alot the 9.902 polling dis isions, 
mhoewhnh the 60 parhgmentary constit 
cries are divaded, were on the road ar 
the startoot oan excrose thar will contin 
over the next twelve months and 
rie wreh oll ettorts wall be bent on 


crn niall of the over one million 
persons of IS vears and over who quality 
fey ent 1 itp | t fice 


ihis us the tirst tome that enumera- 
ror we beng accompamed by photog- 
miphor whose tuncuon form part of the 
iron cxercise and it 1s the firse 
Hine, too, that electors are having their 
photographs and thumb-prints taken, 
mnmecdare!s after the questionnaire is 
iimeinistered 
hit OLESTIONNAIRE secks to 
obtan mtornanon on the date and 
hice of berth. om cuparion and details ot 
wental tes: so that when the enumera- 
non ot the electors 1s completed, nor 
only ought the viral data about their 
lentiry to be entered on the torm, bur 
nH owill conta the thumb-prints and 
have theirs horographs attached. 


+ i\¢ | 


document, with the photograph 


; 


attached, will eventually be submurted 
to the Chet Electoral Office, and from 
it the clector’s identification card will be 
prepared. 

Photographing and thamb-ninung ot 
clectors as part of the enumeration 
excrcise has been the subject of ar 
undertaking to which the two majo 
political partics were committed son 
20 vears ago. In 1962, photographing of 
electors on a linuted scale took place 
during enumeration, bet on that occa 
sion, the clector Was enumerated and 
was obliged to go to a trauler to have his 
photograph taken 

A large number of those who were 
enumerated failed to turn up ar the 
trailers to hase their photographs taken, 
with the result that their names did not 
appear on the final Voters List 

Subsequently, when the independent 
tlectoral Advisory Commiuttee was ap 
pointed during the 1970's and given tull 
responsibility tor the conduct of clec- 
tions, the preparation of an identitica 
tion card for each elector, with his 
photograph and thumbprint imprinted 
was part of the mandate handed to that 
( ommuttee as the ideal towards which it 
should work 

COINCIDENT with the commence 
ment of vesterday s enumeration cxer 
ose, Prume Minister tdward Seaga 
appealed to all cinzens — “ot whatever 
party” —-to co-operate fully with the 
enumeration teams which will be sisit 


ing cach household in the isiand in the 


OmMing weeks. 
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bask sour all to gue the clectoral 
oftisvals ven fullest support, and 4 
especially urge all supporters of all 
parties to csc hew any acts of siolence oF 
mtrnnducon of clectoral offers so thar 
thes prowess, which os designed to secure 
vour most tundamental rights as fee 
citizens, may proceed as smoothly as 
possible, he sad 
Mr Seays sad that the enumeration 
cxcrose “marks o further step in the 
sifeguurding of our democrat process 
in that, for the trese time, all coizens 
whe are enumersted will be photo 
graphed with the objective of preparing 
mad msumng idenutiaton cards with 
builtin photographs to cach voter, This 
system 1s designed to reduce the poss 
bulity of electoral fraud, and won there 
lore in the mrereses of all to give ot thes 
support: 


At the cornstituencs level, the en 
meron ws under the direction of the 
Kerurning Otter. his assistant and an 
ottme attendant lhemw actus are 
being monitored by the Director of 
bhotons, Mr. Noel Lee, and members 
oft his staft 

In response to a query vesterday, Mr 
Lee sand that six Kegional Supervisors 
would be appomted, and given the 
pectic task of supervising the cnumera 


tron, on a regional basis, over the next 
tuclve months. He said the regsons had 
already been demarcated. 

The ‘ast enumeration took place 
during the period June ~, 1980 to June 6, 
196), during which over 990.000 electors 
were enumerated. 
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FOKMER DEPUTY P.M. PATTERSON PLANS RETURN TO POLITICS 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 23 Aug 83 pp 1, 13 


[Text] 

Mil’ l Patterson, tornmer Deputy suffered many indignities in silence, 
Mrine Minister and MP. tor Westinore anybody who attacks me, my character, 
Md South bast, ainounced on Sunday my dedication or my integrity, must 

understand that | will regard that as a 
his miention to seek re-election to declaration of war and | will respond to 
Varhancot tor that constituency in the it in proper fechion. 
next General blectons “| am not going out and attacking 

\ crowd estimated at 2,000 attended invbody — that has never been my 
the annual conterence of the constitu style”. 
omy at the Maud Mcleod Secondary Mr. Patterson went on: “At the 
School, Duarhston, Westmorclind, where present time there 1s a lot of discussion. 
tie GOnoumement was made. In his You read a im the press, you hear i 
peceh whieh came attr the regular even in the party — who is night trom 
comsntuens business had been con who 1s moderate trom who 1s lett. | 
ducted, Mr. Patterson said he “would don't care who 1s moderate from left. 
not tolerate PLN. members attacking My concern is who 1s a Democratic 
each other” Socialist. If that 1s what you are than | 

[his is a time tor peace, this is a am with you”. 
time tor love, thar 1s the way of my Mr. Patterson said he would accept 
purty, thar is the way of my people and the- mandate given by the constituency 
ins my way. | have thought very hard ima resolution passed at the meeting 
teers caretully what ss involved and | urging that he become the constitu- 
ne come to a decision,” he said... ency’s candidate from the next General 

J} want to make certain things abun- Election. —_ 
dantly clear. | want to state my commut Mr. Patterson was the MP. for 
mem to the principles of Democrat Westmorcland South-East from 1970 to 
Socialism as detined by the People’s 1980. He was a Vice-President of the 
Nanional Party. want to make it clear PNP. from 1969 until 1982 when he 
that bam a person committed to a sense decided not to seek re-clection to that 
of discipline and of unity. post. 

“ When one comrade feels that the He was defeated by 6,007 votes to 
foe sree tg sad ay: cxdhyatgand 4,952 in the October 30, 1980 General 
atracking, other ¢, | want to make 
it clear thar — alll. have Election by Mrs. Euphemia Williams, 
none ot that. And | want to make it one of the now Parliamentary Secretar 

cv at while m the pase L bewes ies tor Education 
CSO: %3298/900 
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POLICE *SICK-OUT' SETTLED AFTER MEETING WITH SHEARER 


Ramifications of Police Action 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 15 Aug 83 p 1 


[Text ] 


A ciaim that some 60 percent of the 6,116-member 
Police Federation were on the sick-out which began on 
Friday was made yesterday by the chairman of the 
Federation, Sgt. D. R. Buchanan. But on Friday the 
Commissioner of Police had told the Gleaner that only 
some 18 per cent of the Police Force had reported sick. 

He was unavailable yesterday for comment. 

In reacting yesterday to the call by the Minister of 
the Public Service thar he would meet with the Feder- 
ation’s executive today on condition that normality is 
restored, Sgt. Buchanan said that the Federation would 
not accept that condition. 


Sgt. Buchanan claimed that the public was in 
tavour of the Federation's action. 

On the political front only the communist Workers 
Party of Jamaica has come our in support of the sick- 
Out. 

The Police Federation, according to Mr. Buchanan, 
represents approximately 97 percent of the entire police 
force of 6,316. , 

Sgt. Buchanan said that some policemen were 
doing work of a “tactical security” nature in the interest 
of the nation, but they had expressed their sympathy to 
those on ‘sick-out. 

And in a statement yesterday PNP Opposition 
Leaders Michael Manley expressed the party's grave 
concern gver what he termed “the threat to public 
safety and security.” 


Mr. Manley said he was shocked at what he 
described as “the cavalier manner in which the govern- 
ment is handling the case .... In the public interest we 
call upon them to resume negotiations immediately and 
to work out a fair and jusr settlement in the context of 
the financial limitations which exist.” He expressed 
sympathy with those whom -he described as having 
“suffered as a consequence of the situation,”and ex- 
pressed his appreciation to the Special Constabulary 


Force. 
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SEVERAL SECURITY FIRMS reported yesterday 
an increase im the demand for their services over the 
week-end. Sevcral householders holding parties on 
private premuscs in Beverly Hills, Barbican, Mead- 


owbrook and Constant Spring arcas requested the 
services Of security tirms 

However, there were other secutiry tims that 
reported normal business. “We were expecting To get 4 
lot of calls throughout the stnke bur there 1 mothing 
new,” a spokesman tor one firm said. “We had no extra 
dunes to perform on the week-end”, another firm 
reported 

The Gleaner \carnt that while there was no 
cxcalation in senous comes there were incidents of 
street stealing For example a woman was robbed of her 
gold chain while waiting with a trend in a No 34 JOS 
bus on King Street. She reported the matter to two 
pole stations but was rold that that the police were 
not dealing with any cases 

The Gleaner understands that the matter will be 
discussed by the Cabinet today as a matter of urgency. 

The Jarnaica Defence Force has not been called 
out to assist the police. On Friday the Commissioner of 
Pole said thar the situation had not developed to a 
stage where such assistance was required. He had said 
then that the pubhc should not panic. 


Government Reaction to Demands 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 16 Aug 83 pp 1, 13 


hesaialil ee Government would have to resort to taxation which would mea 

netnitine * a a a if it is to meet the demands for higher fttnes 
aes being made by the Police Federation, the Mi ; M 

) iad nisterof L 

Public Service, the Hon J.A.G. Smith said yesterday afteracce abour and the 


Mr. Smith was speaking at his New Kingston offices yesterday at a 
press briefing at which he presented the Government's position on the five- 
day sick-out by members of the Police Federation to press their demand for 
increased allowances. 

A meeting between the Minister and 
the Pole Federation, which was sched- 
uled for 4 p.m. yesterday, fell through. 





“I must point out that not only ts 
there no budgetary funds to meet them 
the demands of the police), bur the 
Government would be placed in a posi- 
tion where it would be honour-bound 
to review the cases of equally deserving 
vectors of the public services —— Sectors 
whih have already met the national 
interest at this ame by accepting what 1s 
now possible within the lume of the 
$100-million which the Government ar 
this moment can provide for wage in 
crease in the public sector. 


“Such a course could end in in- 
creased taxation and disaster for this 
country and tor each and every one of 
you, each and every police officer, each 
and every adult, each and every chiid™ 

He said that the Government could 
provide only $100-million in increased 
pay for the public sector for this finan- 
cial year and that $15-muillion of this 
was offered to the police for this year, 
as part Of a $22.3 million two-year 
otter 








“The tederation’s demand over and 
sbox. this otter would cost an additia- 
nal $14.8 million in the first year alone,” 
Mr. Smith said 

Kefernng to the Government's offer 
us “the largest regrading in money ever 

vedilat ke to the police °.. the 
past ten years’, the Minister pointed out 
other aspects of the current dispute: 
The police were willing to accept Bhe 
mereases, he nored, “but wish the appli 
cation date ro be ist Apnl 1983, rather 
than July | which all other public sector 
workers have agreed on in the national 
interest 

On Sunday, the chairman of the 
Polue Federation, Sgr. D. R. Buchanan, 
had claimed that 60 per cent of the 
6,116 members of the police force were 
on sick-out. In a statement on Saturday 
and again on Sunday, the chairman said 
that the police on sick-out would not 
return to normal work unnl Mr. Smith. 
decided to meet with the Federation. 

Explaining the reasons for the 
cancellation of the meeting set for 
yesterday, the Mumnister said the Feder- 


non “was quite definite that they had’ 


not made a call tor the restoration of 
normals which would have created a 
climate to allow a meeting to take 
place” 

The Minister said the police must 
resume duties before he could meet 
with them. Said Mr. Smith: “One of the 
main planks of Government's policy is 
that negotiation should be free, which 
means that no side shoukd be asked to 
negotiate under duress or threat”. This, 
he said, had been communicated to the 
tederat.on. 

And responding to the claims of 60 
per, cent swk-out made by the Feder- 
anion, Mr. Smith quoted figures which 
he said were the result of a parish-by- 
parish survey done by 12 noon yester- 
day, and which showed thar only 20 per 
cent of the regular policemen were not 
on duty. 

Mr. Smith complained that the Fed- 
eration did not handle “this matter in 
rhe mermal exr ected manner of ABVising 
the Ministry of the Public Service which 
is the negotiating arr, of Government 
and with whom th.y had been conduc- 
rion negotiations”. 
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The chairman ot the Federation. on 


his part, had complained that the Min 
ister, rather than Communicating to his 
organization 
nicated his messages through the news 


directly, had commu- 
media. Stee 

Mr. Smith said he heard of the polne 
“industrial action” from the micdia. Sgt. 
Buchanan said he heard abour the call 
for a meeting through the media. 

The claims being made by the Feder- 
ution are: a 100 per cent increase in the 
police special allowances; additonai in- 
creases in the house allowances; and the 
implementation of the increases from 
Apol 4 rather than July 4 as the Govern- 
Ment is proposing. 

“Given the fact that we are already 
faced with the necessity to make a 
Budget cut of $149-million in the cur- 
rent financial year, where would the 
Federasion suggest we cut further to 
finance their demands?” the Minister 
ash ed. 

“On behatf of the nation, | wish ro 
thank the 80 per cent, who are the vast 
majority, who have remained m thers 
posts carrying out their obligations and 
Asponsibilities tu the COUNT TY; and alse 
to say a special word ot thanks to those 
members of the Special Constabular: 
Force who have readily assumed certatr 
additional sesponsibilities im certair 
areas,” he said. 

A check by the Gleaner on the 
streets of the Corporate Area and a 
various police stations yesterday showec 
that very few uniformed policemer 
were on duty. A total of five uniformec 
regular policemen were seen on duty it 
the downtown section of the Corporat< 
Area, while not one uniformed regula. 
or special constabulary policeman was 
seen in the uptown shopping plaza: 
which are normally frequented by che 
police on foot patrol. Most of the 
stores were being guarded by private 
security guards. 

One pelice radso patrot car with 
what two plain-clothes policemen was 
seen in the Constant Spring area, while 
at the Centsal Pohve Station at Fas: 
Queen Street, the compound was empty 
except for vans and a few plam-clothes 

men in the yard of the station. 
. Meanwhile, the sick-out enters its 
sixth day today. 











Report on Settlement 


: 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 17 Aug 83 pp l, 11 


i\Text| Members of the Police force began returniiug to work yesterday after- 
noon, ending their six-day sick-out on the instruction of the Central Execu- 
tive of the Police Federation after the Executive had had a meeting with the 
‘t Hon Hugh Shearer, Deputy Prime Minister, in his acting capacity as Minis- 
ter of National Security and Justice and with the Commissioner of Police, Mr 
Joseph Williams. 
4 “new twist” has entered the proceedings, ansing from the 
meeting, Federation chairman, Sergeant D. Ricardo Buchanan, told 
the Gleaner 


As a result of the “new twist”, he 
sid, “we are going to propose some- 





thing” to the tull meeting of the Feder- The sick-our was telt across the 
ion at 2 p.m. today at the Federation island with the Government amd the 
headquarters on tast Street, in Kings- Federation claimang different levels of 
aaa suppgrt. Mr. Smith pur the figure ar 20 
A similar emergency meeting of the per cent whrle Sgr. Buchaman claimed a 
tederation last Thursday had votra to 6) per cent response. 
take “wnmediate positive action” in sup . Special constables and district con- 
curt ot wage and frnnge benefits de stables carned out the additional duties. 
nands on the Government. The acnon Yesterday's meeting which paved the 
would continue unul the demands were way, in the words of the Federation, for 
net. the motion had stated “members omleave to rediime normali- 
las cetng will also consider ty”, followed a meeting between the 
o proceed with the negouanons. A Fedgration’s Executive anc the Comms 
whines ‘ the Mireter of La Pon cr and the Police High Command 
; the lvublu Service, the Hon. yesterday morning 
and the executive of the The tederation also met with them 
Federation has also been set tor Friday on Friday. 
rong. the Gleaner understands MR. SHEARER, WHO since Mon- 
'HE DECISION TO return to nor- day has been acting as Minister of 
nai work was also issued after the National Security and Justice, in place 
Federation had consdared cage!ully che of the Hon. Winston Spaulding, who ts 
oublie’s safety and protection, Sgr. Bu- ill, was praised by Sgt. Buchanan for his 
chanan said part in the successful meeting. 
4 meeting set tor Monday afternoon Of Mr. Shearer, Sgt. Buchanan said: 
between Mr. Smith and the Federation “It was the most decent way the 
through in the absence of normal Federation has been spoken to since 
v@rk among the rank-and-tile of the start of the negotiations”, adding: “The 
more than 6,000 members of the Jamai- atmosphere was fnendly and there was 
ca Constabulary Force, wo, from the no hasrility”. 
rank of inspector down, are represented Leader of the Opposition, Mr.Mi- 
hy the Federation chael Mantey, on behalf of the PNP 
[he three demands being made by executive, yesterday telegraphed Mr. 
the Federation and on which the nego- Shearer callmg on the Government “ro 
riarions had bogged down, leading to resume negotiations immediately and 
the sick-our, are: work out a fair and just settlement”. 


The telegram which was sent after 


100 per cent increase in special . 
©2 ‘© the P.N.P Executive had discussed on 


allowances, v 

e the redressing of “serous” house Monday night the “grave national situa- 
i 2 on tron consequent on the impasse berween 
an alae" the Government and the Federation”, 


@ the application date of payment 
under the contract to be retroactive fo 
| April 1 rather than july 1. 


suggested a three-man board of enquiry 
to look ito the matter sf the call could 
not be implemented. 


CSO: 3298/90] 











COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


LUXURY GOODS IMPORTS FROZEN; RAW MATERIALS GET PRIORITY 
Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE in English 14 Aug 83 p 3 


(Text} Kingston, Jamaica, Saturday (CANA)--Jamaica, short on foreign 
exchange, has put a freeze on the approval of licences for the importation 
of non-essential and luxury items and is giving priority to raw materials, 
Industry and Commerce Minister, Douglas Vaz, has announced. 


"Instructions have been given by me to the Trade Board that applications 
for non-essential and luxury items will not be entertained," Vaz said in a 
newspaper interview. "These applications are pointless because they will 
not be entertained." 


Emphasis is now on raw materials, "and in the case of capital goods, only 
on those which are productive and are geared toward the export efforts," 
the Minister said. 


This is a statement that will be welcomed by several sectors here, includ- 
ing the Opposition, who have been sharply critical of the Government's 
import policy. 


Jamaica is in severe economic problems and following its earlier failure 
of an International Monetary Fund (IMF) performance test, the Government 
was forced to cut its import budget for 1982-83 by US$159 million, bring- 
ing it down to $].22 billion. 


The allocation for consumer goods was chopped by US$53 million and that for 
capital goods by $101 million. 


At the time of the cut the Government also made it mandatory for a wide 
range of imported products to be paid for on Jamaica's so-called parallel 
currency exchange market operated by commercial banks. 


Some basic food and health items and government payments are still trans- 
acted at the less expensive official exchange rate of J$1.78 for US$1, but 
in the scramble for hard currency importers are paying banks up to J$3.50 
for USS1, business officials here have complained. 


This rate compares to the J$2.76 banks were initially asking at the time of 
the formalisation of the tiered exchange rate system. 


CSO: 3298/918 














COUNTRY SECT LON JAMAICA 


BRIEFS 


REVENUE INCREASE--The government's income tax collections of J$304 million 
were increased by almost 25 percent during the first 5 months of 1983 
compared to the same period of 1982 (J$245 million). Although January 
1983 collections were down on 1982, all the other 4 months showed much 
larger collections. Over $164 million was collected in the month of 

March alone-~the first time that over $100 million has been collected in 
any one month. Total collections for 1982 were $592 million. [Currency 
expressed in Jamaica dollars] [Text] [FL261243 Kingston THE DAILY 
GLEANER in English 20 Aug 83 p 1] 


CSO: 3298/1304 





COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


SINALOA POLITICAL SCENE, UPCOMING ELECTIONS DISCUSSED 

Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 Aug 83 
[Six-part article by EXCELSIOR correspondent Carlos Canton Zetina] 
[Part I: 15 Aug 83 pp 1, 16] 


[Text] Culiacan, Sinaloa, 14 August--Nepotism, government corruption, rightist 
orientation of the state government, a shift in the politicians toward backing 
business owners, police repression, division among the PRI [Institutional 
Revolutionary Party] groups and uneasiness among the population comprise a 
critical political situation in this state, where PRI will again be put to the 
test in the coming elections and, for the first time, may lose the most impor- 
tant municipalities: Culiacan, Mazatlan, Los Mochis and Mocorito. 


And while the people's dissatisfaction with the state authorities grows, oppo- 
sition parties such as PAN [National Action Party] and PSUM [Unified Socialist 
Party of Mexico] in particular are waging intense campaigns on the eve of the 
replacement of the 18 local mayors' offices and 23 local deputyships this 
November. 


Since the defeats inflicted on the party in power in the states of Chihuahua 
and Durango on 3 July, the elections in Sinaloa are discerned as another demon- 
stration of strength by the parties opposing the Institutional Party. 


Political leaders, lawyers, agrarian leaders and researchers have cited the 
risks that will confront PRI in the next elections (the closest ones to 
take place in a major state), chiefly as a result of the lack of political 
control. 


A widespread malaise has been created among the population by Governor Antonio 
Toledo Corro's eagerness to bring business owners or prominent individuals with 
known right-wing affiliations into public administration, and the following 
are examples of this: 


1. Roberto Tamayo, current municipal president of Culiacan, is acknowledged to 
be one of the richest farmers in Culiacan Valley. 
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2. Jaime Ibarra Montano, mayor of Ahome, has been identified as one of the 
leaders of local private enterprise. 


3. Jose H. Rico, municipal president of Mazatlan, has a background as a pros- 
perous banker. 

4. Jose Ramon Fuentevilla, secretary of finance for the state government, was 
a banker before he held a post in public administration. 


5. Ernesto H. Ortegon, who currently serves as secretary of food in the Toledo 
Corro government, was and is a prominent leader of the CODEREPE Group, the 
agroindustrial unit with headquarters in Ahome, the largest in the state. 


6. Jaime Sevilla, secretary of public works in the state government, has spent 
his entire life as a contractor, and amassed a large fortune in that business. 


Now, on the eve of the elections for mayors and local deputies, there is annoy- 
ance among the residents of Sinaloa at Toledo Corro's insistence that PRI run 
as candidates individuals who have been repudiated for their connections with 
private enterprise or for their proven inefficiency. 


fhe National Action Party has not concealed its gratification at this situa- 
tion, and its leaders have even stated publicly that, in the coming elections, 
"there will be only the PAN candidates and those nominated by Toledo Corro." 


One fact that has contributed to the people's uneasiness is the state governor's 
position of removing mayors and deputies to run them as candidates in the elec- 
tions to be held in November. "Castling of kings" and decisions made superfi- 
cially have already caused problems such as those in the seventh and twelfth 
electoral districts, in which there are no popular representatives since Toledo 
Corro allowed the local deputies (office-holders and alternates) to request 
leaves of absence so as to have the legal status to be candidates in November. 


Division Among PRI Members 


Splits and lack of coordination and even of organization are obvious among 
PRL sectors. For example, the peasant sector has been weakened and worn out, 
because it is divided into several political movements. One is headed by 
Adrian Gonzalez, in overt conflict with Francisco Alarcon Fregoso (a close 
collaborator of Toledo Corro); because both are engaged in a premature strug- 
yle for control of the Sinaloa peasants. Alarcon, with a long-standing mili- 
tancy in CNC [National Peasant Confederation], is a personal friend of Mario 
Hernandez Posadas, the future national leader of the National Peasant Confe- 
deration. 





Another peasant group is led by Federal Deputy Homobono Rosas Rodriguez, 
former head of the state's League of Agrarian Communities. 


The PRI labor sector, for its part, remains without a political leadership 
and without submission to Toledo Corro. Actually, it is coordinated from 
Mexico City by Alfonso G. Calderon, despite the fact that the CTM [Confedera- 
tion of Mexican Workers] leader in the state is Senator Juan S. Millan. 











And on the eve of elections, the popular sector has just had its state leader- 
ship replaced. Now, perforce, it will have to contribute to the PRI candi- 
dates’ campaign. 


ln that sector, the split became evident a month ago, when the CNOP [National 
Confederation of Popular Organizations] leader in the state, Deputy Germinal 
Aramburo, refused to attend the ceremony at which he was replaced in the post 
by Fortunato Alvarez Castro. Aramburo has expressed his dissatisfaction to 
Toledo Corro. 


The current political situation (replete with improvisations and improper poli- 
tical games) has been worsened by the fact that the PRI state managing committee, 
which was reorganized only 3 months ago, is now promoting its head to occupy 

the mayor's office in Culiacan or to hold a local deputyship. The public 
considers this a mistake on the part of Toledo Corro, because Jorge Romero 
Zazueta might possibly be an efficient people's representative, but would be 

a poor PRI candidate at this time when the opposition has been strengthened. 

In fact, he is credited with ability and an extensive administrative career, 

but his gruff, introverted personality has prevented him from waging a lively 
election campaign against his charismatic rivals. 


Concurrently, the people consider it unfair to have ousted politicians with 
long careers who are effective and honest, for the sake of putting in the 
government or running as candidates in the next elections business owners or 
individuals who have been repudiated. Those who have been removed include 
Mario Niebla, Enrique Pena Batiz, Manuel Tarriba and Jesus Hernandez. 


Another undeniable symptom of division in PRI: Jose Rico Mendila, outgoing 
municipal president of Mazatlan, has been unwilling to accept the resignation 
of the town hall treasurer, Luis Fuentevilla Pelaez,who wants to leave that 
post to try for the PRI candidacy for the mayor's office. 


In Mazatlan there is indignation among the people at the state government's 
despicable maneuvers to discredit Humberto Rice Garcia, the PAN candidate for 
the municipal presidency, whom it accuses of alleged guilt of fraud committed 
against the local drinking water board, of which Rice was only honorary 
general coordinator. In this connection, the PAN leaders Jorge del Rincon 
and Rigoberto Lopez stated today that Rice is ready to prove that this is a 
political maneuver by Toledo Corro, in view of the absence of PRI candidates 
to run against PAN. 


The 13 Resignations 


A total of 13 Toledo Corro government officials, as well as mayors and deputies, 
have submitted their resignations or requested a leave of absence in order to 

be legaliy qualified for selection by PRI as its cardidates, following which 
(next Wednesday) the pertinent notice will be issued. 


This situation, which obviously shows the inability of the governor and the 
state PRI leaders to find or retrieve politicians with recognized membership 














in the Institutional Party, has caused a considerable number of problems in 
public administration and in some mayors' offices. 


(hose who have resigned include four municipal presidents: Elvia Mundo de 
Navarro, of Choix, who will be a candidate for local deputy; Emilio Alvarez 
[barra, of El Fuerte, who will also seek a deputyship with PRI backing; Bernar- 
do Rivero Acosta, of Mocorito, also to vie for a deputyship; and Oscar Osuna, 
of Concordia, who is similarly seeking a seat in the local congress. 


(he "“castling of kings" is the order of the day: Rivero Acosta, mayor of Moco- 
rito, requested a leave of absence to depart from his job and contend for the 
deputyship of the seventh electoral district; and the deputy for the latter, 
Crisanto Gonzalez Rosas, asked for leave to seek the office of mayor of Moco- 
rito. 


‘here is dissatisfaction among the people of Mocorito, because they unanimous- 
ly reject Bernardo Rivero Acosta, whose brother, Manuel, has been the adminis- 
trator of the Las Cabras farm, worth millions, which belongs to Toledo Corro. 
However, the protests have been futile. The governor refuses to heed the 
complaints of the residents of that municipality. 


‘here is unrest in Mazatlan as well. It has been learned that the PRI candi- 
date for mayor will be Ricardo Medrano Fillippini, former director of police 
ind tratfic in the state, whose record is not very good. 


‘he deputies who requested a leave of absence in order to be PRI candidates 
for other positions with Toledo Corro's support (although he denies it) are 
jaime Cecena Imperial, of the second district; Crisanto Gonzalez Rosas, of 

the seventh; Francisco Ramirez Corrales, of the thirteenth; and Marcos Urias 
Sotomayor, of the twelfth. The latter has also encountered the people's abso- 
lute rejection, because he is a lawyer who has always practiced his profession 
in the Federal District, and now, without any roots in Cosala, he wants to be 
municipal president. 


Other loyal followers of Toledo Corro who have left their positions are the 
‘ecretaries of the town halls of Mazatlan, Carlos Peraza Zamudio; of Salvador 
\lvarado, Fernando Diaz de la Vega; and of Sinaloa de Leyva, Jose Maria Verduz- 
co; as well as the treasurer of El Fuerte, Humberto Galaviz; the revenue col- 
lector of Sinaloa de Leyva, Eduardo Solorio; the state director of police and 
traffic, Ricardo Medrano; the alternate deputies, Maria Luisa Solis Payan and 
Dora Maria; and the chief of public works for El Fuerte, Armando Apodaca. 


‘Part IL: 16 Aug 83 pp l, 8 | 


|fext] Culiacan, Sinaloa, 15 August--A total divorce between the government 
ind the people (in the judgment of PAN) and the antidemocratic position of 
1lliance with the ruling plutocracy in the government headed by the chief 
executive Antonio Toledo Corro (according to the Autonomous University of 
Sinaloa [UAS]) have given rise to "an obvious weakening" of PRI in this state. 


"The Institutional Party could suffer a historic defeat" in the coming 
elections for mayors and local deputies in November. In agreement with this 











statement are the representatives of two opposing political movements: 
jorge del Rincon,PAN candidate for the municipal presidency of Culiacan, 
and Jorge Medina Viedas, rector of UAS. 


Hoth add that there is disillusionment among the citizens regarding the govern- 
ment of Sinaloa, and each gives the grounds for his views: 


According to Medina Viedas, who has been politically opposed to Toledo Corro 
ever since the latter assumed the governorship, PRI has lost consensus in 
Sinaloa, owing mainly to the "political obstinacy" of the current state 
yovernor and the increasingly close bend between the private sector and the 
local government. 


The rector claims that the only way to curb the obvious rightist orientation 
in the state is for the governors, beginning with Toledo Corro, to behave 
with a view toward the people, and not toward the plutocracy, as has been 
the case thus far. 


He stresses that the fact that the Sinaloa government palaces are becoming 
increasingly inhabited and run by ranchers who are uncultivated, but million- 
aires is disturbing. 


He adds that the PRI's weakness is very real, but claims that it is not clear; 
noting that it will be the right or the left that benefits in the next elec- 
tions. To be sure, if the party in power is defeated by the opposition, "it 
will mean a historic defeat, not only for PRI but also for the people and for 
Sinaloa, which has always been typified by its liberal tradition.” 


He is of the opinion that, in the Toledo Corro government, there has not been 
any solution with dialog, and that the democratic tradition has been undermin- 
ed by the arrogant, pro-business position, with a lack of respect for dissi- 
dence, on the part of the state governor. 


PRI Is Asleep 


Del Rincon, a prosperous business owner who describes himself as "very Catho- 
lic and disappointed with the current political system," thinks that PAN has 
become strengthened because people no longer view that party as the perpetual 
loser, and because they are by now tired of the neglect to which they have 
been subjected by the PRI rulers. 


Del Rincon explains: "But we have also been strengthened as a party, because 
we have taken the trouble to run the best people as candidates, regardless 
of whether they are business owners, professionals or ordinary workers; and, 
of course, because the Mexican people have a great deal of religious spirit, 
and they realize that PAN is respectful of their beliefs." 


Nevertheless, in response to a question from the reporter, he denies that 
there is an alliance between the Church and PAN in Sinaloa, and even doubts 
that it existed in Chihuahua during the last elections in that state. 
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(Del Kincon has already spent a month in an election campaign; he has toured 
nearly the entire municipality of Culiacan, whose population he has constantly 
bombarded with written and verbal propaganda and that issued in televised 
messages. Meanwhile, PRI has not yet nominated a candidate. ) 


Del Rincon announces: "If the people elect me municipal president, I shall 
govern on wheels, Yes, sir; I shall set up an office in a vehicle, and set out 
for the settlements and townships of Culiacan to solve the people's problems 
along the way.” 


The PAN candidate lists the important points in his government program, in the 
event that he defeats PPI: 


|. Feonomic strengthening of the municipality. 


2. Provision of public services, which are now "totally deficient" in Culiacan, 
such as the introduction of drainage and drinking water, street paving, electri- 
fication and park construction. 


s. Administrative decentralization, "because one cannot be a one-man band; one 
must delegate authority. This is what the PRI governors have failed to do 
here. ” 

4. Permanent auditing in the town hall, and monthly reports on the financial 
statements. 

5. A guarantee for honest, efficient and adequate public safety in the entire 
town; because proper police vigilance is lacking. 


6. Constant communication and contact with the people. 


(Del Rincon, who is over 50 years of age, gave a name to the station wagon in 
which he is conducting his campaign: "The Change.” He drinks coffee in the 
voters’ residences and recently ran 5 kilometers during a marathon which was 
part of his effort for proselytism. Meanwhile, PRI has not yet decided who its 
candidate will be.) 


tical Abandonment in Sinaloa 


incon declares: “PAN has also acquired strength and entrenchment in Sinaloa 
use it is the party that has achieved a duration of 40 years with doctrinal 
principles that are very much in keeping with the human nature and sensibility 
of the Mexican." 


He claims tha. the people will not tolerate further growth in the Mexican state, 
because it "detracts space from freedom and limits options." He cautions: "The 
Mexicans do not want to have just one boss.” 


According to the PAN member who wants to govern this municipality of 600,000 
inhabitants, with an explosive demographic growth (between 7 and 8 percent 
per year), there has been obvious political abandonment of the people by the 
state and municipal government. 














(it has been learned here that Jorge Romero Zazueta, aged 3#, will be the PRI 
candidate for municipal president of Culfacan, and hence the rival of Jorge del 
Kincon. Undersecretary of government for the then governor, Valdes Montoya, a 
najor official in the adminitstratton of Alfonso G. Calderon, former chairman of 
the Conciliation and Arbitration Board, secretary of government for Toledo 
Corro and current president of the state °KIL, Romero Zazueta nevertheless has 

i well-earned reputation for being inaccessible. His electoral battle against 
4a popular Del Rincon will be difficult. ) 


[n local political circles the rumor 1s gaining intensity claiming that PRI 
has not yet issued its notice for the coming elections and hence “has not 
unvelled” its candidates for mayor and local deputy because of the severe 
conflicts and pressures that have broken out among PRI sectors, some of whose 
representatives disagree with the decisions that Governor Toledo Corro is 
attempting to make. 


Lspecially contested is the state governor's eagerness to impose Romero Zazue- 
ta, aS soon as there 1s an opportunity, as municipal president of Culiacan, 
displacing a highly esteemed politician. 


[Part II1l: 17 Aug 83 pp 1, 17) 


[Excerpts] Cullacan, Sinaloa, 16 August--The private sector, which concen- 
trates political and economic power and controls the news media in the state, 
is determined to gain more positions in the town h-:ls and the local congress, 
despite the concern of vast sectors of the population which think that Sinaloa 
is sliding into a dangerous course that could turn it into an island of extreme 
right-wing business-owning preeminence. 


fhis correspondent was told by engineer Francisco Solano, head of the Sinaloa 
Husiness Owners Center: "We are not seeking political posts for personal or 
selfish reasons. We simply want change, and PRI is no longer the option. It 
has never paid any attention to us." And he categorically announced: "The 
option is PAN, because {ts ideology is reconcilable with that of the business 


4 ' 
owners. 


With the sympathy and even overt backing of Governor Antonio Toledo Corro, 
opposing a neutralized, vacillating PRI, with a divided CNOP and a labor 
sector that 1s a target of all the attacks from private enterprise, the latter 
is preparing to wage a harsh electoral battle, for which it will use thousands 


of farm laborers whom it controls. 


Senator Juan S. Millan, secretary general of the Sinaloa Workers Federation 
(CT), claims that, at the order of the agrarian bourgeoisie, over 150,000 
peasants working in agricultural packing plants and on the planting and har- 
vesting of garden produce have been exploited and are living without housing 
or fair wages, as well as lacking proper protection from IMSS [Mexican Social 
Security Institute] 


it is public knowledge that the large agricultural business owners of Sinaloa 
control the peasant agencies and groups, using them as masses for uncondition- 
al support, or as a political springboard. 








{a his construction company office, Solano admits that there is in this state 
in insurgent movement against PRI, but explains that it is not composed merely 
of business owners, “but rather, 80 percent of it consists of other groups, 
such as professionals, teachers, students and housewives." 


[he tact is that many of the PAN and PRI candidates for the 18 mayors' offices 
ind 23 local deputyships will be business owners or individuals associated 
with the private sector. 

At the present time, business men not only have positions in the Toledo Corro 
cabinet, but have also gained a federal deputyship, three local deputyships 
ind the four most important municipal presidencies in Sinaloa; in addition to 
wuich they have the national leadership of the garden produce growers and the 
chickpea growers. They also own newspaper, radio broadcasting and television 
companies, hotels and other business firms; they control the exports of food 
and agricultural raw materials, and wield a decisive influence on livestock 


raising, small farm ownership and the hog-raising and poultry raising of the 
nation. 


Nefarious Control of Peasants 


\udomar Ahumada Quintero, who resigned as local deputy to be the PSUM candidate 
tor municipal president of Culiacan, maintains that the agricultural bourgeoisie 
in Culiacan keeps a nefarious control over thousands of peasants, whom it has 
ready AS mass supporters or incapacitated persons, while an entire counterrevo- 
'utionary movement is being formed in this state. 

le also complains of the state government's persecution and repression directed 
against opposition groups, including PAN and PST [Socialist Workers Party]. 

The Toledo Corro government is engaged in a maneuver against Ahumada Quintero, 
consisting of the "revival" of an incident (apparently an illegal one) that 
occurred in 1981 in an attempt to take legal action against him. 


(he PSUM member claims that the governor's attitude actually reflects the 


lack of cadres and assets in PRI with which to face the approaching electoral 
process. 


Generally speaking, he adds, there have beeu threats against PSUM and PAN 
candidates, while PST has been disqualified from participating in the next 


elections; and this was a result of a "pettifogging maneuver with which we 


ire not in agreement,” he adds. 
they Exploit reasaits 


In an interview granted to this correspondent, Senator Juan S. Millan explains 
that the large farmers producing garden produce have earned sizable profits, 
noting that, during the 1981-82 season, they had earnings of half a million 
pesos per hectare of tomatoes planted. During the next season, 1982-83, the 
profits were far larger. Nevertheless, the farm laborers live under depress- 
ed conditions, in huts and cardboard shacks, without drinking water or 











sanitary facilities, during the 6 or 7 months that the harvesting of garden 
produce lasts. 


He adds that there are over 150,000 workers, who come primarily from the states 
of Oaxaca, Durango, Michoacan and Guanajuato, and the mountainous area of Sina- 
loa, involved. 


He announces that he is taking action to have the Federal Congress, during its 
next session, change the IMSS law and its regulations, so that the workers who 
are rendering service in the agricultural packing plants will be considered to 
have the same rights that any plant worker has. 


At present, he claims, the agreements signed between Social Security and the 
large farmers are disadvantageous for the farm laborers, who do not receive 
complete medical care nor the corresponding compensation for temporary or 
permanent disability. 


|Part IV: 18 Aug 83 pp 1, 16, 17] 


[Excerpts] Mocorito, Sinaloa, 17 August--"Let PRI heed us carefully; if it 

makes another mistake here, we shall cease to be PRI members; but, if not, 

there will be an end t«~ abstentionism and we shall clear out the opposition 

in Mocorito."” This was stated in a serious tone (reflecting determination and 
disappointment simultaneously) by the town's physician, the judge of the first 
instance, the teacher from an elementary school, an SARH [Secretariat of Agri- 
culture and Water Resources] official, the merchants’ leader and other repre- 
sentatives of the “community leaders" of this municipality of 70,000 inhabitants. 


One common goal unites them: rejection of the PRI precandidates for municipal 
president and local deputy. And this is the essential reason that they give 
aS an argument: The previous mayor turned Mocorito into an island, because 

he refused to build a bridge, while the former legislator never again returned 
for a stay here after his election campaign. 


Now, in what the residents of Mocorito consider a cruel trick, PRI is attempt- 
ing a “castling of the king” here, by running the former local deputy as a 
candidate for mayor, and selecting as a candidate for legislator the one who 
has just left the municipal presidency. 


But the people's dissatisfaction does not exist in Mocorito alone, but also in 
other Sinaloa municipalities, whose residents have expressed their repudiation 
for the PRI precandidates. This holds true in Culiacan, where, with the back- 
ing of the party in power, the state governor has attempted to impose Jorge 
Romero Zazueta (of an inaccessible nature and rejected by the populace) and 
Lauro Diaz Castro (one of the leading and wealthiest farmers) as municipal 
president and local deputy, respectively. 


Meanwhile, with PRI's delay in issuing the notice for the registration of the 
candidates, there is an atmosphere of political excitement throughout the entire 
state, and the conflicts among groups of political bosses and even among the 











thor, popular, peasant, women’s and youth sectors of the Institutional Party 
weking the 16 mayors’ ottices and 23 local deputyships, the holders of which a 
must be replaced during the election on 6 November. 


in tact, whereas PAN and PSUM have already selected their candidates in the 
.tate's major municipalities, and have been engaged in intensive election 
campaigns for the past 1 and a half or 2 months, PRI is makinz daily postpone- 
ments of its notice which would provide for the "unveiling" of its candidates. 


fhe state PRI president, Romero Zazueta, has refused to give information on 
the delay in the notice, while Teofilo Borunda, that party's general delegate 


in Sinaloa, is spending most of his time in the Federal District or relaxing 
in Mazatlan. 


Fierce Battle for Positions 


fhe lack of political control in Sinaloa is reflected in the bitter disputes in 
some municipalities, particularly Culiacan, Mazatlan, Navolato and Los Mochis, 
nm the part of political bosses and PRI sectors themselves, seeking the mayors' 
offices and local deputyships, and even the council seats in the town halls. 


ir example, in Navolato, the battle has broken out again between the peasant 
leader Yamaguchi Hernandez and the labor representative Francisco Ramirez 

rrales, a former deputy. Both are PRI members. The former has overt backing 
trom Governor Toledo Corro, and the CNC leader in the state, Adrian Gonzalez 
Garcia. The latter is supported by the labor leaders Salvador Esque. and Fidel 
Velazquez, the top-ranking CIM leader in the country. Ultimately, there is 
every indication that Toledo Corro will win the contest. 


in Culiacan, the governor is also bent on having PRI run as a candidate for 
mayor Jorge Romero Zazueta, the party's president in Sinaloa, who is repudiated 
by the population, especially the peasants, whom he regards as "dirty" and 
A: 1 7 ? al 

foul-smelling. 


Mazatlan, the governor apparently retreated, and will no longer fight to 
ive PRL run Ricardo Medrano Filipini as a candidate for municipal president. 
ording to unofficial accounts, the "good one" will be Quirino Ordaz Luna, 
rezional coordinator of CEPES [PRI Center for Political, Economic and Social 
tudies] in the southern part of the state. Medrano Filipini will be left like 
the dog with the two cakes; because he resigned as director of state traffic 
ind transportation after he received a "bid" from Toledo Corro, who abandoned 
nim in the end. 


in Ahome, the municipal capital of which is Los Mochis, the state governor 
is insisted upon backing his friend, Guillermo Elizondo, but it seems certain 
iat the PRI candidate for mayor will be Felipe Moreno Rosales, president of 
the municinal PRI, who is also protected by Toledo Corro, but rejected by the 
nomic groups, particularly the farmers. 
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[In Concordia, the candidate "bound" to the mayor's office is Eduardo Vizcarra, 
who nevertheless has not fulfilled the legal requirement to resign in a timely 
manner as secretary of the town hall; but he is backed by Toledo Corro. Margari- 
ta Garcla Beltran, the PRI undersecretary of electoral action for the state, 
might take the opportunity away from Vizcarra. 


in the municipality of Salvador Alvarade, there is every indication that PRI 
will run as its candidate Hugo Lopez Perez, the current PRI leader who has 
popular support. An attempt was made to commit an injustice against him, 
because PRI originally wanted to back for the mayor's office Fernando Diaz de 
la Vega, who resigned a few days ago as secretary of the town hall. 


In Mocorito, it is considered a fact that, despite the popular protests, PRI 
will run as a candidate for mayor Crisanto Gonzalez Rosas, who has the backing 
of the National Union of Educational Workers. 


in Angostura, conflicts have been triggered among political bosses over power, 
but PRI has apparently already decided in favor of Heriberto Vega Soto, head 
of the Production Communal Farm Union. There might be protests and dissatis- 
faction there too. 


Other precandidates who are considered to be "bound" to hold a mayor's office 
although PRI has not yet unveiled them are: Jacobo Mi~anda, in Choix; Jaime 
Humberte Cecena Imperial, in El Fuerte; Eduardo Solorio Gamez, in Sinaloa de 
leyva; Octavio Lara Salazar, in Badiraguato; Marcos Urias Sotomayor, in Cosala; 
Jesus Manuel Escoboza, in San Ignacio; Mario Pechir Rubio, in El Rosario; and 
Rufino Pardo, in Escuinapa. 


in the municipality of Elota, the "good one” appears to be Trinidad Rodriguez, 
but he might be sacrificed at the last minute to give that position to the 
[Independent Peasants Confederation. Rodriguez also belongs to the peasant 
sector, but to that of CNC. 


Meanwhile, the PRI women's sector is also engaged in maneuvers to hold more 
political positions than the one it already has assured with Elba Mundo de 
Navarro, who will certainly be run by PRI as a candidate for local deputy of 
the first local district. They also wanted Eduviges Vega Padilla, regional 
delegate of SEP [Secretariat of Public Education], to be municipal president 
of Culfacan, and Enriqueta Gomez Millan, leader of ANFER, in the municipality 
of Elota, to occupy the mayor's office in that location as well. The women's 
sector also wanted (and still wants) Marta Ofelia Meza de Porras, leader of 
the women in CNC, to be a local deputy; and Maria Luisa Solis Payan to be a 
deputy too. 


The PRI youth sector, for its part, is also striving to procure more positions. 
For the present, they are trying to retain the local deputyship now held by 
Daniel Portillo Reynaga. The MNJR [National Movement of Revolutionary Youth] 
leader in the state, Octavio Camacho Parra, has asserted that the youth are 
entitled to occupy more council seats, because at present they have only four, 
and they are in unimportant municipalities. 
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[Part V: 19 Aug 83 pp 1, 14] 


[Excerpts] Culiacan, Sinaloa, 18 August--With the promise to contribute finan- 
clally to the construction of a coastal highway on which over 20 billion pesos 
will be spent, and also with the threat that nearly $200 million, a sum repre- 
senting the value of the last crop of garden produce exported to the United 
States, will not enter the country, the big agricultural business owners in 
Sinaloa are confident that PRI and the state government will give them more 
political posts and allow them to have a greater influence on public affairs. 


Nevertheless, according to the Mexican Workers Party and the Unified Socialist 
Party of Mexico, to build the 321-kilometer highway, Governor Antonio Toledo 
Corro's "Pharaonic dream," the state governor has not yet obtained total back- 
ing from the private sector, one of whose leaders (Francisco Solano, head of 
the Sinaloa Business Owners Center) has expressed opposition to that project. 


But all the state's businessmen support the governor's idea, and will make 
contributions, this correspondent was told by Sergio Orozco, head of the local 
CANACO [Chamber of Commerce] and of the Sinaloa Federation of Chambers of 
Commerce. The rich produce growers also back the project, and have offered 

to contribute 2 cents on the dollar for every crate of garden produce sold 
abroad, during the next 3 years. 


Those large Sinaloa farmers, the mainstay of the National Union of Garden 
Produce Producers (whose top-ranking leader is Luis Saenz Unger of Sinaloa), 
estimate that, this year, they will accrue a production greater than that 
attained in 1982; and they are the very ones who have refused to bring to 
Mexico the amount obtained from the crops (picked as of last May) of tomatoes, 
eggplant, peppers, squash and other vegetables. 


These agricultural business owners, who compete with those of Florida and Cali- 
fornia and who, during their major harvest season, send up to three trains a 
day to the United States loaded with garden produce, are owners of business 
firms and industries in Sinaloa, and own residences in Arizona, New Mexico and 
southern California, where they reside for a few months out of the year. 


The garden produce growers, who are in one way or another associated with poli- 
tical affairs, and even attached to Toldeo Corro's cabinet or to positions 
gained from popular election, have brought their dollars into the country. 


Generally speaking, they argue that the Secretariat of Finance wants to force 
them to bring in the hard currency at the controlled exchange rate, which 1s 
between 110 and 11” pesos per dollar. They are attempting to have the govern- 
ment allow them to exchange the foreign hard currency at the free market 
exchange rate, in other words, 150 pesos per dollar. 


Coastal Road for Business Owners 


The coastal highway, a long-standing desire of Governor Toledo Corro, was to 
be built before the termination of Jose Lopez Portillo's regime, but the 
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economic crisis prevented that. I[t would be a four-lane freeway from Guasave 
to Mazatlan, with entrances in Guamuchil, Culifacan and La Cruz. It would run 
parallel to the present International Highway, and is estimated as being built 
over the next 3 years, which is what remains for the current state administra- 
tion, 


Toledo Corro fostered the contributions from the production sectors, and, in 
addition to the garden produce growers, has succeeded in prompting the fisher- 
men to contribute a certain amount of money for every kilogram of shrimp exported. 


He also succeeded in convincing the hotel owners in Mazatlan and Los Mochis that 
they should contribute 50 pesos per day for every room, t2king an occupancy of 
50 percent as a basis, over the next 3 years. The Culiacan hotel owners refuse 
to make a similar contribution, because they claim that the coastal road would 
benefit their counterparts in Mazatlan and Los Mochis, but not them. 


Now, the governor is attempting to convince business owners as a whole to contri- 
bute 1 percent of their declared income. Only the merchants have agreed. 


[Part VI: 20 Aug 83 pp 1, 9] 


[Text] Culfacan, Sinaloa, 19 August--While the president of the state PRI, Jorge 
Romero Zazueta, claims that this party has not been weakened, but rather is work- 
ing every day of the year, and that "the reactionaries have nothing to do in 
Sinaloa, because these are revolutionary people," Enrique Pena Batiz, head of 

the Francisco I. Madero National Political Association (which will back PRI in 
the forthcoming elections for mayors and local deputies), explains: 


"PRI has not been weakened, but it should become stronger, particularly in 
Sinaloa. Its members must close ranks and set themselves up as a solid barrier 
to curb the advancement of the reactionaries, who even have support from extra- 
national forces." 


And Esteban Zamora Camacho, a PAN member and former federal deputy, notes that 

Governor Antonio Toledo Corro "is faced with a historic opportunity: he can go 
down in history as the governor who made the democratic changes which the poli- 
tical times required in Sinaloa, so long as there is respect for the political 

organizations and for the will of the people in the coming elections." 


Romero Zazueta, PRI's precandidate for the municipal presidency of Culiacan, 
explains that the fact that there has not yet been a publication of the PRI 
notice for registration of its candidates for the 18 mayors' offices and 23 

local deputyships "has not hurt PRI at all, because this party does not act 

only during election times, but maintains, and has maintained a constant, intense 
activity." 


In his opinion, there need be no fear that the opposition may oust PRI in the 


elections that will take place on the first Sunday of November in this state; 
and he asserts: "The reactionaries will not gain positions in Sinaloa." 
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Komero Zazueta adds that both the party's managing committees and its state 
leaders, as well as its general delegate in the state, have engaged in an inten. 
sive effort for proselytism, and for rapprochement with the people: and, what 
is more important, for listening to and attempting to solve the problems of 

the residents of all municipalities in Sinaloa. 


Pena Batiz, one of the leaders of the Henriquista movement during the 1950's, 
who led crowded demonstrations in Sinaloa backing Carlos A. Madrazo, when the 
latter renewed the democratic systems in PRI, during 1965, admits that this 
party"has been hurt" by the presence of business owners in its ranks; although 
he explains that not all members of private enterprise are reactionary. 


He remarks: "There have been and there are in PRI persons who should not belong 
to the Institutional Party owing to their principles and ideologies. That is a 
national problem, but it is marked in Sinaloa." 


And he cautions: 


"In a battle or war, it is not feasible to underestimate the enemy. The current 
conditions in the country, particularly with regard to inflation and corruption 
in government, have given the opposition parties an opportunity to have more 
weapons against PRI and against the national political system. It is the latter 
which is really in danger." 


PRI Cannot Lose Another Capital 


Culiacan is the divider for the entire system: "Here, either it catches on or 
it withers," claims Pena Batiz, referring to the fact that the party in power 
cannot lose another state capital in the republic. 


He notes in a concerned tone: "That is why I believe that PRI must close ranks 
here. We must do the utmost to protect Culiacan, so that it will not fall into 
the hands of the opposition." 


He gives a reminder that, according to LOPPE [Federal Law on Political Organi- 
zations and Electoral Processes], the national political associations lack the 
legal authority to register candidates for positions based on popular election 
directly. Hence, they must sign agreements for incorporation with some of the 
national parties which do have registration. 


He discloses: "The Francisco I. Madero Political Association signed an agree- 
ment with PRI, and therefore it will back this party's candidates. The origin 
of our association comes from Carlos A. Madrazo's desire for democratization. 
Our fundamental principles are closely linked with PRI, although we have 
disagreed with it concerning some of its procedures. Nevertheless, we believe 
that PRI is the valid option for the electorate at the present time." 


He admits that PRI must correct mistakes and defects, and return to its more 
orthodox origins. He stresses: "There must be authenticity in its intentions, 
whi.' have degenerated somewhat, owing mainly to the mistakes of some of its 
members rather than to its systems." 
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He claims: "Strengthening PRI and consequently curbing the reactionaries require 
a simple formula,” stating that this formula is to listen to the people and to 
choose the best individuals to run as candidates. 


The PAN member Zamora Camacho declares that people observe the viable option in 
his party, and claims that this political organization's reformist activity may 
not lend itself to heroic displays ("we don't want to ignite nor overturn the 
state of Sinaloa like an about-face"), but, we do want gradual social changes 
within the law. 


He also claims that social change is imminent and inevitable, and that the 
position of conscientious rulers must be one of seeing to it that this transi- 
tion, which will happen in any event, is carried out with the least amount of 
disorder. 


He states that there has been pressure exerted against PAN candidates for 


council positions, "not only against Humberto Rice in Mazatlan, but also against 
many others,” as he notes in conclusion. 


2909 
CSO: 3248/1246 
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COUNTRY SECTION MONTSERRAT 


BRIEFS 


RADIO ANTILLES RETRENCHING--Radio Antilles, the Montserrat-based broadcasting 
station, yesterday retrenched a substantial number of its staff because 

of losses in revenue in both its English and French-speaking services. 

A management statement read out to the staff yesterday announced the lay- 
offs which became effective immediately. The statement also said that 
drastic programme changes would be implemented by 1 October. The lay-offs 
affected English and French-speaking staff in both Martinique and Guadeloupe. 
[Text] [FLO81541 Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 1 Sep 83 p 1} 


CSO: 3298/1306 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


COSEP OFFICIAL ON STATUS OF PRIVATE ENTERPRISE 
Guatemala City DIARIO EL GRAFICO in Spanish 22 Aug 83 p 17 


(fext] A general analysis of private enterprise's situation in this country 
was given in an interview to LA PRENSA by Sergio Maltes, vice president of the 
Higher Council of Private Enterprise [COSEP]. 


The leader felt that the fear among Nicaraguan businessmen is based on the 
possibility of nationalization, "although we know that that will not take place 
in the short term, except under extraordinary circumstances." 


COSEP includes 114 organizations and was one of the instruments of Somoza's 
downfall; first, when in 1954 it demanded an end to corruption and an improve- 
ment in public administration, and later in 1978 when it called for the resig- 
nation of the dictator, who paid no attention. It then entered into the armed 
struggle completely, in combination with the civilian struggle of private 
business. 


Maltes said that when the national reconstruction government came to power, the 
private sector was represented by Robelo and Violeta de Chamorro, and three 
more seats on the council of government were given to that sector, and six 
other businessmen participated as officials. 


The government was to be ruled by the national reconstruction program, supported 
by the statute on rights and guarantees for Nicaraguans. There are five bases 
to the program: political pluralism, respect for human rights and civil liber- 
ties, absolute freedom of the press, a mixed economy, and rule of law. 


But Little by little, there have been deviations from the plan, in creating 
the Sandinista Party, a Sandinista army, and then a government apparatus that 
is totally tied to the ruling party, when it should be tied to the government. 


The government determines the Sandinista concept, and only they can define what 
that is. An excessive increase in arms, foreign advisors, and “although Nicara- 
gua is a sovereign nation that may have relations with any country it wishes, 

it is suspicious to see the increase in relations with nations in the Marxist 
orbit, while relations with countries in Central America are becoming tense, 
particularly those with Honduras and El Salvador", says Maltes. 
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"Political freedom is restricted and private initiative is suffering under 
property confiscations, which are considered just when done to Somozists, but 
they are continuing with non-Somozists; simultaneously, invasions of land are 
increasing,” he added. 


At that time private business issued an analysis of how well the government of 
national reconstruction was carrying out its plan. The study indicates where 
the regime has deviated, and after 19 October 1981 a letter was sent to the 
coordinator of the government junta, Daniel Ortego Saavedra, ratifying the 
position of private enterprise relative to the plan of government and calling 
for thought. The government responded by arresting several leaders, and four 
of them spent a number of months in prison. 


The private sector left the government. The situation became more critical, 
there was even more restriction of freedom of the press, and democratic inter- 
play did not exist, since although the private system is not political, it 
wants the democratic system, and the government has said there will be no elec- 
tions until 1985 in which the FSLN is not in control..." the leader declares. 


"At the present time the economic situation is serious, the result of the world 
crisis and the insecurity of investment on the domestic scene. We recognize 
that there has been credit and technical assistance to certain agricultural 

and industrial areas, but the people in the private sector are fearful, as they 
have no guarantee that they will not lose their property." 


The business leader feels that the main problems at the present time are uncer- 
tainty, a lack of capital for raw material and investments, poor communication 
with the government, a lack of security, the threat of nationalization by means 
of decrees, and the loss of the mixed economy. 





"I assure you that there is well-founded fear that the government, little by 
little, is going about nationalizing the private sector, although we know that 
it will not take place in the short term, except under extraordinary circum- 
stances,” he said. 


He noted that in that situation, “we are continuing to consolidate the private 
sector organizations, and the chambers are continuing to charge the government 
with irregularities regarding dates and figures; I think that that is the most 
important thing, since we must keep up our position and show the importance of 
the private sector, and that the government cannot do without it.” 


Nevertheless, the pressure continues, and many members of the chambers have 
been arrested, accused of crimes against the security of the nation we are 
trying to help.” 


"The situation in the factories is not encouraging, since investment is at a 
standstill, and although machinery may already be obsolete, there is no in- 
terest in repairing or replacing it. 


"Now, the government has been very honest about national funds, and organized 
in a certain sense, but each day it strays further from democracy and approaches 











some other system. In the face of that, the goal of the businessmen is to 
create a war and throw them out of power, unless they return to the original 
plan of government,” he added. 


Concrete Acts 


COSEP revealed a list of acts by the Nicaraguan Government, which "show the 
government's disinclination toward the mixed economy and the development of 
free enterprise." They include: 


|.-~Four months in prison for Enrique Dreyfus, president of COSEP; Benjamin 
Lanzas, president of the Nicaraguan Chamber of Construction; and Gilberto Cuadra 
president of the Professional Associations Confederation (CONAPRO). 


2,--Government block of a $5.1 million donation from the Association for Inter- 
national Development to private sector organizations. 


3.--A government decree controlling the price, not only of basic commodities, 
but also articles like cosmetics, tires, office supplies, spark plugs, shavers, 
and construction materials, thus preventing free trade. 


4.--Arbitrary applications of the laws on confiscations; the absentee law, de- 
capitaliztion law, agrarian reform law and others. 


5.--Disproportionate censorship of all information on the private sector, such 
as the invitation to a mass on the second anniversary of the death of Jorge 
Salazar Arguello, and the speech by Enrique Dreyfus in Guadalajara, Mexico, 
when he received the "Golden Eagle” award from the Mexican private sector. 


6.--The creation of parallel organizations to weaken the private sector, such 
as the National Farmers Union (UNAG), for example. 


].--Annulment of the COSEP representation in the International Labor Organiza- 
tion, which has represented Nicaragua for 40 years. 


8.--The recent decree on the nationalization of the distribution of soap, 
flour, and oil by the government, which again affects the concept of a mixed 
economy. 


9,--A decree establishing that any vehicle, whether for industrial, business, 
or private use, must, in order to leave the country, place a bond, deposit, or 
yuarantee in an amount equal to 50 percent of the vehicle's value. 


10.--A communique from the Foreign Trade Ministry warning that only potato 
producers organized by UNAG, which was created as a parallel organization to 
weaken the private sector, may sell in the Managua wholesale market. 


Violations 
The COSEP placed specific charges with the Permanent Commission on Human Rights 


(CPDH) regarding cases of violations of those rights involving members of that 
business organization. 
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One of those cases is the arrest of Dreyfus, Lanzas, Cuadra, and Enrique Bolanos 
Ceyer, acting president of the Nicaraguan Chamber of Industry, following the 
letter sent by the businessmen to Daniel Ortega Saavedra. 


"During that same action, the authorities also sought the arrest and trial of 
Reinaldo Hernandez, president of the Nicaraguan Confederation of Chambers of 
Commerce; Jaime Bangoechea, director of the Nicaraguan Chamber of Industry; 
and Ramiro Guardian, president of the Agricultural and Livestock Producers 
Union of Nicaragua (UPANIC), all of whom happened to be out of the country on 
business related to their offices. 


Those arrested were found guilty of alleged crimes under that law, but were 
later pardoned on 14 February, 1982." 


There was another case involving Enrique Bolanos Geyer, when he was taken off 

4 plane already moving down the runway. He was on his way, as acting president 
of COSEP, to a meeting in Venezuela of the Federation of Chambers (FEDECAMARAS) 
and other Latin American private sector organizations. 


(hat same day he was taken before Interior Minister Tomas Borge, and seriously 
warned about statements Minister Borge claimed had been made by Ramsey Clark 
against the revolution, later found to be an error. On 1 May 1982, Bolanos 
Geyer was mentioned by Commander Borge as one of the members of an alleged 
"Supreme Directorship” in exile. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST CHRISTOPHER-NEVIS 


OPPOSITION ORGAN PURSUES ISSUE OF NEVIS GOVERNMENT 
Analysis of Imbalance 
Basseterre THE LABOUR SPOKESMAN in English 30 Jul 83 p 5 


[Text] 


Simmonds has arranged for Nevis to 
have elections in 3 weeks’ time to elect 
its own governwent to run its own affairs 


On 22 August Nevisians in Nevis will 
be electing their own legislators to re- 
present them in their own House of Assen- 
bly and also their own Premier and Minis- 
ters of Governuent, WNevisians in Nevis 
will have their own governor end their 
own civil service. 








Simmonds will use St. Kitts oney 
to pay the Nevis governor, Nevis premier, 
all the Nevis government ministers, alJ 
the Nevis civil servants, and everybody- 
else who is to be paid in Nevis. 


While Simmonds is busily arranging 
for independence in Nevis, however, he 
continues to arrange for the people of St. 
Kitts to lose their rights and freedom and 
be subject to Nevis. 


From 19 September the government of 
Nevis will govern Nevis and also rute ouver 
St. Kitts. 


The governme.it of Nevis will decide 
how much of St. Kitts money is to be spent 
on Nevis, and what is to be doné with the 
balance, if anything is left. The wevis 
government will decide how the affairs of 
St. Kitts are to be run. 
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We in St. Kitts object to having 
Nevis in charge of our affairs and our 
money. We are still demanding «4 govern- 
ment for St. Kitts. We continue to demand 
general elections before independunco, 


Siumonds has seen fit to give Nevis 
a governuent for ‘tself, because it suits 
him to bribe Nevis and he has to pay for 
Nevis couoany. 


St. *itts wants a government too. 
We want our own governiient and be in 
Charge of our own affairs. 


The Nevis governuent will be lookinz 
after the interests of Nevis and Nevisians 
in Nevis. PAM will continue to look after 
the interests of Nevis because it needs . 
Nevis to prop it up in nower in St.Kitts. 


St. Kitts needs a government to look 
after the interests of St. Kitts while the 
Nevis government and PAM are looking after 
the interesta of Nevis. 


PAM is not interested in St. Xitts. 
Simmonds does not want us in St. Kitts to 
have our own government. We clamoured in 
our thousands for general elections before 
independence, but Simmonds stiffened hie 
neck, hardened his heart, and refused ty 
hold elections in St. itts. 


Nevisians did noc call for slections 
in Nevis but Simmonds is holding elections 
in that island well in advance of September 


19. 


We continue tu denand a governnent for 
St. Kitts. 


We continue to reject Simmonds mock- 
junbie independence. We want real inde- 
pendence with our own government to run 
our own affairs in our own country. 
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The Nevisians will be able to cele- 
brate 


- Having a brand new governueni to git in 


a brand new House of fssembly to govern 
their island 


- Nevis having its own coat-of.aris, its 
own flag, and its own national anthen. 


- being coapletely in charge of spending 
its own money. 


- having the power to rule over St. Kitts 


- being able to demand any auwount of St. 
Kitts money that it wants, cr demanding 
all. ££ 4¢ wants. 


- being able to have everything that it — 
wants at St. Kitts expense. 


Nevis will have a government. 


St. Kitts wants a government too. 


Bryant Criticism 


Basseterre THE LABOUR SPOKESMAN in English 30 Jul 83 p 11 


["rankly Speaking column by Fitzroy Bryant: "General Elections Monday 
22 Aug 1983?"] 


{Text ] 

At the end of a meeting of the House of Assen- 
bly on Friday 22 aly 1983, Premier Dr. Xennedy 
A. Simmonds made an announcement. His governnent, 
he said, had set Monday 22 August 1983 as the date 
for the holding of elections in the island of 
Nevis for the purpose of electing the members of 
the Nevis Island Assembly which will govern Nevis 
after 19 September. 

What Dr. Simmonds failed to say is of far 
greater importance than what he actually said. 


He failed to say that, about two months ago, 
the key executive members of the Peoples Action 
Movement took the decision to hold General Elect- 
ions in St. Kitts and Nevis in July 1983, the month 
just about to end. 
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He failed to say°that, following on that 
decision, PAM started very active Campaigning, in- 
Cluding house-to-house canvassing, in Basseterre 
East, Central Basseterre, Cayon, Sandy Point and 
Lamberts/Middle Island, 

Simmonds failed to tell the people of St. 
Kitts that the PAM leadership is now closely 
examining the idea of holding Gefierai Elections 
on Monday 22 August 1983, the same day that he --—— 
announced for the holding df elections for the 
Nevis Island Assembly! 


Two very obvious questions present themselves: 


(1) Why would Simmonds and PAM be considering 
General Elections before Independence, especially 
as they have been trumpeting all the time that no 
elections will be held in St. Kitts before 19857? 


(2) If they did take such a "foolish" deci- 
sion, why didn’t they nold the General Elections in 
July? Why wait till August? And why the same date 
as the Nevis Island Assembly elections? 


Let us deal with the first question. 


The people of St. Kitts have been demanding 
elections before independence since July last year, 
They have argued, quite forcefully and logically, 
that 


(a) The Simmonds government has no :andate 
to take St. Kitts and Nevis into inde- 
pendence, and 


(b) That the White Paper proposals and the 
lopsided Constitution based on those 
proposals have never been approved by 
the people of St. Kitts and indeed have 
been rejected by the people of St. 
Kitts. 


The more forcefully the people have demanded 
elections, the more definitely have Simmonds and 
his gang declared that there will not be any 
elections. Some of them have even been cute 
enough as to assert that there won't be any 
elections in St. Xitts before 1985! 


No sensible Kittitian should be taken in 
by that kind of response. When you hear poli- 
ticians proclaiming most loudly that there 
can't or won't be elections, look out. ‘that 
is precisely the time they are planning to drop 
elections on you out of the blue. 
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CATCHING THE OPPOSITION OFF-GUARD 


Remember the recent General Elect 
United Kingdom. When newspapers and rye aa 
cormentators were speculating in March and aprii 
and even in Pay that there would be elections in 
June, Mrs. Thatcher replied very definitely, "on 
noe June 18 tvo early, Ky government has a lot of 
things to do before elections can be held. Wo 


elections are required at thi : 
September/uctoper," 6 tine. Maybe in 


In May she suddenly announced the date 
General Elections as June 9! She had sake tae 
mind. Changed what mind. She was planning for 
June all the time, even when she was saying "June 
is too early. No elections are required. Ftc." 


The plan was to catch the Opposition politi- 
cal parties off-guard and unprepared. And it 
seems she did. Her party won the elections with an 
increased majority. 





But that only warns us not to be fooled by the 
noises of the Simmonds crowd, It doesn't answer 
the question why Simmonds should be thinking about 
General Elections at this time. 


The. answer to that is quite simple, Simmonds 
and his trumps can see and feel what everybody 
living in St. Kitts can see and feel - every day 
that passes, every week that passes, the people of 
St. Kitts are getting more and more fed up with 
Simmonds and his incompetent, corrupt gang. The 
people want them out. 


The PAM strategists have therefore advised 
that, the sooner Simmonds holds elections, the 
better for him. However bad his position is now, 
it will be worse in 3 months’ time, in 6 months’ 
tine, in 1 year’s time, Getting worse all the 
time. 


That is why they planned for July. Before 
the Duli Season set in, Before the sugar workers 
started to get thefr 1 day's work and O day's 
work per week. 


But things didn’t work out for PAM as Sin- 
monds and the rest had planned. When Powell, 
Simmonds, Heyliger, Morris and the rest 
started to go canvassing in May and June, they 
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found the people very hostile to them. Every- 


where they turned they were receiving a bad re- 
ception. 


‘ So they retreated. They backed off of 
Ju Ye 


They are now considering August. They want 
to see if they can catch the Labour Party off- 
guard and unprepared. And what better time in 
Auguet than Monday 22 August? While everybody 


studying the Nevis campaigning, drop a little 
surprise on then. 


INCONPETENT AND POOLISH MEN 

That is the plan. But, of course, it 
won't work. Nothing the jokers in the Simmonds 
government plan can work. They are a group of 
incompetent and foolish men who don’t really know 
their a-- (4-letter word) from their elbow. 

The governnent recently passed a Resolution 
in the House of Assembly to re-arrange the elect- 
oral divisions in St. Kitts and Nevis, Whenever 
the next General Elections take place, St. Kitts 
will be eight (8) seats and Nevis will be three 
(3) seats. 

Simmonds is hoping that the N.R.P, can win 
all tnree seats in Nevis and that PAM can win three 
of the eight seats in St. Kitts, so that his so-: 


called coalition can have six seats and stay in 
power. 


But he has a big problem. We are in the 
Dull Season now and the sugar workers, the civil 
servants, the hotel workers, the industrial work- 
ers, the unemployed young people, and their far:i- 
lies, are all waiting for a chance to boot him oul, 


So the rest of this year doesn't look too good for 
hime 


However, it is manifest that 1984 is goin, to 
be a lot worse. The sugar crop might not make 
20,000 tons. The cost of food, clothes, rent, en- 
tertairmernt, every damned thing, is rising fa:t. 
His government is broke, dead broke and is living 
on borrowed money. 

The cries of suffering and despair are 
becoming more ominous every day. Will the ro ‘ole 
endure his government for the whole of 1964: vill 
he haye to declare a state of emergency? 19°'; 
could be real hell in St. Kitts. 

So maybe he should look again at August 1983, 
take his chance and hope for the best. 
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Nevis Election Candidates 
Basseterre THE DEMOCRAT in English 13 Aug 83 p 2 


Vent | 7 

(The general public is hereby notified that nomination of 
candidates for the Nevis Island Assembly Elections to be 

held on Monday, August 22nd, 1983 took place yesterday at the 
Administration Building, Charlestown, 


The nominated candidates and parties contesting the Elections, 
as well as symbols allocated to each party, are as follows:- 





} 
} 


Electoral Distr rish of St, Paul, C e 
HOBSON, Theodore L, = Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) The Hat 
STEVENS, Ivor A, - Nevis Reformation Party (NRP) The 


Bottle 
Electoral District (2) Parish of St, John, Figtree 


LIBURD, Zephaniah « . Peoples Democratic Rarty (PDP) The Hat 





MORTON, Levi - Nevis Reformation Party (NRP) The 
Bottle 
WALWYN, Myrna - Nevis Independent Party (NIP) The 
Hand 
Electoral District sh of §S eorge, G e 


| SMITHEN, Frederick » Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) The Hat 
SWANSTON, Uhral » Nevis Reformation Party (NRP) The 


Bottle 
ectoral Distric Perish of St, James, Wi 
EVELYN, Arthur L, -« Nevis Reformation Party (NRP) The. 
Bottle 
Electoral Distr Parish of St, Tho , 
DANIEL, Simeon - Nevis Reformation Party (NRP) The 
| Bottie 


The nominated candidate for Electoral District (4%), ARTHUR 
EVELYN. and the nominated candidate for Electoral District 
(5), SIMEON DANIEL, were unopposed and have duly declared 
the elected members for these Electoral Districts, in 
accordance with the provisions of the Law, by the res- 
pective Returning Officers. 





E. Petty - ag 
Supervisor of Elections 


fe oniaetnanainell 


CSO: 3298/889 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST CHRISTOPER-NEVIS 


BOYCOTT OF INDEPENDENCE BY LABOR MOVEMENT, NEWSPAPER 
Kasseterre THE LABOUR SPOKESMAN in English 27 Jul 83 p 1 


[ext] The coalition government formed by the Peoples Action Movement and 
the Nevis Reformation Party propose to take the Islands of St Kitts and 

Nevis into independence on 19 September 1983 on the basis of certain peculiar 
arrangements and a novel Constitution which the vast majority of the people 
of St Kitts do not accept. During the past twelve months the people of St 
Kitts have demonstrated their opposition and rejection of the proposed inde- 
pendence arrangements and the Constitution in a variety of ways. 


For these reasons, the Labour Movement has decided on a policy of non- 
cooperation with and non-participation in the proposed independence celebra- 
tions. 





As a result, the Labour Spokesman Printery will not accept for printing any 
jobs which are supportive of the proposed independence celebrations and 
"The Labour Spokesman" newspaper will not be carrying any advertisements 
which are supportive of the proposed independence celebrations. 


The Labour Spokesman Printery and "The Labour Spokesman" newspaper will, 
however, continue to offer their usual services to advertisers and to the 
general public. We look forward to your continued patronage and support. 


CSO: 3298/889 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST CHRISTOPHER-NEVIS 


SUGAR WORKERS FACE 6 MONTHS WITHOUT FULL EMPLOYMENT 


Basseterre THE LABOUR SPO;%SMAN in English 27 Jul 83 p 1 


Text | 
According to very reliable s infor: a- 
tion the National Agricultural Corpora- 
tion has drawn up lists of sugar workers 
for all of the ‘estates in St. itts and ~ 
an overwhelming majority of the estate 
workers are to get only one (1) day's 
work per week for the next six .onths, 
during those weeks when wor. ie to b 
given to the estate workers. 


Crop ended on 16 July 1983 and the Dull 
Season started on vonday 18 July. The 
Dull Season is expected to end late in 
January, according to NACO sources. 





Estate workers Will not be given any 
work at all during the following weeks - 


1 - 6 August 
22 - 27 August 
19 - 24 Septerber 
26 Sept. - 1 October 
31 Oct. = 5 Noveuber 


This information was contained in a circu- 
im out by the NACO bosses on 13 July 








During the other Weekes of the Dull Season 
most of the estate workers are to get 
only one (1) day*s work. 


As if the suffering and misery heaped 1) 
the sugar workers by the Sinu.onds govern- 
ment are not painful enough already, the 
government has arranged it so that, in 
the first week of the Dull Season St. 
Kitts has run out of flour. 
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Ae a result, sugar wor.ers and their fai: 
lies all over St. “itte cannot get 

bread to eat! At a tine when they do not 
have the woney to "put on a pot” to feed 
the:eelves and their children. 


Our investigat-ons reveal that the last 
flour boat arr.vea in St. Kitts on 2/; June 
ore than. one uwonth a,o. The governiient 
ie the sole i:vorter of flour into the 
t1raland. 

Nearly all of the bakeries around St. 
Kitts said they had no flour yesterday 


afternoon and those bakeries which had 
said they would run out today, Wednesday. 


A governent official said flour should 
be arriving at the end of this weex. 


}eanwhile, the suffering increases day 
by day. The inisters of the Sirnonds 
governuent are extremely busy preparing 
for their mock independence celebrations 
and have no tine to consider whether 


the poor people of St. “itts have food to 
eat. 





CSO: 3298/889 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST CHRISTOPER-NEVIS 


BRIEFS 


VIP'S AT INDEPENDENCE--On Thursday of this week, Mr Jackie Cramer, Chairman 
of the Transportation Sub-Committee disclosed that he has been advised that 
over 100 Heads of Government are expected to come to St Kitts-Nevis to take 
part in the INDEPENDENCE Celebrations. Mr Cramer said that the dignitaries 
will be coming from all over the world: Africa, the Middle East, the 
Caribbean, and so on. Mr Cramer’s group is responsible for the internal 
transportation of the dignitaries in addition to the Heads of International 
Agencies and other V.I.P.'s. About 40 cars and drivers have already been 
volunteered by private citizens willing to serve their country, and more than 
$0 taxi-drivers have also accepted a cut-rate price offered by the Sub-Commit- 
tec for their services. Mr Cramer stressed that he was pleased by the 
response shown for this national effort, and said he wished that even more 
nationals would come to realize that no politics is involved. [Excerpt] 
|®asseterre THE DEMOCRAT in English 13 Aug 83 p 1] 


TEINIDAD-TOBACO ENVOY--Yesterday His Excellency Basil Pitt presented his 
credentials to the Honourable Premier Dr Kennedy Simmonds. His Excellency 
is the High Commissioner for Trinidad and Tobago to St Kitts-Nevis; He was 
accompanied by Mrs Pitt and Deputy High Commissioner Mr Peter Rambert during 
his 5-day visit which will end on Monday. Premier Simmonds and High Commis- 
sioner Pitt discussed closer co-operation between St Kitts-Nevis and Trinidad 
and Tobago, to further the relationship already flourishing. Trinidad and 
Tobago has already advanced $4 million for the completion of our Deep Water 
Port, and has provided the services of BWIA for a breakthrough in direct air 
traffic to New York. [Text] [Basseterre THE DEMOCRAT in English 13 Aug 83 
p 1) 


FACTORY MOVE TO NEVIS--Reports out of Sandy Point reveal that on Thursday of 
this week a large quantity of equipment was taken from the machine shop and 
roler department at St Kitts Enterprises and Transported to Nevis. A few 
months ago this newspaper published a report that plans were afoot to phase 
out the work at St Kitts Enterprises and re-locate that factory in Nevis. 
Since then equipment has steadily been shipped from Sandy Point to Nevis and 
there are growing reports that the company is being encouraged by the Simmonds 
government to close down its operation in St Kitts in the near future. These 
reports come in the wake of a recent disclosure in Nevis by a NRP spokesman 
that a new electronics company will be opened on that island next Tuesday. 
The company will be known as Nevis Industries Ltd. and will commence into 
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operation on Tuesday, 2nd August. St. Kitts Enterprises (Sandy Point) Ltd 
started its operations in St Kitts in 1977. At present there are over 100 
workers, mainly young women drawn from Sandy Point and the nearby villages, 
employed at the plant. There are widespread fears among the workers that the 
plant will be closed to be re-opened in Nevis. The Simmonds yovernment has 
continued to refuse to make a statement on the matter. [Text] [Basseterre 
THE LABOUR SPOKESMAN in English 30 Jul 83 p 12] 


UK AID TO FARMERS--British aid funds are to be used to help establish an 
irrigation project in north-west Nevis. Some EC $215,000 will be spent on 
the project to provide water from natural springs above New River, supple- 
mented by surface storage at Cades Bay, Potworks and Spring Hill. One of the 
constraints to agricultural development on Nevis is the shortage of land 
suitable for cultivation. Many of the soils best suited for agricultural 
purposes pose formidable problems to farmers because of severe erosion, 

their sticky clay character and the presence of heavy boulders and stones 
which make mechanised farming impractical. The objective of the project is 
to encourage young people to participate in intensive farming on the Govern- 
ment land at New River which is suitable for cultivation and does not require 
expensive clearing or terracing. As intensive use of these lands is 
proposed, this requires irrigation so that at least two crops can be 

obtained per year. The land will be leased to the young farmers by the 
Government. Maize, ground nuts, peas and beans, amongst other vegetable 
crops will be grown. [Text] [Basseterre THE DEMOCRAT in English 30 Jul 83 

p 7] 


LOANS TO DEVELOPMENT BANK--The Development Bank of St Kitts-Nevis received 
two major loans recently totalling $5.5 million, enabling it to increase 

its lending activitics to local entrepreneurs. Mr Auckland Hector, Manager 
of Bank disclosed that the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) lent $3.1 million 
and the European Investment Bank (EIB) $2.4 million. "The money,” Mr Hector 
said, "will be used to assist the citizens of St Kitts-Nevis in Industry, 
Tourism, Agricultural Projects and Housing.” The Development Bank of St 
Kitts-Nevis was established in May 1981 replacing the former Development 

and Finance Co-operation. [Text] [Basseterre THE DEMOCRAT in English 

13 Aug 83 p 11) 


SO: 5298/890 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


OPPOSITION REJECTS GOVERNMENT CLAIM OF 2.4-PERCENT CROWTH 
iridy;etown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 18 Aug 83 p 3 


(Text ] » KINGSTO St Wed- bureaucracy and the requirements of 


. St. Vincent. 
nesday, (CANA) — ‘‘Unity’’, a public Ssencing. | 


the opposition MNU leftwing 
Movenont for Nationgl Unity “MNU) and Ex -University of the West. tndhe 
fas questioned the 2.4 per cent ee urer, Dr. Ralph 





E 
5 
28 
a | 
‘ 
g 
*2e 


i and ‘paper growth’’ were th 
produce had also declined because of capitalists within the ruling 
in the value of the pound their ‘“‘highly partisan poli friends”’ 
Sterling. In addition, there was a fall- in the business sector. 
off in arrowroot production and tourism The newspaper questioned the 
earnings, and a slowdown in electricity, statistical basis on which the 2.4 per 
cent economic was calculated. 
restaurants, the paper said. “Unity”’ said it believed some 
“Unity” contended that the bulk of and services in St. Vincent the 


Suhie otan took in the Grenadines were counted twice in 
7 administration ” aruging computing the country’s Gross 
that this sector had expanded at the Domestic (GDP), resulting in 


‘whims or dictates’’ of the an inflated and unreliable GDP. 


CSO: %3298/919 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


BRIEFS 


NEW HIGH COMMISSIONER--Kingstown, St Vincent, 27 Aug (CANA)--New Barbados- 
based British high commissioner to the Eastern Caribbean, Giles Bullard, 
has presented his credentials to St Vincent Governor General Sir Sydney 
Gun-Munro during his first visit to the country since taking up his new 
appointment. Mr Bullard also met most of the island's government ministers 
and had informal discussions with Prime Minister Milton Cato. [Text] 
[¥L27143%4 Bridgetown CANA in English 1411 CMT 27 Aug 83] 





CSO: 3298/1307 END 
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